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SUBJECT:
Bel Marin Keys Community Services District
Novato, Marin County
Dredged Material Rehandling/Disposal Site


Waste Discharge Requirements and Water Quality Certification
CHRONOLOGY: 
The Board has not previously considered this item

DISCUSSION:
The Bel Marin Keys Community Services District (BMKCSD) has applied for Waste Discharge Requirements and Water Quality Certification to conduct maintenance dredging of approximately 420,000 cubic yards of sediment over the next 10 years to restore safe navigational depths in portions of Bel Marin Keys Lagoons and lower Novato Creek and to operate a dredged material rehandling/disposal site which will receive approximately 290,000 cubic yards of the sediment dredged from the lagoons and the creek.  The 28-acre rehandling/disposal site is located on diked bayland adjacent to the Bel Marin Keys community. The site was used in 1985 for dredged material disposal, and has been used intermittently as pasture prior to and since that event.  Due to its limited size, the facility will only provide disposal capacity for about one half the volume of BMKCSD’s current dredging needs.  The remainder of the dredged material will be “rehandled” (dewatered and consolidated) prior to transportation and off-site reuse as fill at an upland site or disposal at a landfill.  


This Tentative Order provides requirements for the operation and maintenance of the disposal/rehandling site, as well as monitoring and reporting requirements, including effluent limits, for the for dredged material return flow (decant water). It also provides requirements for mitigating potential impacts that could occur from dredging near sensitive habitats in Novato Creek and for mitigating temporal impacts to seasonal wetland that has developed at the rehandling/disposal site.

The Board, as a participant in the Long-Term Management Strategy for the placement of dredged material in the San Francisco Bay Region, is committed to reducing the in-bay disposal of dredged material and recognizes the need to foster economically and environmentally sound disposal and beneficial reuse alternatives. The Tentative Order helps accomplish this goal by permitting the BMKCSD Rehandling/Disposal Site to process (dewater and consolidate) dredged material in a manner that provides protection of the environment while increasing the feasibility of beneficially reusing the material at other upland locations. 

RECOMMEN-

DATION: 

Adoption of the Tentative Order
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