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STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Lila Tang)


MEETING DATE:  August 20, 2003

ITEM:

5B

SUBJECT:
City and County of San Francisco, Oceanside Water Pollution Control Plant, and the Westside Combined Sewer System, San Francisco - Reissuance of NPDES Permit

CHRONOLOGY:
March 1997 - NPDES Permit Reissued

DISCUSSION:
San Francisco operates a municipal wastewater treatment plant and combined sewer system that collects and treats both sewage wastewater as well as all street storm runoff from the west side of the city. The discharge from the treatment plant is to the Pacific Ocean 3.75 miles from shore. This is in federal waters and under U.S. EPA jurisdiction. During peak wet weather, San Francisco also discharges to seven combined overflow structures along the shoreline. These discharges are to state waters. Therefore, this is a joint permit with the U.S. EPA, and follows a slightly different issuance process. This process involves first a public hearing to receive all testimony (last month), followed this month with adoption and issuance, if you decide this is the appropriate action.

At last month’s hearing, the discussion revolved around how much credit San Francisco should be granted for the dilution at the deep ocean discharge. Subsequent to the hearing, U.S. EPA and San Francisco reached resolution of this dilution issue, and San Francisco indicated that they will not contest any other issue on this item. The resolution involves U.S. EPA’s commitment to review the dilution studies by March 2004, and changes to the permit’s reopener provision, F.15.i. on page 39. The attached Tentative Order reflects these changes. The attached revised Response to Comments also incorporates comments made at last month’s hearing. 

Finally, below are San Francisco’s answers to two questions the Board asked last month, which they did not get to answer:

1) Why did San Francisco build the ocean outfall 3.75 miles out?

San Francisco:  The outfall was placed to maximize instantaneous dilution, and to guarantee no return flows to beaches. Its orientation takes advantage of the currents emanating from the Golden Gate, which helps disperse the plume (i.e., increases dilution). The distance from shore keeps the plume offshore, and also is in a location that allows for greater depth. The greater depth provides for higher dilution, and thermal stratification that keeps the plume submerged.

2) Is the beach erosion problem impacting the wastewater systems?

San Francisco:  The structures are not threatened at this time. The southbound lanes of the Great Highway would have to be impacted first before the southern transport box is threatened. However, San Francisco recognizes the erosion problem and its various departments are working with the Golden Gate National Recreation Area and Army Corps of Engineers on the Ocean Beach Erosion Control Project to develop a solution, which may be 2 to 5 years out. 
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