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SUBJECT: 

WETLANDS DEVELOPMENT AT FORMER HAMILTON ARMY AIRFIELD, NOVATO, MARIN COUNTY – Status Report 

DISCUSSION:
This is a status report on the progress of converting a large portion of the former Hamilton Army Airfield (HAAF) in Novato to tidal and seasonal wetlands (see attached Site Location and Wetlands Restoration Maps).  The project involves multiple state and federal agencies and has the interest of both state and federal legislators.  The Regional Board will become the state regulatory lead for the wetlands development and the State Coastal Conservancy is the state project sponsor along with US Army Corps of Engineers.  Your staff in the Department of Defense base closure section of the Groundwater Protection and Waste Containment Division are overseeing this project. 

Hamilton Army Airfield is a former military installation located on a diked and subsided bay front parcel along San Pablo Bay in Novato.  A perimeter levee separates tidal waters of the Coastal Salt Marsh from the Inboard Area that is to be restored to a tidal marsh, in part by the placement of clean sediment from dredging operations in the Bay.  The Coastal Salt Marsh occupies approximately 78 acres and is owned by the State Lands Commission.  The Inboard Area consists of approximately 644-acres that includes the Main Airfield Parcel and about 10 acres outside the perimeter levee.

The property will be transferred to the State before all cleanup activities are complete and much of the dredge sediment placement will be part of the cleanup remedy scenario.  The property transfer process will be from the Army to the State Coastal Conservancy upon governor’s approval.  It is anticipated that part of the governor’s approval may rest upon the timely adoption of Site Cleanup Requirements for the site.  Draft Site Cleanup Requirements have been prepared for preliminary agency review.  They can not be brought before the Board for adoption until both a Record of Decision and a CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act) determination have been made.
The Regional Board will assume lead agency status for regulation of the over restoration of the Inboard wetlands and cleanup of Coastal Salt Marsh upon adoption of Site Cleanup Requirements and approval of transfer from the governor.  The U.S. Army (BRAC) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be responsible for cleanup and restoration activities, funded partly by the SCC.  Regional Board Waste Discharge Requirements will subsequently be issued for the actual wetland restoration project and dredge sediment placement.

The project has been on a fast track since November of 2002 after extended cleanup and several false starts that have occurred over the previous 10 years.  The goal is to obtain approvals and transfer of property by September 30th of this year, the end of the current Federal Fiscal Year, to avoid the potential loss of funding.

Naomi Feger and Curtis Scott will make a brief presentation showing the magnitude and benefits of the projects.
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ATTACHMENTS:
A.  Site Location Map

B. Wetland Restoration Map
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