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Inspections of Dairies  (John West) 

There are approximately 52 operating dairies in Region 2, essentially all in Marin and Sonoma Counties.  From January 2001 through June 2002, Regional Board staff conducted a baseline inventory and inspected all of the operating dairy ranches in our Region.  This baseline inventory effort is the start of a recent comprehensive strategy to more proactively address animal waste runoff issues in our Region.  We are in the process of compiling a region-wide baseline ranking of the dairies that we will use to prioritize future enforcement and inspections so we can focus on the problem facilities.

Dairies have been identified as one of the primary sources of the pathogen, nutrient and sediment loading in Marin and Sonoma Counties watersheds.  This is important, as beneficial uses are impaired in both the Petaluma River and Tomales Bay watersheds due to excessive levels of pathogens, nutrients, and sediment.  These watersheds are listed on the impaired water bodies list, therefore TMDLs will need to be prepared and implemented.   During the next fiscal year, Dairy Team members plan to: prioritize and target future inspections; explore grant opportunities; improve outreach and education; reward good behavior by establishing a merit program; and increase enforcement activities.  In addition, anticipating more stringent EPA Dairy regulations expected in March 2003, Board staff will explore the use of individual or general permits to replace our existing conditional waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements that was adopted in 1983.

Board Staff have also submitted a proposal for a 5% redirect of General Funds from the State Board for a dairy pilot project to champion the new dairy strategy.  If approved, these funds would increase the staff time and resources available by redirecting the funds equal to almost one full time staff person to help address this issue. Our Dairy Program Team includes:  Carmen Fewless, Jeff Kapellas, Sandia Potter, Laurie Taul, Rebecca Tuden and John West.  

Groundwater Cleanup Progress (Stephen Hill)

The Board made significant progress in requiring cleanup of groundwater contamination at both fuel and non-fuel sites in our region.  For the fiscal year just ended, we requested or reviewed about 500 technical reports, issued 18 site cleanup orders, closed about 95 cases, and imposed penalties (ACL or MMP) at 4 sites.  Cumulatively, we have required dischargers to implement source control at over 6,000 sites and groundwater cleanup at over 800 sites.  Dischargers in our region have spent over $500 million on site investigation and cleanup work, and have removed nearly 1 million pounds of VOCs at the most heavily contaminated sites (federal superfund sites).  Cumulatively through June 30, we have closed over 6,000 fuel cases and over 350 non-fuel cases.  Contamination of deeper groundwater aquifers used for public supply wells has been rare, and only a handful of public supply wells have been impacted by these contamination sites.  We will be posting a fuller description of these accomplishments on our website shortly.

Workshop on Measuring Effectiveness of Pollution Prevention Programs  (Janet O’Hara)

The Regional Board co-sponsored (with U.S. EPA, the Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group, the Western Regional Pollution Prevention Network, and the Santa Clara County Pollution Prevention Program) a workshop for state, regional, and local agency personnel on June 13.  The workshop’s purpose was to improve the understanding and use of measurement techniques, so that the effectiveness of pollution prevention programs, such as pesticide use reduction or mercury elimination campaigns, can be measured and improved.  Based on the capacity crowd and the number of people unable to register, there is a real demand for this information. 

The workshop provided “real-world” examples of effective ways to measure the success of pollution prevention activities, along with quizzes to generate audience discussion of effective/ineffective measures, and outreach scenarios for audience members to complete.  Selina Louie, NPDES Division, organized the event and developed and presented the afternoon hands-on session.  Jan O’Hara, South Bay Watershed Management Division, contributed the storm water program perspective.  Attendees from both Wastewater and Storm Water programs should be able to use the measures learned in the workshop to improve their pollution prevention activities and provide more meaningful annual reports.
General Permit for Discharges of Aquatic Pesticides (Tina Low)

In July 2001, the State Board adopted the NPDES General Permit for Discharges of Aquatic Pesticides (General Permit).  The General Permit was adopted in response to a court ruling, known as the Talent decision, handed down by the federal 9th Circuit Court of Appeals.  The Talent decision involved the application of an aquatic pesticide to irrigation canals by the Talent Irrigation District.  The irrigation canals were connected to a natural watercourse by a gate that was left open at the time of the application, resulting in fish kills of juvenile steelhead.  The ruling declared that applications of aquatic pesticides require coverage under an NPDES permit.  

The State Board adopted the General Permit for the purposes of minimizing the aerial extent of aquatic pesticide applications and providing permit coverage to public entities applying aquatic pesticides for the benefit of the public.  Dischargers seeking coverage must file a Notice of Intent (NOI) to comply with the requirements of the General Permit, which include the submittal of a monitoring plan by March 1, 2002, and implementation of the monitoring plan by July 1, 2002.  Approximately 40 entities in Region 2 have submitted NOIs, and 18 monitoring plans have been received.  Regional Board staff sent out letters to those 18 dischargers, acknowledging receipt of the monitoring plan and directing the discharger to implement the proposed plan unless otherwise directed.

Napa River Watershed Report (Mike Napolitano)

The final report for the Napa River Basin Limiting Factors Analysis has been completed and is now posted on Regional Board website under available documents (http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/~rwqcb2/Download.htm).  The Napa River and its tributaries were listed as impaired by too much sediment in 1990, based on concerns regarding adverse impact to habitat for steelhead trout and other rare or threatened species in the watershed.  The study was used to refine TMDL problem definition, and the information developed has confirmed our concerns regarding sedimentation.  Other important factors identified in the study that may limit populations of steelhead, salmon, and other native fish species in the watershed include: 1) high summer stream temperatures and very low flows that limit fish growth; 2) a lack of habitat complexity caused by several factors including a lack of large wood in channels; and 3) a very large number of human-made barriers or impediments across channels that preclude or restrict access by steelhead to a large amount of potentially suitable habitat.  

A number of recommendations for interim management priorities and additional research were identified in the study.  The Napa County Farm Bureau, Napa Valley Grape Growers Association, Friends of the Napa River, Department of Fish and Game have provided positive comments and/or a letter of support regarding the quality of study.  

Status of Discharges from Groundwater Cleanups (Farhad Azimzadeh)
We regulate the discharge of extracted groundwater from fuel and solvent cleanup sites mostly through two NPDES general permits. The general permits have streamlined our permitting process, shortening the time needed to approve a discharge, reducing the number of items needing Board approval, and enabling staff to focus more on compliance. Last September, the Board reissued the fuel general permit. Last month, the Board also amended the solvent general permit. As of June 30, we had 75 facilities authorized to discharge under the fuel general permit, 90 facilities authorized to discharge under the solvent general permit, and four facilities discharge under individual NPDES permits. Most of these sites are located in the South Bay. 

During FY 2001-2002, Board staff processed 99 letters to authorize or reauthorize discharges and modify or rescind existing authorization letters under the two NPDES general permits, as tabulated below:


Authorization Letters by Type

	General Permit
	Re-issue
	New
	Modify
	Re-scind
	Total

	Fuel Cleanup
	51
	30
	7
	0
	88

	Solvent Cleanup
	0
	4
	7
	0
	11

	Total
	51
	34
	14
	0
	99


During the last fiscal year, we also issued four mandatory minimum penalty complaints and one notice of violation.
Fairchild Superfund site in San Jose (Keith Roberson)

Board staff are working with various parties to update one of the Regional Board’s oldest site cleanup orders to reflect Fairchild’s progress with groundwater cleanup and various changes in state cleanup policies.  The Board issued final site cleanup requirements for the Fairchild site in south San Jose in 1988, over 13 years ago.  Since then, Fairchild has conducted groundwater cleanup and the site has been redeveloped for commercial and retail uses - an Albertson’s supermarket sits on part of the site.  Residual on-site groundwater contamination is also contained by a slurry wall extending down through the first two groundwater zones.  In recent years, we approved temporary suspension of groundwater extraction and treatment, due to diminishing returns.  

Fairchild recently submitted a request for “containment zone” status, and that request has been reviewed in detail by USEPA, two local water agencies (Santa Clara Valley Water District and Great Oaks Water Company), and Board staff.  While we and USEPA staff support the request, the District and Great Oaks have significant concerns about a containment zone designation at this site.  At issue is the site’s location in a groundwater recharge area with active supply wells and uncertainty over potential future migration of contaminants.  We are currently working with these parties to address their concerns.  We don’t expect to bring this matter to the Board until we make further progress on the underlying issues.

 Plan for Unexpected Sites of Pollution Found in the Presidio (James D. Ponton)

The Final Removal Action Work Plan (RAW) for unexpected sites of soil pollution found in the Presidio of San Francisco will be made available for a 30-day public comment period in July 2002.    Formally, the RAW will be titled the “Plug-In Removal Acton Work Plan (RAW) for Contingency Sites.”   Representatives from the RWQCB and the Department of Toxic Substances Control are expected to approve the RAW in August 2002.

The purpose of the RAW is to establish procedures for the removal of small quantities (2,000 cubic yards or less) of polluted soil in an expedited manner.  The RAW applies to unexpected future locations of soil pollution encountered at the Presidio that are not addressed in the current environmental program.  The RAW applies cleanup levels for soil that have been established in cleanup Orders for the Site.  The RAW does not address remediation of groundwater or surface water.

At sites where soil contamination greater than 2,000 cubic yards in volume is encountered, additional investigation and/or remediation may be necessary.  At sites were groundwater is encountered, the groundwater will be analyzed for pollution.  Additional investigation and/or remediation may be necessary under DTSC and RWQCB oversight at those locations where groundwater is impacted above cleanup levels.

TMDL Board Agenda Items To Highlight Milestones (Tom Mumley)
A series of Board agenda items beginning in September 2002 will highlight significant milestones achieved in developing Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs).  We have developed a calendar that includes at least one TMDL Board agenda item per month.   Most of these items will be informational, not requiring Board action. Upcoming items include: a general TMDL Program update and presentation on stakeholder outreach; Preliminary TMDL Project Reports for Diazinon in San Francisco Bay Area Urban Creeks, Pathogens in Tomales Bay, and PCBs in San Francisco Bay; and a proposed Basin Plan Amendment for the San Francisco Bay Mercury TMDL.  

In-house Training

Our June training was on geographic information systems (GIS) we currently use, based on the ArcView software.  We also had supervisory training on the State Board’s public outreach program (June 25) and sexual harassment prevention (June 27). Our July training will be on Fortis, the imaging system we use to electronically file and retrieve documents.  We had one recent brown-bag topic – a July 3 session on the use granular activated carbon in groundwater cleanups.

Staff Presentations
On June 21, Chuck Headlee met with Ms. Hsiao-Chuan Li of the Taiwan Energy Commission to review MTBE issues in our region and in the state as a whole.  The meeting was arranged and hosted by Keyvan Moghbel 

On July 10, Stephen Hill participated in a panel discussion on “strategies for bringing remedial projects to completion” sponsored by the Peninsula Industrial and Business Association (PIBA).  He discussed the Board’s approach to case closure for non-fuel cases.

Mike Napolitano, together with project scientists from University of California and Stillwater Sciences, presented the results of Phase I of the Napa River watershed sediment TMDL study in Yountville on June 10.  The meeting, facilitated by Napa County, was very well attended with an audience of about 200 people, including representatives from local government, land managers, and local environmental interest groups.

Marcia Brockbank, Carol Thornton, and Wil Bruhns met with a Japanese group made up of academics and environmental activists, all concerned with Osaka Bay in Japan. Osaka Bay is similar to San Francisco Bay in that it is surrounded by a large urban population. The group was interested in our efforts to clean up the Bay and restore natural habitats along the shoreline.

I will be on vacation July 22 to August 2. Please call Larry Kolb (510) 622-2372 or Steve Morse (510) 622-2393 if you have any questions. As always Mary is available at (510) 622-2399.
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