STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Janet O’Hara)

MEETING DATE: July 18, 2001

ITEM:


11

SUBJECT:
Workshop Regarding Amendment of Santa Clara Municipal Stormwater NPDES Permit Provision on New Development Treatment Measures – Opening of Public Hearing

CHRONOLOGY:
Permit Reissued February 2001

DISCUSSION:
The NPDES permit for the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program (Program) was reissued at the February 21, 2001, Board meeting, with the previous permit’s new and re-development performance standard, Provision C 3, retained as an enforceable placeholder.  Update of Provision C 3 was deferred with the Program Co-permittees’ consent at that time.  This deferral has allowed time for further meetings and discussions with the Co-permittees and other interested parties, and subsequent circulation on May 18 of the Tentative Order for NPDES Permit Amendment (Appendix A) for a 30-day public comment period.


The Tentative Order is intended to amend the permit to update the new and redevelopment performance standard to more effectively address impacts of new and re-development projects to downstream beneficial uses from both pollutants in stormwater runoff and changes in the amount and timing of stormwater runoff.  The Tentative Order is also intended to address the “Cities of Bellflower, et. al.” decision by the State Board in October 2000.  As such, the Tentative Order would amend the permit to include requirements that certain sizes of new and re-development projects include stormwater treatment measures, that those measures be properly maintained for the life of the project, that they be designed to treat an optimal volume or flow of stormwater runoff from the project site, and that significant changes in the way runoff occurs due to any increase in impervious surface created by the project not adversely erode creekbeds and banks downstream from the project.


The Tentative Order will be revised as appropriate, based on comments received during the workshop and the now-closed public comment period.  A revised Tentative Order and a formal Response to Comments will be distributed prior to the August Board Meeting, when a recommendation will be made for Board action.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:
No action is required at this time.
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Appendices:

A:
Tentative Order for Permit Amendment and Fact Sheet




B:
Staff Report 
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