
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 88-145

AN ORDER REQUIRING ICI AMERICAS, INC., RICHMOND PIl\NT, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY,
TO CEASE AND DESIST FROM VIOLATING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS CXlNTAINED
IN ORDER NO. 84-88

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. On December 18, 1984, the Regional Board adopted Order No. 84-88 (NPDES
No. CA0006157) prescribing waste discharge requirements for Stauffer
Chemical Company, Richmond plant (hereinafter referred to as the
discharger) .

2. The discharger manufactures DEVRINOL (a herbicide), and VAPAM (a soil
fumigant). The plant also formulates, packages, stores, and bulk loads
several other agriCUltural pesticides, inclUding thiocarbamates. A
research laboratory and a pilot plant are also located on-site. No
process wastewater is discharged to the wastewater treatment system.

3. Order No. 84-88, provides, in part as follows:

"Prohibition A. 1.

Discharge of waste 001 which contains constituents of concern, and
is discharged at a location that does not receive a minimum of 10:1
dilution, is prohibited."

and,

"Provision D. 2.

The discharger shall comply with Discharge prohibition A. 1. by
July 1, 1987. The discharger shall submit by JUly 15, 1985 a
proposal with time schedule for achieving compliance. Compliance
may be achieved by demonstrating to the satisfaction of the Board
that an exception to the Basin Plan Prohibition should be granted.

4. The Basin Plan states that "it shall be prohibited to discharge any
wastewater ••. any pont at which the wastewater does not receive a
minimum initial dilution of at least 10:1. Exceptions to this
requirement will be considered for discharges where "an inordinate
burden would be placed on the discharger relative to beneficial uses
protected and an equivalent level of protection can be achieved by
alternate means, such as an alternative discharge site, a higher
level of treatment, and/or improved treatment reliability."

5. During the 1986 Basin Plan revision, effluent limitations for
shallow water dischargers were established. The Basin Plan allows
for alternate limits proposals where the discharger " ...
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