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ITEM:


6.A

SUBJECT:

General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharge or Reuse of Extracted and Treated Groundwater Resulting from the Cleanup of Groundwater Polluted by Volatile Organic Compounds – Amendment of NPDES General Permit 

CHRONOLOGY:
July 20, 1994 - Permit issued




July 21, 1999 - Permit reissued

DISCUSSION:
The Board reissued this general permit in 1999. This general permit includes effluent limitations for 18 specific volatile organic compounds (VOC) and about 250 other organic compounds.  Three of the effluent limitations apply to an open-ended set of compounds  - “any other VOC,” “total polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons,” and “semi-VOC.” These limitations apply to any of the numerous organic compounds found using specific lab methods.  Because lab methods change over time, this feature gives dischargers a moving target to hit. In retrospect, using open-ended effluent limitations in a general permit is a mistake because general permits regulate a large number of dischargers and general permit effluent limitations should be focused on those pollutants most commonly discharged by the general permit enrollees. 




Dischargers covered by the general permit have experienced occasional violations of these “open ended” effluent limitations.  Although these violations do not have any water quality or public health significance, they trigger mandatory minimum penalties under the Migden legislation. 




The Tentative Order (Appendix A) would amend the 1999 general permit by deleting three effluent limitations titled "any other VOC," "total polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons," and  "semi-VOC."  This change would be retroactive to 1999.  The general permit would still require dischargers to monitor for all the additional compounds. At the time of the permit re-issuance in 2004, the monitoring data obtained during the five year life of the permit will be used to identify which additional compounds out of those hundreds of organic compounds should have effluent limitations.




We received a few questions but no comments on the Tentative Order. We expect this item to be uncontested.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:

Adoption of the Tentative Order.
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