STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Tong Yin)

MEETING DATE: March 20, 2002

ITEM


12

SUBJECT:
SONOMA VALLEY COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

SONOMA, SONOMA COUNTY – Reissuance of NPDES Permit

CHRONOLOGY:
October 21, 1998 – Permit reissued.

DISCUSSION:
Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District (SVCSD) wastewater treatment plant currently has an average dry weather flow design capacity of 3.0 million gallons per day (mgd). The wastewater treatment plant processed an average dry weather flow of 2.5 mgd in 2001. The treated wastewater is discharged into Schell Slough during the wet weather season from November 1 to April 30. During the dry weather season, treated effluent is reclaimed for agriculture irrigation and wetland enhancement. The discharges into the slough and wetlands are shallow water discharges, therefore, no dilution credit is allowed in deriving final water quality-based effluent limits. 


The attached Tentative Order proposes final effluent limitations for nickel and chrysene and interim limits for copper, mercury, cyanide, tributyltin, and dieldrin.  According to the State Implementation Policy (SIP), interim limits for zinc have to be first addressed under a separate enforcement action proposed under Item 9.  The proposed permit has fewer toxic effluent limits than the previous permit because no reasonable potential was found for other pollutants using the SIP methodology.  


Comments were submitted by SVCSD and the Bay Area Clean Water Agencies (BACWA).  BACWA raised similar issues to those they have raised previously on other permits.  These issues concern mass limits, metal translator, interim mass limits, and use of narrative water quality objectives to establish numeric effluent limits.  


SVCSD’s comments are more specific to this item and staff has resolved most of the SVCSD’s concerns. 

                                    Both SVCSD and BACWA raised the comments on the applicability of freshwater or lower of the freshwater and saltwater objectives to the discharges into the tidal sloughs and managed wetlands. This Tentative Order proposes applying the more stringent of the freshwater and saltwater water quality objectives to both discharges to protect beneficial uses of the wetlands as well as the downstream tidal sloughs.  This issue is moot for pollutants with interim performance-based limits.  

                                    SVCSD is concerned about representativeness of the ambient background monitoring for the discharges.  Staff believes such monitoring should be performed in the local slough rather than in the Bay (e.g., near Golden Gate Bridge and Yerba Buena Island).  SVCSD is also concerned about the requirements to participate in the group efforts on developing site-specific objectives and TMDLs.  Participation in these efforts is one of the pre-conditions to allow interim limits and compliance schedules as proposed in the Tentative Order. Staff has prepared detailed responses to comments (Appendix  D).

RECOMMENDATION:
Adoption of the Tentative Order.
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