
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

RESOLUTION NO. 01-103

Resolution directing the Executive Officer to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the interested parties for technical and financial assistance in the development of Water Quality Attainment Strategies for the San Francisco Bay Region.

WHEREAS, This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) memorializes the understandings of the Parties to this MOU regarding the development of Water Quality Attainment Strategies including Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLS) for the San Francisco Bay-Delta and its tributaries.

1. The development of Water Quality Attainment Strategies including TMDLs is required because the San Francisco Bay-Delta and its tributaries have been designated as impaired water bodies under Section 303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act [303(d) list].  Implementation of the National Toxics Rule, the California Toxics Rule and the State Implementation Policy must occur in conjunction with development of TMDLs;

2. The State Water Resources Control Board is primarily responsible for developing Water Quality Attainment Strategies including TMDLs through the nine regional water quality control boards.  The collaborative approach for developing Water Quality Attainment Strategies including TMDLs described in this MOU will likely be more efficient and successful than the traditional programmatic approach traditionally used by state and local regulatory agencies.  It is not the intention of the Parties to this MOU to limit collaborative discussion and analysis of pollutants to those pollutants on the 303(d) list; 

3. By entering into this MOU, the Parties have expressed their desire to work collaboratively on the development and implementation of water quality attainment strategies including TMDLS.  In order to facilitate these goals, the Parties will develop work plans, schedules for implementing the work plans, funding sources and monitoring programs;

4. Work carried out under this MOU will be done so in an inclusive manner that encourages participation by the Parties executing this MOU as well as other interested persons or organizations;

5. The Parties to this MOU will incorporate the concepts of adaptive management and sound science will be incorporated into development of Water Quality Attainment Strategies including TMDLS;

6. The Parties will ensure that regular public meetings provide a forum for comment from non-participating local and statewide interests and stakeholders, including but not limited to individuals or groups representing local environmental protection, environmental justice, recreation, Native American, and business community interests;

7. Pursuant to this MOU, the Parties will develop a Five-Year Plan (Plan) that identifies TMDLs on a pollutant basis, estimated annual and total costs, and completion schedule.  The Plan may be amended at any time with the mutual consent of the Parties; and 

8. Additional entities may be added to this MOU with the unanimous approval of the three Original Parties. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Board recognizes the importance of the effort to develop Water Quality Attainment Strategies for the waters within the San Francisco Bay Region; and

2. The Executive Officer is directed to sign this Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of the Regional Board.

I, Loretta K. Barsamian, Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, on September 19, 2001.

_____________________________

LORETTA K. BARSAMIAN
Executive Officer


