STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION


STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Lila Tang)


MEETING DATE:  June 19, 2002

ITEM:
8

SUBJECT:
General Chemical Corporation, Pittsburg, Contra Costa County – Reissuance of NPDES Permit

CHRONOLOGY:
March 20, 1996 – Permit reissued

DISCUSSION:
General Chemical manufactures electronic grade chemicals at its facility located at 501 Nichols Road.  The process mainly involves purification of raw materials to meet the requirements of the semiconductor industry.  Waste streams include air vent scrubbers, non-contact cooling water, boiler blowdown, and industrial storm water.  These wastes are neutralized and settled in a pond prior to discharge through a deepwater outfall to Suisun Bay.  The average discharge is 300,000 gallons per day.


The attached Tentative Order specifies limits, requirements and compliance schedules in accordance with the State Implementation Policy and consistent with the approach the Board has adopted in other recent permits.  These include a mass limit for mercury, interim performance limits for a number of toxic metals, and final limits for two pesticides (4,4’-DDE, and dieldrin).


Board staff received written comments from General Chemical and addressed them in the Response to Comments.  All issues have been resolved except the one on final limits for 4,4’DDE and dieldrin.  Since they are not a source, General Chemical requests that final limits be removed or deferred to allow collection of additional data.  As in other cases on this issue, the State Policy is clear that final limits are required and appropriate due to levels in the background.  There is no indication that General Chemical will have problems complying with these limits at the specified analytical detection levels.

RECOMMENDATION:  Adoption of the attached Tentative Order
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