
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-93

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
(SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS) FOR:

FAIRCHILD SEMICONDUCTOR CORPORATION AND
STANFORD UNIVERSITY
4001 MIRANDA AVENUE SITE
PALO ALTO
SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Fairchild Semiconductor Corporation conducts research and
design activities related to the Semiconductor industry on a
nine acre site in the city of Palo Alto, Santa Clara county
(See site Map, Attachment 1). The land is owned by Stanford
University. Fairchild Semiconductor Corporation and Stan­
ford University are hereinafter referred to as dischargers.

2. Fairchild has occupied the site since 1963. The hazardous
materials used onsite, either currently or historically,
include trichloroethene (TCE), 1,1,1, -trichloroethane (TCA),
tetrachloroethene (PCE), xylene, isopropyl alcohol (IPA),
and other organic solvents.

3. Subsurface investigations were initated by Fairchild in
January 1982. The investigations revealed volatile organic
chemical (VOC) pollution (primarily TCE, PCE, and TCA) in
both soil and groundwater.

4. In September 1983, Fairchild commenced investigation of a dry
well located in the vicinity of the chemical mix area. This
investigation revealed that a drain pipe, which originated in
the chemical mix area, led to the dry well. The floor drains
in the chemical mix area were subsequently plugged to prevent
further flow to the dry well. Subsequent investigations in
the vicinity of the dry well detected significant levels of
VOC pollution in both soil and groundwater. The dry well is
believed to be the source of pollution onsite, based on the
high levels of pollution found in the adjacent soil and
groundwater.

5. During March and April 1984, Fairchild totally removed the
Veterans Administration Hospital's 530 feet deep standby
water supply well adjacent to the site to eliminate any
potential for pollution to migrate into deeper aquifers.
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