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SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 



LOWER SILVER CREEK WATERSHED PROJECT, CITY OF SAN JOSE, SANTA CLARA COUNTY – Adoption of Section 401 Water Quality Certification and Waste Discharge Requirements
CHRONOLOGY:
The Board has not previously considered this item.

DISCUSSION:
The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) proposes to implement the Lower Silver Creek Watershed Project (Project) to modify 4.6 miles of Lower Silver Creek between its downstream confluence with Coyote Creek and the upstream extent at Cunningham Avenue in the City of San Jose.  The Project is proposed to provide 100-year flood protection to the 95% developed 100-year floodplain. The District applied in August 2001, for water quality certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act and waste discharge requirements under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act.

Construction of the Project will result in permanent and temporary direct impacts to 8.8 acres of jurisdictional waters and wetlands in Lower Silver Creek.  This includes impacts to 4.1 acres of open waters and 4.7 acres of freshwater wetland habitat.

To mitigate for its impacts to Lower Silver Creek, the District will create a total of 12.7 acres of open waters and freshwater wetlands within the Project area.  Because the mitigation will occur within a dynamic channel cross-section and will change slightly from year to year, the specific amount of open water vs. wetlands is not specified.  The District will, however, maintain a minimum of 4.7 acres of wetlands throughout the 10-year life of the Project mitigation program.  The District will also plant 2 acres of upland riparian trees and shrubs to mitigate for impacts to non-jurisdictional vegetation.  

Additional enhancement measures for the Project include planting 4 acres of top-of-bank riparian vegetation and 5 acres of shaded riverine aquatic habitat within the Project reach.
The Revised Tentative Order (Appendix A) specifies that 90% complete design plans must be submitted for Executive Officer approval prior to the start of construction of each phase of the Project.  The Revised Tentative Order was revised to incorporate appropriate changes in response to comments received from Santa Clara County Streams for Tomorrow and the Board’s legal counsel.  
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