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ITEM:
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SUBJECT:
CALERA CREEK WATER RECYCLING PLANT, CITY OF PACIFICA, SAN MATEO COUNTY – Amendment of NPDES Permit

CHRONOLOGY:
September 1999 – Permit last reissued

DISCUSSION:
The City of Pacifica owns and operates the Calera Creek Water Recycling Plant (CCWRP), which provides tertiary treatment of domestic wastewater from the City of Pacifica.  The treatment plant has a dry weather design capacity of 4.0 million gallons per day (MGD), and a peak hourly wet weather flow capacity of 20 MGD.  Tertiary effluent from the CCWRP is discharged into Calera Creek, a tributary of the Pacific Ocean.


The Tentative Order amends the existing total coliform limit in the NPDES permit, Order No. 99-066, to a fecal coliform limit.  This fecal coliform limit is protective of municipal drinking water and water-contact recreation, the most stringent beneficial uses of Calera Creek.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Comments (Appendix B) were received from the Discharger in support of the Tentative Order and from a Pacifica resident, who contests the Tentative Order.  Ms. Hovermale contends that the proposed fecal coliform limit will result in (1) an increase in foul odors from the CCWRP, and (2) adverse ecological impacts to the Calera Creek wetland habitat.  


Staff has communicated to the City regarding Ms. Hovermale’s concerns over the odor problem and will ensure her concerns are addressed.  The proposed fecal coliform limit is protective of human health-related beneficial uses as stated above.  Other toxic pollutant limits, which remain unchanged in the existing permit, are protective of beneficial uses such as wildlife, cold freshwater and warm freshwater habitats.  

RECOMMEN-

DATION

Adoption of the Tentative Order

File No.:
2179.7022 (JN)

Appendices:
A.  Tentative Order

B. Correspondence

C. Staff Response to Comments

