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MEMORANDUM


TO:
Gina Kathuria


RWQCB

FROM:
Ray Goebel

DATE:
October 28, 2003

SUBJECT:
Las Gallinas Tentative Order - Comments


On behalf of the Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District, EOA submits the following comments on the Tentative Order.  The District may submit additional comments prior to the November 17 deadline.

General Comment

1. The TO and SMP documents both include comment fields remaining from District’s review of the administrative draft.  These comments were provided as background for suggested changes to the administrative draft, using Word’s “comment” feature.  If not visible, they can be seen by pressing “View -> Comments” on the toolbar.

Tentative Order

2. Finding 6.  It would be more correct to say “The Discharger currently recycles 100 percent of all wastewater from  has no discharge to Miller Creek from June 1 to October 31, as required by the previous permit.

3. Finding 14.  Wording provided by the District to justify possible non-operation of the DBFs during the non-discharge season was added to the TO.  However, suggested wording regarding the nitrification units (which RWQCB staff agreed was justified and sufficient) was not incorporated.  The proposed revised wording would read:

Dry Weather Flows (up to 2.92 MGD)

· Secondary treatment with all unit processes operating, except as follows. During the non-discharge season (currently June 1 through October 31 annually), the dechlorinating agent is not added to the effluent. Instead, the chlorine is removed by natural processes in the storage ponds. Operation of the fixed film reactor may be varied to optimize ammonia levels for maximum effectiveness of disinfection.  The deep bed filters (DBFs) are currently operated year-round, although such operation is not required during the non-discharge season under the Discharger’s reclamation permit.  The Discharger has indicated that it may use this flexibility to investigate other means of optimizing treatment that do not involve operation of the DBFs during the non-discharge season.

4. Finding 68 (Cyanide).  RWQCB staff agreed in principle with the idea of using a “pooled” interim limit for cyanide, based on the preliminary analysis provided by EOA that should the District’s effluent cyanide data fell within the range of values used for the “pooled” analysis done for the Napa permit.  However, staff felt the analysis should be updated and expanded to include data from additional secondary plants.  It was agreed that staff would provide the data (and preferably a copy of the previous analysis methodology) in electronic, and that EOA would perform the analysis using the expanded data set.

5. Provision 8 (Chronic Toxicity)  The District appreciates the RWQCB’s decision to remove the Provision requiring the District to repeat the Chronic Toxicity Screening study, so that it can focus its resources on the TRE/TIE work.  However, Provision 8g could be interpreted to still require such testing.  The District request that this paragraph be removed or that the RWQCB’s intent be clarified.

Self Monitoring Program

6. Table 1  Total and Dissolved Sulfides.  The District requests that footnote 6 (testing required only when DO drops below 2.0 mg/L) also be applied to the receiving water monitoring.

7. Table 1  Footnote 3 Oil & Grease.  The Districts requests that sampling requirement be modified to reflect hours of staffing at the treatment plant:

Oil and grease: Each Oil & Grease sample event shall consist of a composite sample comprised of three grab samples taken at equal intervals over hours that the plant is staffed during the sampling date, with each grab sample being collected in a glass container.  Each glass container used for sample collection or mixing shall be thoroughly rinsed with solvent rinsings as soon as possible after use, and the solvent rinsings shall be added to the composite sample for extraction and analysis.

8. Modifications to Part A, Paragraph I.  Consistent with other recent permits (and the District’s understanding of RWQCB policy), the District requests that the following wording be added:

An Annual Report shall be submitted for each calendar year. The report shall be submitted to the Board by February 28 of the following year. This report need not be submitted if all data has been previously submitted electronically.This report shall include the following:
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