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MEETING DATE: July 12, 2006
ITEM:


7
SUBJECT:
Contra Costa Clean Water Program, Contra Costa County - Amendment of NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit to Adopt Hydrograph Modification Management Standard
CHRONOLOGY:
July 1999
- NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit reissued


February 2003
- Amendment of NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit

  (Order No. 2003-0022 – New and Redevelopment Control Measures)


April 2006
- Tentative Order issued for Public Comment

DISCUSSION:
Order No. 2003-0022 required the Contra Costa Clean Water Program to prepare and submit for Board approval a Hydromodification Management Plan (HMP) to manage increases in runoff from certain new development projects, where that runoff can cause increased erosion of creek beds and banks, silt pollutant generation, or other impacts to beneficial uses.  The Program submitted its HMP Report in May 2005.  The HMP Report contains a Hydrograph Modification Management Standard and as well as design criteria, stream classification methods, and other supporting technical information.  The Tentative Order would approve key provisions of the HMP Report: the Hydrograph Modification Management Standard and the Model Calibration and Validation Plan, as modified in the Tentative Order.
The Tentative Order represents the results of negotiations between Board staff and the Program.  Board staff circulated the Tentative Order on April 22, 2006.  Based on public comments, Board staff made the following revisions to the Tentative Order: 
· The implementation date was delayed one month to reflect moving the date of Board consideration of the Tentative Order from June to July;

· The dates for submittal and review of the Program’s Stormwater C.3 Guidebook were delayed one month; 
· The “goodness-of-fit” criteria for matching pre- and post-project duration of runoff curves was relaxed (compared to the Tentative Order);

· Monitoring of “integrated management practices” shall continue if insufficient data are collected in the initial two year monitoring period, and associated reports shall be submitted to the Executive Officer;
· No project areas shall be considered “self-retaining” until the Executive Officer approves of “self-retaining” criteria;

· The Program shall either submit documentation that the HMP model is calibrated to local stream flows or carry out such calibration; 

· The Program shall use data from the highest rainfall area (the St. Mary’s College rain gauge) to develop sizing factors for one or more types of control units, as appropriate;
· The Program shall test the infiltration rate of actual Type A (sandy) soils in Contra Costa County;

· During monitoring of “integrated management practices,” the Program shall monitor projects with a mix of land types (pervious and impervious) to determine if simplifying assumptions used in the HMP are valid and shall determine if rainfall data are available to run the model in more frequent time-steps.
The changes are shown in underline (additions) – strikeout (deletions) mode in the Revised Tentative Order (Appendix A).
The Revised Tentative Order approves the Hydrograph Modification Management Standard and the Model Calibration and Validation Plan and incorporates both into the Permit subject to the revisions set forth in the Tentative Order.
The Board approved key elements of the Santa Clara Valley Urban Pollution Prevention Program’s HMP in July 2005, which similarly incorporated elements of that Program’s HMP into its permit.  We will be bringing similar permit amendments to the Board for its approval in the coming year for all large countywide stormwater programs.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:
Adopt the Revised Tentative Order.

File No. 1538.01 (JBO)

Appendices:
A:
Revised Tentative Order


B:
Fact Sheet


C:
Public Comments


D:
Response to Comments
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