STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Stephen Berger)

MEETING DATE: April 16, 2003

ITEM:


7

SUBJECT:
Fairfield-Suisun Urban Runoff Management Program, Solano County - Reissuance of NPDES Permit to Discharge Stormwater Runoff from Municipalities – Fairfield-Suisun Sewer District and the Cities of Fairfield and Suisun City.

CHRONOLOGY:
Permit Issued April 1995

Tentative Order for Permit Reissuance released for public comment – October 2002

DISCUSSION:
This reissuance of the Fairfield-Suisun Urban Runoff Management Program’s municipal stormwater permit and associated Management Plan will update performance goals (equivalent to performance standards) and management practices to be implemented in all Program components (Public Information and Participation, Watershed Awareness and Collaborative Activities, Municipal Government Maintenance Activities, Pollutants of Concern Controls, Illicit Discharge Controls, Industrial and Commercial Business Controls, and New Development and Redevelopment).  It also provides for monitoring, annual reporting and evaluation, addressing pesticides and other pollutants listed as impairing waterbodies, enhancing reporting for several Program implementation elements, and implementing a multi-year monitoring plan. 

The Revised Tentative Order (Appendix A) addresses the comments received from Program permittees and other interested parties and incorporates appropriate changes based on these comments.   The Revised Tentative Order builds upon and incorporates the process of adoption of the Amendments to the Santa Clara Valley, the Contra Costa and the San Mateo Permits, and the reissuance of the Alameda Permit.  The Revised Tentative Order includes updated new and redevelopment requirements and more stringent treatment control measures to limit stormwater pollutant discharges associated with new development and significant redevelopment projects.  This update is consistent with State and federal regulations and the approach the Board has taken elsewhere in the Region.  The latest revisions to the Order relative to New and Redevelopment are intended to improve program efficiency and limit cost to local government.
The Revised Tentative Order is modeled after and is nearly identical to the reissued Alameda Order.  Differences from the Alameda Order are:

(a) No annual workplans or updates are required.  Fairfield’s permit jurisdiction is much smaller than Alameda’s, and has constraints on resources.  Submittal of these workplans and updates would have very limited beneficial use in proportion to the amount of effort expended.

(b) Due dates for submittals and implementation, in general, are in terms of so many months/years after adoption.

(c) There are no separate performance goals for Rural Public Works Maintenance and Support.  These are combined with the ones for Municipal Government Maintenance Activities.

(d) No literature review is required for the Hydrograph Modification Management Plan.  This would merely duplicate efforts by others.

(e) The Annual Reports are due by November 1.

(f) The assessment for sediment mercury is not required.  This effort has already been accomplished.

These changes are included in the Revised Tentative Order in Appendix A.  The response to comments received is included in Appendix C. 

RECOMMEN-

DATION:
Adoption of the Revised Tentative Order

File Nos. 1538.02 and 2129.2063

Appendices:

A:
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B:
Amended Fact Sheet




C:
Response to Comments

D:
Comments Received
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