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Impact of FY 02-03 Budget (Steve Morse) 

While we are now into the second quarter of the FY, we are just now seeing the full impacts of our reduced budget. After several years of growth, our budget forecast has completely reversed and we are told that we and seven other Regional Boards are overstaffed. In anticipation of this, the State Board, in consultation with the Regional Boards, has taken extreme measures to protect our staff resources. This has included establishing priorities among all the programs (e.g. TMDL first), prioritizing where vacant positions will be lost, significantly reducing contract dollars available to supplement Board efforts, and even elimination of full programs (e.g. Above Ground Tank). Our groundwater programs are taking significant reductions. Although I am still requesting that some personnel allocations be changed based upon a revised work model, these tight budget times will make these types of redirections much more difficult. In addition, we expect even more budget turmoil later this year and for the next several years. I will keep you informed of significant budget changes affecting programs as they occur.

Region 2 Dairy Facilities (Laurie Taul)

Over the last year, our staff Dairy Program Team conducted inspections for each of our dairies, and evaluated each for compliance with the State Standards for Confined Animal Facilities. As a result, staff graded each facility according to predetermined compliance criteria, making it easier to consistently evaluate changes in future compliance status. 

Current Regional Board policy provides for a waiver of individual Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for dairies if they are in compliance with State Standards. However, recent state legislation requires the State and all regional boards to adopt new procedures for issuing such waivers by January 1, 2003. Therefore, we will be recommending a revised waiver for those facilities in compliance and a permit for those facilities not in compliance. In anticipation of these changes, Board staff sent a letter to each dairy owner and/or operator (51 in total), notifying them of the current operational requirements, upcoming regulatory changes, and their current compliance status.

Based on the inspection grades, Board staff categorized each dairy into one of the three compliance-status groups: In Compliance, Pending Compliance, or Out of Compliance. Currently, 17 are in compliance, 17 are pending compliance and 17 are out of compliance. With this compliance status notification and explanation of regulatory requirements, it is our hope that most of the pending-compliance dairies will make the minor improvements needed to bring the facility into compliance prior to our issuance of the new waiver of WDR and permitting requirements. 

Additionally, for the first time, we will be awarding a Certificate of Recognition to those facilities that have demonstrated consistent and reliable dedication in maintaining compliance with the water quality standards for confined animal facilities. Staff has determined that approximately 13 dairies deserve this award. We will be mailing the award this month and will recognize the recipients during the upcoming Sonoma-Marin Animal Resource Committee meeting held in Two Rock, Sonoma County. Our Dairy Program Team includes: Carmen Fewless, Bill Hurley, Jeff Kapellas, Sandi Potter, Laurie Taul, Rebecca Tuden and John West.

Radioactive Materials Disposal (Alan Friedman)

I have just issued a Cleanup and Abatement Order to impose a moratorium on the disposal of decommissioned materials, which are materials with low residual levels of radioactivity, into all Class III landfills in our Region.  These are landfills that normally dispose of household, municipal waste.  The governor recently vetoed SB 1970, which would have prohibited the disposal of all decommissioned materials, regardless of the level of radiation, to Class III landfills.  Instead of legislation, he issued Executive Order D-62-02.  This Order directed the State and Regional Boards to impose a moratorium on the disposal of decommissioned materials, with radioactivity above local background levels, to Class III landfills.  All Regional Boards will issue a Cleanup and Abatement Order, which imposes the moratorium until such time that the Department of Health Services (DHS) completes its assessment of the risks associated with the disposal of decommissioned materials, and sets appropriate regulations for this disposal.

DHS licenses medical, commercial, education and other facilities that use radioactive materials.  Currently, there are no regulations governing the disposal of decommissioned materials.  

Brownfield Redevelopment in City of Brisbane (Randy Lee)

Staff recently met with the mayor, city manager, and public works director of the City of Brisbane to discuss environmental cleanup issues for a 550 acre property comprising the former Bayshore Railyard and Brisbane Landfill.  Redevelopment plans for this bayfront parcel have been the focus of the community’s attention since the parcel was purchased by the Taiwan-based firm Sunquest (formerly Tuntex) Properties in 1990.  However, after several years the new owner has yet to propose a final redevelopment proposal.  

The former Bayshore Railyard was previously owned by Southern Pacific Transportation Company and has been idle since 1960 when Southern Pacific ceased operations.  Portions of the railyard are contaminated by bunker fuel and heavy metals.  Board staff have met several times with the new owner over the past years and recently approved a conceptual remedial action plan, given different land-use scenarios.  The Brisbane Landfill stopped receiving waste more than 30 years ago but has not been properly closed in the interim.  Board staff updated the WDR for this landfill last year, and the WDR will require additional work to manage leachate issues and isolate the landfill from a small drainage ditch that runs through part of the landfill.  Any development on the landfill will have to maintain the landfill’s integrity and prevent public health impacts to users.

In anticipation of a redevelopment proposal by Sunquest in the coming months, City officials requested this meeting with our staff to understand the Board’s role in the site redevelopment process.  They were especially interested in how the Board communicates with the public and coordinates with other agencies on environmental cleanup issues.  In addition to briefing City officials of our regulatory functions, staff stressed that we don’t make land use decisions and that, under a risk-based cleanup approach, the required environmental cleanup will depend upon the proposed land-use scenario.  City representatives told us to expect significant public interest in all aspects of this redevelopment proposal, including cleanup issues.  Staff agreed to involve the City in future meetings concerning significant environmental cleanup issues and to attend City council meetings, as needed, to explain our role and any proposed actions.     

Purex/Belmont Update (Nancy Katyl)

In early September, we issued a notice of violation for the former Purex Industries site in Belmont.  The dischargers - Purex Industries, Honeywell, and the landowner - are more than three months late in submitting an acceptable cleanup plan.   Past site activities led to the release of chlorinated solvents to soil and groundwater.  The groundwater plume from this site is substantial and now extends to Belmont Creek.  We are concerned about surface water impacts that may result from this plume "daylighting" in the creek.  The Board's 1998 site cleanup requirements order (as amended in 1999) requires the dischargers to submit an acceptable cleanup plan by June 1, 2002.  The dischargers submitted a draft cleanup plan in late 2001, but we found the plan deficient.  It did not adequately identify the health risks posed by site contamination and did not propose measures to stop plume migration or prevent further impacts to surface waters.  We have not received any substantive response from the dischargers since sending the notice of violation, and formal enforcement may be necessary to obtain compliance in this case.

Industrial Stormwater Violations (Richard Hiett)
As reported in the June Executive Officer Report, contractors for U.S. EPA, in coordination with Board staff, performed 63 industrial storm water compliance inspections at industrial facilities in Alameda and Contra Costa counties.  Last month, we sent Notices of Violation to the five facilities that had major violations and were identified as high priority facilities for Board staff action, and also to the 39 facilities that had minor violations.

We have begun conducting follow-up inspections at all of the high priority facilities as well as focused inspections on the minor violators.  We also plan to send letters of commendation to the nineteen facilities found to be in compliance. Richard Hiett has been assigned to work on follow up on the USEPA contractor inspections.

Our Industrial Storm Water Program coordinators, Rico Duazo and Alexa La Plante, along with a team of student interns, have been reviewing and processing the annual industrial storm water monitoring reports for these and the other 1600 industrial facilities in our region.   We intend to present the findings of the reviews of these facilities in the coming months.

Second Early Transfer at Mare Island (Gary Riley)

On September 19, Governor Davis approved the Covenant Deferral Request for the Western Early Transfer Parcel, clearing the way for immediate transfer of over 2,800 acres of dredge ponds, wetlands, and submerged lands to the State Lands Commission. This represents a major achievement for the Navy and an opportunity for the State to recover sovereign lands deeded to the U.S. for military purposes in the mid-1800s. 

In the coming months, we expect the State Lands Commission to lease the active dredge ponds to the City of Vallejo, which will then sublease them to an operator following permitting by the Board and other agencies. Inactive ponds will remain as wetlands leased to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Weston Solutions, Inc. has assumed responsibility for approximately $50 million in environmental cleanup of Navy-retained property on the western half of Mare Island. Board staff are actively overseeing cleanup of pollution across Mare Island. 

The previous early transfer at Mare Island occurred in March 2001 and transferred the majority of the developed areas of the former shipyard. Both early transfers are high profile within DOD and strongly supported by the local community and reuse authorities.

Mercury TMDL (Dyan Whyte)

In November, we will complete the TMDL Project Report for mercury in San Francisco Bay.  Mercury is a persistent, bioaccumulative toxin absorbed by small aquatic organisms.  Mercury concentrates in higher organisms; high levels of mercury have been found in fish, including the fish people eat.  The TMDL Project Report will describe mercury sources and propose targets for mercury in fish tissue, bird eggs, and suspended sediment.  It will also discuss implementation plans.  On October 31, we will convene the Mercury Watershed Council to update stakeholders regarding this TMDL.  The meeting will also serve as a public scoping meeting to discuss the proper scope and content of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) document to be prepared for Basin Plan amendments to be proposed through the TMDL process. We intend to present this to the Board in November.

In-house Training

Our August training was on inter-personal communication including sexual harassment prevention.  Our September training was on Groupwise, our e-mail and scheduling software.  In October, we will have our annual 8-hour health and safety refresher, for staff whose work takes them to sites with hazardous materials or other perils.  Recent brown-bag topics included an October 2 session on new-development stormwater regulations by our own Keith Lichten.

Staff Presentations
The 2002 series of Erosion Control Workshops have again been very successful.  These workshops target the construction industry as well as local agency inspectors and planners. The workshops cover federal and state stormwater regulations, stream dynamics, erosion and sediment control best management practices, and the new Phase II regulations for construction. Regional Board staff, led by Hossain Kazemi, conduct the workshops with administrative assistance from the San Francisco Estuary Project.  This year 650 participants will have attended 8 workshops held throughout the Bay Area.   

On September 18, 2002, Keith Lichten spoke to the Pacific Industrial and Business Association on the upcoming changes to new and redevelopment NPDES stormwater requirements.  PIBA is a San Francisco Bay Area group including industries, consultants, law firms, and cities.

On September 8, 2002, Keith Lichten was accepted as a member of the Urban Water Resources Research Council, a council of the American Society of Civil Engineers that is respected for its work on urban drainage issues, including research and other work related to urban rainfall and runoff and stormwater BMP design.

Rico Duazo and Alexa La Plante made a presentation on September 25 on Compliance with the State’s General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Industrial Activities to members of the Northern California Metal Finishers Group Monitoring Program. 

On October 9, Dyan Whyte gave a talk titled Framing Management Questions to Formulate a Science Agenda at a CALFED sponsored workshop for developing a mercury science strategy for the Bay-Delta system and watershed.

I attended the annual issues meeting of the Western States Petroleum Association. I was on a panel with Art Baggett and Fran Diamond of the Los Angeles Board to discuss TMDLs and stormwater. It was a very productive event in that we discussed the importance and significance of these issues and WSPA’s roles in helping to implement solutions.
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