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STAFF:  ALEC NAUGLE

MEETING DATE:  January 23, 2002

ITEM:
12

SUBJECT:
DOW CHEMICAL PITTSBURG FACILITY, PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY – Adoption of Site Cleanup Requirements

CHRONOLOGY:
Waste Discharge Requirements adopted in 1997 & 1998

DISCUSSION:
The Dow Chemical Company (Dow) owns and operates a chemical manufacturing facility located at 901 Loveridge Road in Pittsburg.  This facility occupies 993 acres adjacent to New York Slough.  Chemical manufacturing has occurred at the facility since the early 1900s.  Spills and leaks of chlorinated hydrocarbons from past manufacturing operations have caused groundwater pollution beneath the facility.  Dow is currently utilizing an innovative bioremediation system to cleanup polluted groundwater.

The Tentative Order (Appendix A) establishes requirements for monitoring groundwater pollution and for operating the bioremediation system.  The Tentative Order also addresses federal requirements regarding selection of a corrective action remedy and providing the community opportunity for public input to the decision.  The Tentative Order establishes (1) requirements for in-situ bioremediation as a groundwater cleanup remedy, (2) requirements for evaluating the effectiveness of the cleanup system, and (3) a new self-monitoring program.


Dow distributed a fact sheet to local residents and published an announcement in the Contra Costa Times in order to evaluate interest in holding a separate public meeting to discuss the Tentative Order and proposed groundwater cleanup remedy.  No public comments were received.  Staff has incorporated relevant comments submitted by Dow, and Dow has indicated acceptance of the Tentative Order.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:
Adoption of the Tentative Order (Appendix A)
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A – Tentative Order
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