
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL 001IRD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-003
NPDES NO. CA0038580

REISSUING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR

HERCULES WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
CITY OF HERCULES
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The City of Hercules, hereinafter called the discharger, by application
dated June 25, 1987, has applied for renewal of waste discharge
requirements under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems.

2. The discharger completed renovation of its existing wastewater treatment
facility in 1985 to provide conventional aerated/facultative pond
treatment. The treatment plant receives a portion of the domestic and
industrial wastewater from the City of Hercules. The remainder of the
city's wastewater is treated at another treatment plant at Pinole which is
jointly owned by the Cities of Pinole and Hercules.

3. The treatment plant had a reported design capacity of 0.2 million gallon
per day (mqd), The treatment consists of coarse screening, primary and
secondary treatment in a series of three facultative ponds, dual media
filtration, and chlorination followed by dechlorination. The treated
effluent is discharged into San Pablo Bay, a water of the State and united
states, through a COllIlUOn outfall about 3,600 feet offshore at a depth of
18 feet below mean lower low water (38 deg 03 min 06 sec N latitude and
122 deg 15 min 55 sec W longitude), which is used jointly by Rodeo
Sanitary District and the Cities of Pinole and Hercules.

4. The discharger has conducted a dry weather capacity test from mid­
September to October 1986 and a wet weather capacity test from mid­
February to March 1987 to demonstrate additional capacity the treatment
plant can reliably provide. The test results during dry and wet weather
supported the capacity of 0.373 rrgd requested by the discharger.

5. The discharge is presently governed by Regional Board Order No. 84-53
which allows discharge into San Pablo Bay.

6. The Regional Board adopted a revised water Quality Control Plan for the
San Francisco Bay Region (Basin Plan) on December 17, 1986, and the State
water Resources Control Board approved it on May 21, 1987. The Basin Plan
contains water quality objectives for San Pablo Bay and contiguous waters.

7. The beneficial uses of San Pablo Bay are:

a. water and non-water contact recreation
b. Fish migration and spawning
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