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Site No. 02-01-C0259 (KHL)

Mr. Randy Lum

Public Works Director

City of Pleasanton

P.O. Box 520

Pleasanton, CA 94566-0802

Subject:
Acceptance of submitted reports, Happy Valley Golf Course, City of Pleasanton, Alameda County.

Dear Mr. Lum:


This letter provides formal notification of the Executive Officer’s acceptance of reports required by Order No. 01-026 for the City of Pleasanton’s Happy Valley Golf Course (Project).  Provision 3 of the Order requires that no Project construction commence until the documents, reports, plans, and studies required in the Order have been submitted to the Executive Officer and brought before the Board for its final approval.  The Board considered and approved the submitted plans at its February 27, 2002, meeting, with the revisions provided in the attachment.


Therefore, the following documents are acceptable to the Executive Officer, provided they are revised and final copies submitted as provided in the attachment.  In addition, we recognize that in the process of finalizing documents and plans for construction, minor changes may be required, or we may request minor changes.  As with any project, Board staff will continue to work with the City to resolve the need for any minor changes.  The following documents, then, are acceptable to the Executive Officer, as described above.  Finalized copies of two plans will be submitted prior to beginning of construction, as required by the Order, where noted:

· “City of Pleasanton Happy Valley Golf Course Grazing/Resource Management Plan,” prepared by SAGE Associates, dated November 2001.
· “Stormwater Management Plan for the Happy Valley Municipal Golf Course, City of Pleasanton,” prepared by Balance Hydrologics, Inc., dated December 2001 (finalized plan to be submitted).
· “Creek Relocation and Revegetation Management Plan, Happy Valley Municipal Golf Course, Pleasanton, California,” prepared by Balance Hydrologics, Inc., dated December 2001.
· “Wetland Mitigation Plan, Happy Valley Golf Course, Pleasanton, California,” prepared by Wetlands Research Associates, Inc., dated September 1999, as revised November 2001.

· “Integrated Golf Course Management Plan for the Proposed Happy Valley Golf Course, Pleasanton, California,” prepared by Golf Ventures International, dated August 2001 (finalized plan to be submitted).
· “Updated Implementation Plan for Land Acquisition, Fence Work, and Debris Removal in the Pleasanton Ridge Regional Park,” prepared by the City, dated November 15, 2001.
· “Water Conservation and Water Recycling Program for the Happy Valley Municipal Golf Course Project in Pleasanton, California,” prepared by the City, dated June 20, 2001.

· “Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for the Happy Valley Golf Course and Residential Area,” prepared by SAGE Associates, dated August 1, 2001.

The following documents have been submitted in draft form and will be finalized prior to the start of construction for the project, pursuant to the applicable Provisions in the Project’s Order:

· “Conservation Easement for the East Side and South End Conservation Areas Adjacent to the Proposed Happy Valley Municipal Golf Course Project in Pleasanton, California,” prepared by the City, and dated July 27, 2001.


· Conservation easement for the Koopman property conservation area.


We would like to congratulate the City on its efforts to finalize the golf course project, including the detailed plans that have been prepared and which have helped to better define the project and to improve the project’s potential for success.  In particular, we offer our congratulations to the City’s consultant Balance Hydrologics, which completed extensive work in the preparation of the creek relocation management plan.  While such relocations are experimental, we believe the potential for success here has been substantially increased by the groundwork completed by Balance and supported by the City.


If you have any questions or further comments, please contact Keith Lichten of my staff via email to khl@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov or at (510) 622-2380.










Sincerely,










Loretta K. Barsamian 

 








Executive Officer
Enclosure:
Attachment A: Requested changes to submitted reports, Happy Valley Golf Course, City of Pleasanton, January 2002. 

cc:
Dale Bowyer, RWQCB


Bruce Wolfe, RWQCB


Cecelia Brown, USFWS


Bob Smith, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 


Scott Wilson, CDFG

Attachment A:  Requested Changes to Submitted Reports, Happy Valley Golf Course, City of Pleasanton.

January 2002

Format:  Report:  <Requested Change>

Stormwater Management Plan 

Revise figure 3 to show a flat bottom, consistent with the text description of swale design, rather than the presently shown v-ditch.

Creek Relocation and Revegetation Management Plan

p.48 (see also Figure 17)  Please determine whether it is possible to add an appropriate graphic or graphics (e.g., bay tree, wetland plant, birds) to the proposed signs.

Appendix A.  Define “grade control” and show proposed designs of grade control structures.

Figures 14-16.  The Plan shows typical reaches of vegetated creek at maturity.  Please add a figure for a creek reach that will be crossed by a golf hole, to provide a maintenance model for how such a reach will be maintained.

The Plan includes a typical detail for creek crossings with a 10-foot clear span.  For Project creek crossings wider than 10 feet, details shall be submitted for the Executive Officer’s approval prior to construction.  These include all clear span crossings on Channel 7.

Grazing/Resource Management Plan

Per telephone discussion of January 14, 2002, between Orrin Sage of SAGE Associates and Keith Lichten, Board staff:

An additional reach of creek will be fully fenced and ungrazed, as described here.  The riparian/creek area that is the western portion of pasture 4, adjacent to pasture 5, downstream of the existing pond in the southwest corner of the site, will be fenced and not grazed.  This change will be made to the text of the report and to Figure 4:  Grazing Improvements Map.  The change is in addition to the creek fencing/grazing exclusion in the East Conservation Area.  The change will be accomplished by adding a fence on the east side of the creek that will connect to the existing pasture fencing to the west of the existing pond on that creek. The fence shall be located outside any immediate riparian vegetation remaining on the creek, and shall provide an ungrazed buffer of appropriate width (i.e., at least 75 feet, or wider as is appropriate) as measured from the creek centerline to the fence line.  On the downstream end, the fencing will connect to the proposed pasture fencing to be constructed around the golf course.  The existing pasture fencing on the west side of the creek will be retained and extended, as necessary, such that this reach of creek is entirely protected from grazing.

A section of text will be added to the report stating that a primary purpose of Plan monitoring is to compare grazed and ungrazed conditions and to adaptively manage appropriately.  For example, if riparian habitat is significantly improved in the fenced & ungrazed reaches of creek as compared to the grazed reaches, then the City shall complete additional fencing of creek areas, reduce grazing intensity, and/or complete other actions as necessary to maximize habitat value.  Similarly, if upland areas show significant evidence of grazing under the proposed regime, leading to increased potential for erosion and concomitant impacts to water quality, the City shall complete appropriate changes to grazing to reduce impacts.  This monitoring may also be completed as a part of the Creek Relocation and Revegetation Management Plan.

Wetland Mitigation Plan

Pursuant to staff’s discussion of January 28, 2002, with the City’s consultant, Wetlands Research Associates, the submitted plan sheets for the wetlands are being revised to alter the locations of some of the overflow depressions.  These plan sheets will be resubmitted to the Board.

The Wetland Mitigation Plan will be revised to include appropriate calculations showing that the overflow depressions will be stable over time, given the expected regime of flows.  These calculations may include applications of Manning’s equation and the use of local information (e.g., ABAG or NRCS guidelines) about soil erodability. 

Winston H. Hickox


Secretary for


Environmental


Protection
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Gray Davis


Governor
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The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.  For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov.
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