Executive Officer’s Report

November 25, 2003



Administration Changes (Bruce Wolfe/Steve Morse)

With the inauguration of Governor Schwarzenegger November 17th, the new administration has already had some effect on our operations. Terry Tamminen is in place as the new Secretary for Environmental Protection (Cal/EPA). I heard him speak November 13th at the Bay Planning Coalition’s “Decisionmakers Conference” and look forward to a productive leadership. A first action of the Governor was the issuance of several proclamations (e.g. special legislation sessions for workers compensation, bonds, etc.) and executive orders (vehicle license fee revocation, regulatory review, etc.) as reported in the news. Of specific concern to the Water Boards was Executive Order S-2-03 which requires a review of the impacts of existing regulations dating back to January 1999 and the suspension and review of proposed regulations for up to 180 days. We are cautiously optimistic that this regulatory review will not impede our day-to-day permit and oversight operations since those operations are not considered as “regulations”. We have been told that this will not affect our efforts to develop and adopt TMDLs. However, other areas such as basin planning, could be affected and we are expecting further details and clarifications to come. The new administration also withdrew a number of former Governor Davis’ regional board appointments/reappointments that had yet to be confirmed by the State Senate. We are pleased that neither Clifford Waldeck nor Mary Warren were withdrawn, but other regions had up to four members withdrawn. No new regional board appointments have yet been made by the new administration.

State Board Executive Director Visits(Bruce Wolfe) 

Celeste Cantu, Executive Director of the State Board, visited the Board offices on November 21, joined by Beth Jines, State Board’s Director of Public Affairs.  Celeste and Beth held two open meetings with staff, describing the current status of statewide water board staffing, their impressions of the transition with the new administration, and new public outreach initiatives planned by the State Board. Celeste confirmed that the State Department of Finance has dissolved the waters boards’ statewide layoff plan, that, even though staff face no near-term threats of layoff, budgets remain extremely tight, and that all boards will need to review their prioritization efforts in light of the statewide cuts we’ve received over the past two years. Beth highlighted new means planned to publicize the state’s release of Proposition 13 and 50 grant funds, including broader use of “big check” presentations, and increased efforts to publicize the water boards’ many accomplishments. The meetings concluded with lively question and answer sessions that were well received by both Celeste and our staff.

Upcoming Proposed Amendments to the Basin Plan (Steve Moore)

In January, we intend to present proposed amendments to the Basin Plan that would consistently implement the California Toxics Rule (CTR) and associated statewide policy. We originally scheduled this for the Board’s consideration in June 2003, but delays occurred when we agreed to make some changes based on comments received, and Dr. Lynn Suer, the staff person on the project, left the Board in July to work with U.S. EPA.

We believe that some older criteria need to be updated to reflect the best available scientific information and minimize confusion and inequities. U.S. EPA periodically updates the national criteria for toxic pollutants based on accumulated scientific information, and staff propose to have the Basin Plan now reflect the most current scientific understanding. Additionally, the State Implementation Policy (SIP) for the CTR has superseded some effluent limit policies of the Basin Plan, and some language needs to be removed from the Basin Plan for clarity.

The proposed amendments’ objectives are to: 

· Update and improve the scientific bases of regional water quality objectives for protection of aquatic life;

· Establish regional consistency in the application of water quality objectives and definitions of marine, estuarine and fresh waters;

· Remove obsolete NPDES implementation provisions, and replace them with statewide provisions that are already being implemented; and

· Include non-regulatory updates on topics such as bacteriological objectives, effluent limitations for settleable matter, and the status of site-specific objectives.

Based on comments received from dischargers and the U.S. EPA in May 2003, we modified the proposed amendments, with the most significant change being the inclusion of the CTR objective for nickel. We learned also that U.S. EPA is updating the CTR to modify the cadmium and mercury objectives, based on concerns raised by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. We have initiated a process with U.S. EPA to automatically update our water quality objectives region-wide whenever U.S. EPA updates the CTR.

We view the proposed changes as simple updates of the scientific basis that underlay the original Basin Plan numbers adopted in 1986. Site-specific objectives that this Board has adopted would remain intact. This action would also improve the technical integrity of the Basin Plan and make it easier to use by staff, the Board, and the public-at-large.

Central San Receives EPA Award (Larry Kolb)

On November 6, Central Contra Costa Sanitary District received an award from U.S. EPA as the best-operated large secondary treatment plant in the country. Board staff made the nomination.

State Audit of Enforcement Practices (Larry Kolb)

The Bureau of State Audits is wrapping up an audit of state and regional board enforcement practices. Ours was one of four regional boards covered in the audit. Auditors found that in some cases our Supplemental Environmental Projects were completed after their stated deadlines, and that in three cases small fines had not been paid, all involving small auto dismantlers. Copies of the final report will be available December 15th.

Offsite Access Dispute at San Leandro Cleanup Site (Roger Brewer)

Groundwater cleanup has been significantly delayed at a major solvent contamination site in San Leandro, due to an access dispute between the dischargers and the adjacent property owner. Access to the adjacent property is crucial to the cleanup. Board staff has worked with both sides for several months. However, at this point it may take formal Board enforcement action against one or both parties to break the impasse.

The site is located in an industrial area of San Leandro, west of I-880, and is known as the 1964 Williams Street site. Dischargers include W.S. Associates (the property owner) and Nestlé (which formerly operated freeze drying facilities at the site). During freeze drying operations, soil and shallow groundwater were heavily contaminated with the industrial solvent trichloroethylene. Soil cleanup was carried out in the 1990s. Shallow groundwater cleanup is currently underway, but has been hindered by disputes over access to the adjacent property. We consider groundwater cleanup here a high priority since the site overlies a significant deeper aquifer that EBMUD plans to use for storage of emergency water supplies.

The plume of contaminated groundwater extends approximately 3,000 feet to the southwest of the site and passes under three separate properties. The affected properties are currently used for commercial/industrial purposes. In November 2002, the Board approved final site cleanup requirements (SCR) for the site, directing the dischargers to implement their proposed remedial action plan. The remedial action plan was to be fully implemented by July 2003. The plan calls for enhanced bio-remediation of the solvents, by periodic injection of a carbohydrate solution into the groundwater at over 150 fixed points on the three offsite properties. Injection points are to be located within existing roadways or parking areas. Each injection event will require access to the designated areas by a small tanker truck and associated personnel for up to ten hours a day, several days a month for at least two years.

The dischargers have obtained access at two of the three offsite properties, and have installed and started operating injection facilities there. However, the dischargers have not obtained access at the adjacent property. The owner of this property, Mr. Chapman, has objected that the proposed injection activities will adversely affect his business tenants. Transport trucks use the roadways through the property 24 hours a day, seven days a week and rely on unencumbered access to parking areas. Regular disruption of traffic flow and parking during injection activities over several years could cause his tenants to break their leases, resulting in a significant loss of income.
Despite extensive discussions between the two sides to address these concerns, they have been unable to reach access agreement. Board staff has issued Notices of Violation to (1) the dischargers for failure to meet implementation deadlines in the final SCR and (2) both the dischargers and Mr. Chapman for failure to reach an access agreement. No penalties have been assessed at this point. We have indicated our willingness to approve modifications to the remedial action plan to minimize inconvenience to business tenants (e.g., fewer injection points) while still meeting cleanup goals. We hope that the two sides will be able to resolve the matter shortly. However, we may be recommending formal enforcement if this is not the case.
Lake Merced Pilot Project Investigations to Improve Water Quality (John West) 

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) is moving forward with investigations and a pilot project to raise Lake Merced’s water levels. Lake Merced is a relatively shallow, nutrient-rich, 250-acre fresh water lake in the southwest corner of San Francisco. Lake levels dropped about 10 feet in the late 1980's due to a combination of groundwater pumping, discontinuation of adding supply water from the SFPUC system, drought, and diversion of stormwater from the Lake's watershed. Since that time Lake levels have rebounded approximately 4 feet. However, most local residents are anxious for Lake levels to be restored to the pre-decline level. SFPUC and Daly City are now working on a pilot project to raise Lake levels using various supplemental sources of water (local stormwater, recycled water, groundwater and system drinking water). The Lake was added to the impaired water body list by U.S. EPA because deeper portions of the Lake become eutrophic (high level of nutrients that result in decreased levels of dissolved oxygen) periodically during the summer.

Last year, SFPUC and Daly City announced a landmark 50-year agreement with the three adjacent golf courses to curtail their use of pumped groundwater for irrigation in exchange for recycled water from Daly City. Although these golf courses are responsible for only about 8 percent of water pumped out of the Westside basin aquifer, they are the closest pumping wells to the Lake. This is expected to be a significant step toward improving Lake water levels. In addition, this winter SFPUC and Daly City are planning a pilot project that involves limited discharge of Daly City stormwater to Lake Merced via the Vista Grande Canal. The Vista Grande Canal stormwater pilot project would investigate and evaluate the effectiveness of using wetland treatment to remove coliform and nutrients in addition to the existing swirl separator units at the Lake that remove floatables (i.e., general trash) and settleable solids (i.e., sediment). SFPUC staff has recently held several public meetings on these issues. Board staff will be working with SFPUC staff to evaluate pilot project investigation results expected to be submitted in the fall of 2004 and the ongoing San Mateo and San Francisco stormwater programs’ pollution prevention efforts. 

Devil’s Slide Tunnel - San Mateo County (Carmen Fewless)

Caltrans representatives have been working closely with Watershed Division Staff, and are getting ready to submit a request for Water Quality Certification/Report of Waste Discharge for the Devil’s Slide Tunnel Project on Highway 1, in San Mateo County. The proposed tunnel will be a two-lane facility approximately 4.5 miles in length. The Project requires some filling of wetlands and mitigation for filling. Once a complete application is submitted and the project proposal satisfies the requirements of the program, staff will, in early 2004, be bringing the Project before the Board for adoption of Waste Discharge Requirements.

North Bay Phase II Storm Water Program Update (Selina Louie)

The Statewide Stormwater Phase II General Permit lists four steps that must take place before a Phase II applicant will have permit coverage:

1. Applicant has submitted a complete application to the appropriate regional board;

2. Proposed Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP) has been reviewed by regional board staff;

3. Receipt of a complete application is publicly noticed for a minimum of 60 days and copies provided to the public for review and comment upon request; and
4. SWMP has been approved by the Executive Officer or approved by the regional board in a public hearing, if requested.
The City of Petaluma has completed Steps 1 and 2 in the permit coverage process. Staff is making a recommendation to approve the City of Petaluma’s SWMP and anticipates noticing the City’s SWMP by the end of November for public review and comment. Staff also anticipates making a recommendation to approve the Napa County Storm Water Management Program’s (incorporating the City of Napa, Town of Yountville, City of St. Helena, City of Calistoga, and County of Napa ) SWMP in early December and noticing the Program’s SWMP by the middle of December. We will notify the Board if any member of the public requests a hearing on their SWMPs.

Targeted Site Investigations at Brownfield Sites - Update (Stephen Hill)

Strongly supported by Board staff, a brownfield site in our region has been selected to receive a U.S. EPA funded targeted site investigation (TSI) by a state contractor later this fiscal year. The Oakland Redevelopment Agency’s site near the MacArthur BART station is one of only six sites statewide that were selected by Cal/EPA. TSIs are intended to resolve uncertainty about the presence and magnitude of contamination at brownfield sites; this uncertainty is often the key reason why brownfield sites remain vacant or under-utilized. The 0.3 acre Oakland Redevelopment Agency site was used for bulk fuel storage in the past, so site contamination is quite likely. The Agency plans to redevelop the site for mixed residential and commercial use as part of the proposed MacArthur Transit Village. The Agency’s TSI application enjoys community support and includes a letter of support from the MacArthur BART Citizen’s Planning Committee.

The TSI project is a joint effort of Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and the State and Regional Boards. DTSC is the lead administering agency. DTSC received a total of nine TSI applications, including three for sites in the Los Angeles region, five in the Central Valley region, and the one in our region. On November 7, a Cal/EPA panel with representatives from this region and the Los Angeles region met and selected six of the sites to receive TSIs in the first of two allocation rounds. DTSC has budged $350,000 to pay its contractor to perform the first six TSIs. Board staff will work with DTSC to prepare a “scope of work” for the Oakland TSI and will review the final TSI report. Once a redevelopment proposal emerges, we will oversee any resulting cleanup activities.

Brownfields are properties where real or perceived contamination has the effect of hindering redevelopment, thereby increasing development pressure on the urban fringe. In the October EO report, we noted that the state of California received a $1.5 million U.S. EPA brownfield grant for various activities this fiscal year. Up to $0.6 million of this grant will be used for TSIs. Sites that were not selected in the first round can be considered in future rounds; we expect U.S. EPA to continue to provide state brownfield grants in future years. Local agencies can also apply directly to U.S. EPA for their own brownfield grants; we expect to be writing several letters of support for local agencies in December.

Staff Meets with Japan Petroleum Energy Center Visitors (Alan D. Friedman)

On November 6, staff from the Groundwater Protection and Toxics Divisions met with Midori Hoshino of the Japan Petroleum Energy Center (JPEC), and Hideto Takahata of Showa Shell Sekiyu, a consultant to the JPEC. The JPEC is  a research group seeking to improve the efficiency of producing and using refined petroleum products. Petroleum serves a majority of the energy needs of Japan, but virtually all of it must be imported from other countries.

As in the U.S., Japan is facing the challenges of brownfields redevelopment, or the cleanup and conversion of petroleum hydrocarbon contaminated properties. Unlike the U.S., Japanese environmental officials have just started on this process, and Mr. Hoshino and Takahata were visiting the U.S. to learn about the regulatory and technical challenges that we have dealt with.

Specifically, they were inquiring about our experiences with New Pacific Properties. This was the redevelopment of the former Pacific Refinery in Hercules. Following the closure of the refinery in 1997, Catellus bought the property, dismantled the refinery, and proceeded to cleanup the site soil and groundwater to agreed upon risk-based levels. Board staff then concluded that remaining contaminants in the site’s groundwater and soil would not pose a threat to either the adjacent Bay or to the future site residents. The first phases of what will be a thousand homes are being built.

The Japanese visitors enjoyed the opportunity to learn about the history of New Pacific Properties, which Board staff regard as a very successful cleanup and redevelopment. We also had the chance to talk more generally about environmental regulation in California, and other groundwater site cleanups we have worked on. In turn, we learned about environmental regulation in Japan, which is similar in many respects, but different in the comparative centralization of government and the lesser degree of litigation and public involvement in government processes.

US EPA Brownfields October 2003 Conference (Gary J. Riley)

Gary Riley of the Groundwater Protection and Waste Containment Division presented "Vapor Intrusion Issues at Redevelopment Sites" at the Brownfields 2003 conference late October in Portland, Oregon. The topic is being addressed in a forthcoming document from the Interstate Technology Regulatory Council (ITRC), a multi-state organization that promotes innovative solutions to environmental challenges. Gary is a member of the ITRC Brownfields Team and is a contributing author to the team's publications. He also participated, at the invitation of the U.S. EPA, in a Portland workshop on risk assessment and risk communication hosted by the US-German Bilateral Working Group on Redevelopment of Potentially Contaminated Sites.

Workshops for ERS Version 2.0 (Johnson Lam)

We conducted two workshops in November to roll out Version 2.0 of our Electronic Reporting System (ERS) for NPDES discharge data. Version 2.0 upgrades our previous system with improved functionality (e.g. better data access, more pollutant fields). Over 70 treatment facilities and commercial laboratory representatives attended the workshops. In addition to describing the changes in Version 2.0, we also presented the various ways ERS data are used at the Regional Board. The overall response was very positive. Our dischargers were pleasantly surprised by the value added using ERS. Many also said that ERS benefits their operations by streamlining permit compliance checking and discharge reporting procedures. They generally felt ERS is user friendly and reliable and easy to install and maintain.

ERS allows us to accurately and instantaneously determine permit violations for Minimum Mandatory Penalties. It also facilitates permit re-issuance, TMDL development, and basin planning. Today, we have over 90 percent of our major dischargers using ERS. On an average day, these facilities (Municipal and Industrial) discharge well over 600 million gallons of treated wastewater into San Francisco Bay. We continue to work at expanding the system by encouraging more dischargers to submit data using ERS.

Standardizing Submittal Dates for NPDES Self-Monitoring Reports *(Gina Kathuria)
Assembly Bill 1541, effective January 1, 2004, classifies a new type of Mandatory Minimum Penalty. This new MMP applies when a Self Monitoring Report (SMR) is submitted 30-days past a deadline.

Currently, for various reasons, submittal dates for SMRs are not consistent among the dischargers. Submittal dates range from 15 days to 60 days after the reporting period. Therefore, to provide fair and consistent implementation of this bill with our limited resources, we are requiring the same submittal deadline for SMRs for all NPDES dischargers*. As of January 1, 2004, all SMRs will be required to be submitted to the Board on the first day of the second month after the reporting period. For example, a December SMR will be due on February 1. If an SMR is submitted later than the 30 days following this deadline, the Discharger is subject to an MMP of $3,000 per each 30-day period late.

We have communicated this modification in various ways:

· Presentation at an ERS/BACWA workshop held on November 13th;

· Posting of letter on our website; and

· A mass mailing to all affected NPDES dischargers. 

We are also strongly encouraging participation in our Electronic Reporting System (ERS) for those dischargers not currently enrolled, to help avoid future fines due to late submittals.

*Note: this does not apply to NPDES dischargers under the Groundwater General Permits. The SMR submittal dates for the Fuels and VOCs Groundwater General Permits remain at 15 days and 30 days, respectively after each reporting period.

Napa Sanitation District (NSD) Petitions MMP (Greg Walker)

On November 14, 2003, NSD petitioned the State Board for review of Order No. 03-092 adopted by this Board on October 15, 2003. This is the first appeal of about 90 MMP actions in this Region since state law created MMPs in 2000. The Order requires NSD to pay $147,000 for MMP violations of its NPDES Permit, which NSD has appealed to the state Court of Appeal. NSD asserts the MMP Order was “…based on illegal limitations contained in the NPDES Permit that should have been subject to a compliance schedule during the time of the violations; contains excessive fines due to improper calculations; and, violates federal and state law, including constitutional protections.” We will keep the Board informed on the resolution of this petition.

State of the Estuary Conference (Larry Kolb)
The State of the Estuary Conference in October went very well, with over 800 in attendance counting all three days. A highlight was keynote speaker Leon Panetta. Staff presentations included Dyan Whyte on TMDLs, Keith Lichten on stormwater control measures, and Larry Kolb on contaminants. Attendees’ evaluations indicated continuing satisfaction with the biannual conference.

PPIC Survey of California’s Marine and Coastal Issues (Steve Morse)
The Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) is a private operating foundation established in 1994 with an endowment from William R. Hewlett. The PPIC is dedicated to improving public policy in California through independent, objective, nonpartisan research. In its 40th PPIC Statewide Survey, and the sixth in a series of eight surveys focusing on population growth, land use, and the environment, this most recent survey focuses in particular on marine and coastal issues. Some of the findings of the current  survey were: the vast majority (88%) of Californians say that the condition of the ocean and beaches is personally important to them, with 60% saying it is very important; over half (52%) of the state's residents believe that the quality of the ocean along the state's shoreline has deteriorated in the past two decades; three in four residents (77%) support protecting wetlands and beach/bay habitats even if it means less commercial activity near the coast; half of all those surveyed (50%) favor prohibiting new off-shore oil drilling along California's coast, even if it means higher gasoline prices; and nearly all Californians agree that environmental protection should be a priority for the Schwarzenegger administration. Almost one-third (32%) think it should be a top priority, while a large majority (57%) say it should be an important priority. The full report can be found on www.ppic.org.

The Role of Groundwater in Integrated Water Management (Sarah Raker)

Sarah Raker was a moderator at the 24th Biennial Groundwater Conference and the 12th Annual Meeting of the Groundwater Resources Association of California on October 28 and 29 in Ontario, California. Although the conference was well attended, some of the invited speakers were unable to attend due to the wild fires in Southern California. The focus of the conference was on groundwater management and the increased role groundwater will play to meet California’s future water demands. The Department of Water Resources is updating two key publications that address this issue: California’s Groundwater and California Water Plan Update 2003. Speakers addressed several important topics including:

· Recent regulatory and legislative actions that affect groundwater

· Recommendations for developing groundwater management plans and water budgets

· Management of wastewater

· Desalination and recharge

· Emerging contaminants

Sarah also presented a poster titled “A Comprehensive Groundwater Protection Evaluation of the South San Francisco Bay Basins” summarizing the recent report prepared by the Board’s Groundwater Committee. Jeff Kapellas designed and created the poster. A copy of the report is available at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/sobayground.htm
Lawsuit Over Improper Disposal at Golden Eagle Refinery in Martinez (David Elias)

The Contra Costa Times recently ran an article reporting a law suit between Tesoro, the owner of the Golden Eagle Refinery and ConocoPhillips, the previous owner. The suit is apparently based on recently found documents that suggest the improper disposal of petroleum wastes within surface impoundments and not previously disclosed to Tesoro upon its purchase of the Refinery last year. Tesoro notified Board staff of its discovery a week prior to the article. Staff do not believe the new information on waste placement in the early 1990s poses an immediate threat or danger. Groundwater and surface waters are monitored around the surface impoundments in question and for the facility as a whole. Staff is also in the process of updating waste discharge requirements to be brought before the Board next spring that will address all the waste management units at the Refinery.

FTP Site for Submittal of Electronic Documents (Mary Rose Cassa)

In an ongoing quest to minimize paper and maximize the use of electronic documents throughout the Board, we are now providing an FTP (File Transfer Protocol) site that allows for submission of large documents electronically via the WWW. Often, large documents are blocked from our e-mail system due to size restrictions. The FTP site will allow dischargers and the public to submit and/or receive large documents and not hamper our e-mail system. Details and further information can be found on our web site (www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2).
In-house Training

Our October training was on writing skills and involved an outside trainer. Our combined November-December training will be on December 4 and will address stream and river restoration. Recent brown-bag topics included an October 29 session on data analysis (transformations to achieve normality) by our own Richard Looker and a November 19 session on wetland assessment data by Andree Breaux.
Staff Presentations and Outreach
On October 15th, Jenny Chen gave a presentation at Streets & Sewers 2003 conference about the Board’s newly adopted “Resolution in Support of Collaboration between the Regional Board and Bay Area Clean Water Agencies to Report and Manage Sanitary Sewer Overflows”. The conference was organized by the American Public Works Association.

Wil Bruhns addressed the Richmond Chamber of Commerce Leadership Environmental Day on October 16. He discussed Board programs, focusing on those that may affect small businesses, especially underground tanks, stormwater, and new construction. Also, on November 6, he spoke at a seminar on sustainable wine growing at the Wine Business Center in St. Helena, focusing on the control of sediment from vineyards.
On October 22, Marla Lafer, Board staff, and Elizabeth Lewis, Program Manager for the Marin County Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program, made a joint presentation on water quality permitting to the Marin County chapter of CELSOC (Contractors, Engineers, and Land Surveyors of California). The presentation covered local, State, and Federal requirements for permitting construction activities in or near ‘waters of the state’.
On October 28, 2003, Bill Johnson gave a presentation on “Keeping Creeks Clean--Pesticide-Related Toxicity in Bay Area Urban Creeks” at the Sonoma County Regional Parks District Pest Control Conference in Santa Rosa. Bill’s presentation provided continuing education credits for structural and landscape pest control applicators in Sonoma County.

Alec Naugle presented to the local chapter of the Groundwater Resources Association (GRA) on October 28th an overview of the report titled “A Comprehensive Groundwater Protection Evaluation for the South San Francisco Bay Basins”. The recently released report was prepared by the Board’s Groundwater Committee and provides an evaluation of major threats to groundwater quality in the Santa Clara Valley, San Mateo Plain, and Niles Cone groundwater basins. The report is an important milestone because it evaluates the effectiveness of numerous local, state, and federal groundwater protection programs that deal with various chemical and landuse threats to groundwater quality. The report also makes specific recommendations for improvement. The report is available on CD-ROM or online at: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/sobayground.htm
On October 28, Habte Kifle made a presentation on water quality certification regulations at the San Mateo Countywide Annual Workshop for Construction Site Planning and Management in Daly City. There were over 80 construction contractors, city and county engineers, inspectors, and planning directors who attended the workshop. San Francisco Estuary Project sponsored this workshop. Hossain Kazemi of Stormwater Compliance Specialists and former Board staff was the key presenter. Similar workshops were also conducted at eight other municipalities in the Region this year.

Stephen Morse made a presentation October 30th at the Pacific Industrial and Building Association’s “First Annual Fall Regulatory Conference” covering Regional Board regulations and policies.

Larry Kolb spoke before the Contra Costa Watershed Conference (November 12th), and also before the Contra Costa Environmental Forum (November 17th).
Steve Moore made a presentation on our stream protection circular and potential regulatory frameworks for stream protection at the Basin Planning Roundtable in Santa Rosa (North Coast Regional Board) on November 14. This roundtable has just been resuscitated after an eight-year hiatus.

Steve Moore also gave a presentation to the Industrial Environmental Association/California Manufacturers Association joint conference on November 20 in San Diego, giving an overview of the collaborative TMDL and ambient monitoring programs in our Region. He sat on a panel with John Robertus, the Executive Officer of the San Diego Region, Jonathan Bishop of the Los Angeles Region, and Alexis Strauss of EPA Region IX.
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