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What Happened in Sacramento
May 2, 2006

Wild and Woolly Board Meeting
� Item Not Heard until 1:30 after delays
� 30 or so presentations by City/Districts/Reps, Enviros, USEPA
� Final ruckus with time-table extension based upon signed MOA

State Water Board adopted Order No. 2006-0003
� Statewide General WDR for Sanitary Sewer Systems
� Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP)
� Fact Sheet
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What is in the WDR and MRP?

WDR
� One Statewide Standard for 

Regulating Sanitary Sewers 
� Prohibition of Certain SSOs
� Development of an SSMP
� Adoption of SSMP by 

Elected Board or Council
� Time Schedule for 

Compliance with WDR
� Requirements to Enroll
� Mandatory Enforcement 

Discretion

MRP
� Requirement to Report All

SSOs
� Development of an Online 

Database for reporting SSOs
� Time Schedule for Reporting 

SSOs (Category 1 & 2, and 
Private Lateral Spills)

� Required Reporting of No 
SSOs (for a given Month)

� Annual update of 
Questionnaire

� User Friendly 
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What Do I Have to Do and When?



What do the Superscripts Mean?
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Are the Water Boards Really Trying 
to Create Consistent Requirements?

Believe it or not, YES!

This letter is from the 
State Water Board’s 
Executive Director to 
CWEA committing to 
create instructions on 
how the Regional 
Water Boards should 
implement this new 
WDR, given all of the 
existing regulatory 
requirements that 
currently exist for 
sanitary sewer 
systems.



How Does This New WDR Interact 
With My Existing Permit
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NOTES
1. Boxes 1-6 are question boxes.
2. Boxes 7-8 are decision boxes.
3. Existing sanitary sewer system requirements contained in WDRs will be rescindedon

Nov. 2, 2006.
4. All sanitary sewer system facilities that are not covered by an NPDES permit will be 

enrolled under the General WDR by Nov. 2, 2006. 
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1
Do you have an 
existing permit for you 
collection system?

2
Is the existing permit a 
WDR solely issued for the 
collection system?

7
Enroll under the WDR by completing the NOI by November 2, 2006, and register the Legally 
Responsible Official for the Online SSO Database.

3
Is the existing permit a WDR 
issued for both the collection 
system and the treatment 
plant?

4
Is the existing permit an 
NPDES permit issued 
solely for the collection 
system?

5
Is the existing permit an NPDES 
permit issued for both the 
collection system and treatment 
plant?

6
Are your existing collection system requirements 
inconsistent with the WDR requirements?

9
Consult with Regional Board to determine which 
permit shall take precedence and determine 
appropriate next steps.

8
Continue coverage under your NPDES permit 
requirements until permit expiration.



So What Should I Do?
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Start Planning Now!
Read the WDR and MRP
Submit the NOI and LRO 
registration package
Develop a plan and schedule 
for compliance
Budget time and money to 
prepare SSMP and program 
enhancement
Use it as an excuse to 
improve your system


