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SUBJECT:

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, DEVIL’S SLIDE TUNNEL PROJECT, STATE ROUTE 1, SAN MATEO COUNTY - Issuance of NPDES Permit 
CHRONOLOGY:
June 2004 – Waste Discharge Requirements and 401 Certification Adopted

DISCUSSION:
The Board approved, in 2004, Caltrans’s project to construct two 4,000-foot long double bore tunnels to bypass the geologically unstable segment of Route 1 at Devil’s Slide between the cities of Pacifica and Montara.  Up to 1.15 million gallons per day of groundwater are expected to be released during the project’s drilling, blasting, and excavation activities.  After tunnel construction is completed, groundwater will continue to drain at up to 0.46 million gallons per day.  These groundwater discharges are not covered under the existing waste discharge requirements and necessitate an NPDES permit to regulate their discharge.  Consistent with the requirements of the California Ocean Plan, the Tentative Order (T.O.) requires Caltrans to treat all groundwater released from the tunnel for sediment, pH, and oil and grease prior to discharge to the ocean.  Additionally, the T.O. imposes a chronic toxicity limit. 





The Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary and Caltrans submitted comments (Appendix B) on the T.O.  Caltrans’s major comment was that the chronic toxicity limitation assumes zero dilution of the discharge in ocean waters.  Board staff revised the T.O. allowing a study to quantify the extent of ocean dilution.  The National Marine Sanctuary had concerns about potential impacts on ocean resources.  The response to comments (Appendix C) notes that the California Department of Fish and Game, National Marine Fisheries Service, and Board staff concur that the proposed discharge will not impact ocean resources.  The attached revised T.O. reflects all changes made in response to comments.
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DATION:

FILE No.


2179.7186 (BT)

APPENDICES:
A:
Revised Tentative Order





B:
Correspondence





C:
Responses to Comments
