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ITEM:		6





SUBJECT:	Hewlett-Packard Company, 640 Page Mill Road, Palo Alto, Santa Clara County - Hearing to Consider Mandatory Minimum Penalty for Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State





CHRONOLOGY:	July 1999 – VOC General NPDES Permit reissued


	November 1999 – Hewlett-Packard Company authorized to discharge under general permit





DISCUSSION:	Hewlett-Packard Company (HP) operates a groundwater extraction and treatment system at its 640 Page Mill Road site in Palo Alto.  Between November 27, 2001, and December 6, 2001, HP had two effluent limit violations for vinyl chloride at concentrations of 0.72 and 0.56 microgram per liter (ug/l).  The violation of 0.72 ug/l is 44% over the effluent limit of 0.5 ug/l and therefore requires a mandatory minimum penalty (MMP) of $3,000.


 


		We issued an MMP Complaint to HP in February (Appendix A).    HP waived its right to a hearing and submitted a $3,000 supplemental environmental project (SEP) proposal.  The SEP proposal (Appendix B) would partially fund the Aquatic Outreach Institute (AOI) to run a one-day “Watching Our Watersheds” teacher-training workshop for 30 Santa Clara County educators of grades K-12.  AOI is also proposing to provide participating teachers with a 400+ page binder containing additional background information and a classroom and outdoor curricula, and $150 stipends to conduct urban runoff pollution prevention projects with their students.  Upon completing a two-page paper, the participating teachers will become eligible for academic credit from California Sate University- Hayward.  We conclude that the proposed SEP is acceptable.





RECOMMEN-


DATION:	No action required





File No.  2189.8063 & 1210.48 (FA)


Appendices:


A - MMP Complaint and signed waiver


B - SEP proposal


