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SUBJECT:

CHANG SU-O LIN (AKA JENNIFER LIN), HONG LIEN LIN (AKA FREDERIC LIN), AND HONG YAO LIN (AKA KEVIN LIN), DUBLIN RANCH PROJECT, CITIES OF DUBLIN AND LIVERMORE, Alameda County - Adoption of New Waste Discharge Requirements AND WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION

DISCUSSION:
The Lin Family (hereinafter Discharger) has submitted an application for Water Quality Certification and Waste Discharge Requirements to construct a mixed-use residential, commercial, and open space development on a 515-acre site in the City of Dublin (hereinafter Project).  The Project consists of the following elements:

a) Approximately 2,730 residential units at varying densities on about 271 acres;

b) Approximately 2.3 million square feet of retail, office, and commercial uses on about 146 acres;

c) 58 acres of parks;

d) Dedication of 45 acres as open space; and, 

e) Associated roads, utilities, and other infrastructure.

There are approximately 10.22 acres of jurisdictional waters of the United States, including creeks and wetlands, on the Project site.  In addition, the site contains an unspecified amount of seasonal creeks that are waters of the State.  The Project will result in the direct placement of approximately 20,300 cubic yards of fill into and/or other permanent disturbance of all of the Project’s 10.22 acres of jurisdictional waters.  The site’s waters provide habitat for federal- and state-listed special status species, including the California Red-Legged Frog and the California Tiger Salamander.

To mitigate for its permanent fill of these waters, which include 8.78 acres of freshwater wetlands, including seeps, a 0.92 acre freshwater pond, and 5,548 linear feet of freshwater creeks, totaling 10.22 acres of waters of the United States, the Discharger will complete mitigation comprised of on-site creek reconstruction, and the much more significant preservation and enhancement of reaches of two creeks, their buffers, and portions of their watersheds adjacent to the site:  the Northern Drainage and Tassajara Creek.  The Discharger will also create and enhance wetlands and other waters at a site in Northern Livermore.

To mitigate for the Project’s post-construction stormwater impacts, the Discharger will construct a regional water quality pond that treats runoff from much of its Project and other developed or soon-to-be developed areas that drain into or through the Project, and will additionally ensure the implementation of source controls, design measures, and treatment controls to the maximum extent practicable for specified land uses in much of the southern portion of its Project.

The Discharger has submitted a draft proposal for financial assurance of the successful creation of its wetland mitigation, and this proposal appears acceptable.  

To date, a Biological Opinion for the Project has been issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The Project has not yet received permits from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or State Department of Fish and Game.


Comments on the Tentative Order circulated for pulibc comment were received from the Discharger’s representative and the City of Dublin (Appendix B).  While the commenters supported the Tentative Order, some of their comments were incorporated into the revised Tentative Order (Appendix A).
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APPENDIX C

Figures 

	Figure Number
	Title
	Description

	1
	Dublin Ranch:  A Master Planned Community
	Shows, in plan view, the overall Dublin Ranch project.  The portion of the project that would be permitted by the Revised Tentative Order consists of Areas B, C, E, F, and H.  Interstate 580 is at the bottom of the figure.  Two of the three off-site mitigation sites are at the top of the picture.  On the left is the Tassajara Creek Conservation Area.  Above the Dublin Ranch Project is the Northern Drainage Conservation Area (partly labeled “Area D.”).

	2
	Dublin Ranch Mitigation and Monitoring Plan:  Project Impacts/Habitat Map
	Shows the extent of jurisdictional waters, including ponds, creeks, and wetlands, on the Project site.  There are 10.22 acres of jurisdictional waters, all of which would be filled under the Revised Tentative Order.

	3
	Dublin Ranch Tassajara Creek Conservation Area Aerial Plan View
	Plan view of the Tassajara Creek Conservation Area.  The solid orange area represents the habitat management zone that is closer to the creek.  The cross-hatched orange area represents conservation area on which paths, some fill, and stormwater BMPs would be permitted.

	4
	Plan View of the Northern Drainage
	Plan view of the Northern Drainage Conservation Area.  The Northern Drainage flows from right to left, under Tassajara Road and into Tassajara Creek.  The mitigation plan would regulate grazing and complete other enhancement activities on most of the Northern Drainage’s watershed, as shown here.

	5
	Lin Livermore Conservation Area Habitat Management Plan:  Plan View
	Plan view of the Lin Livermore Conservation Area, showing wetlands to be created and the proposed improvements to help manage livestock grazing, reducing the extensive overgrazing impacts now present on the site.


