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MEETING DATE:   September 18, 2002

ITEM:


I

SUBJECT:
Resolution in Support of Santa Clara Valley Water District Request for 
Funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account for Cleanup and Abatement of Mercury in Guadalupe River Watershed project – Adoption of Resolution

CHRONOLOGY:
The Regional Board has not previously considered this item

DISCUSSION:
The New Almaden Mining District, located in Southern Santa Clara County, is the largest mercury mine in North America.  From the late 1800’s to 1975 mercury from this region was used to process gold during the gold rush, produce military ignition devices, and used for industrial applications.  Unfortunately, what remains is a toxic legacy.  The Guadalupe River and its tributaries are on the 303(d) impaired water body list , and a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) project for mercury is required for the entire Guadalupe River Watershed.


Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) has applied for funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA) to Cleanup and Abate Mercury discharges in the Guadalupe River Watershed.  The SCVWD proposes to complete critical  TMDL tasks by identifying sources, estimating mercury loads, and identifying and implementing source control actions.


We conclude that such a project would have substantial benefits for protecting beneficial uses in the Guadalupe River Watershed.  Additionally, the lessons learned in this watershed will likely be applicable to the numerous mercury impaired waters in the State impacted by mercury.


We strongly endorse the SCVWD’s plans to continue to work with the Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative (SCBWMI), the stakeholders in this TMDL-related project.  The SCBWMI is well represented by public agencies, regulatory agencies (including U.S. EPA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and California Department of Fish and Game, in addition to the Regional Board), environmental interest groups, special interest groups (such as the League of Women Voters), consultants, and individuals.  


The Tentative Resolution (Appendix A) supports SCVWD’s pending proposal to seek up to $3,000,000 in CAA funds to  Cleanup and Abatement Mercury discharges in Guadalupe River Watershed.  

RECOMMEN-

DATION:

Adopt the Tentative Resolution

Appendices:
A.  Tentative Resolution


B.  SCVWD Project Proposal

