
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-60
NPDES NO. CA0005789

AMENDING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

SHELL OIL COMPANY
MARTINEZ MANUFACTURING COMPLEX
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. On February 20, 1985 the Board adopted Order No. 85-22, a
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit,
prescribing waste discharge requirements for Shell oil Company I

Martinez ManUfacturing Complex (hereinafter called the
discharger) .

2. Order No. 85-22 included an interim effluent limit for toxicity
and a time schedule to achieve compliance with the Basin Plan
toxicity limit by August 20, 1986. The Basin Plan toxicity
limitation requires that "the survival of test fishes in 96 hour
bioassays of the undiluted effluent shall be a 90 percentile
value of not less than 50 percent survival." The interim
effluent toxicity limitation requires that "the survival of test
fishes in 96 hour bioassays of 50 percent effluent shall be a 90
percentile value of not less than 50 percent survival."

3. Order No. 85-22 required the discharger to submit a conceptual
toxicity control plan for compliance and if desired, an appli­
cation for exception to the toxicity limitation by August 20,
1985.

4. On August 23, 1985 the discharger submitted both the
conceptual plan for compliance with the toxicity limitation
and a preliminary application for exception to the toxicity
limitation. This preliminary application consisted of a study
plan that require an extensive collection of data over the next
year to support the toxicity exception request.

5. The discharger's conceptual plan described the sources of
effluent toxicity, control measures and a preliminary
evaluation of treatment facilities to remove effluent
toxicity.

6. In April 1986 Board staff met with the discharger to review
data generated by the discharger within the past 6 months
in support of the application for exception to the
toxicity limitation.






