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The Port’s Trustee Role 

• 1962 Port Act   
• Created to benefit the public 
• Core purposes 

• Commerce 
• Navigation 
• Fisheries 
• Recreation 
• Protect & Enhance Natural Resources 

• Environmental Steward of the Bay    
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Recreational Uses 

Common Themes 

Aquaculture 

Natural Resource Protection 
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Regional Harbor 
Monitoring Program 
• Current long term monitoring 

program 
• Question-driven approach 

1. What are the contributions and spatial distributions 
of inputs of pollutants to harbors?  

2. Do the waters and sediments in the harbors sustain 
healthy biota? 

3. What are the long-term trends in each harbor? 

• Robust long-term data set  
• Water 
• Sediments 
• Fish & Invertebrates 
• Toxicity Assessments 
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• 2016 RHMP Final Report 
• Sampling coordinated with 

Bight  
• 59 sampling sites 

• Bioaccumulation Special 
Study 

 San Diego Bay 

Regional Harbor 
Monitoring Program 
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Unified Monitoring Approach 
• Supports San Diego Bay Strategy  Vision 

• Coordinated monitoring efforts 
• Collaboration & Partnerships 

• Include other permittees 
• Using the Monitoring Framework 

M1:   
Conditions 
Monitoring 

M2:   
Stressor 

Identification 

M3:   
Source 

Identification 

Regional Harbor Monitoring  
Core Monitoring                              
Program - 2018 

M2  Stressor Identification 
Special Studies:                       
Bioaccumulation, etc. 

M3  Source Identification 
Special Studies – water column, trophic 
transfer, upstream analysis, etc. 
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Reducing Bacteria 
at Beaches 
• Bacteria is San Diego Bay 

Watershed WQIP Priority  
• Focused sampling at Tidelands 

Park and Shelter Island 
• Wet weather and storm drains 
• Microbial Source Tracking  

• Port sampling supports          
AB411 monitoring 
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• Implementation Efforts 
• Frequent Trash Pickup 
• Pet Waste Bag Dispensers 
• Public outreach & 

Community Engagement 
• “No Feeding” Signage 

 

Reducing Bacteria 
at Beaches 
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Preventing 
Contaminants in 
Fish Tissue 
• Baywide COCs:  PCBs and Mercury 

• Cleanups need to address baywide 
issues 
• Stop trophic transfer of pollutants 
• Minimize risk to ecosystems and 

humans 
• Permanent removal of 

contamination 
• Consider long-term vision when 

developing cleanups 

• Eliminate legacy areas of pollution 

• Eliminate ongoing pollution sources  
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Achieving a Healthy Bay & Ecosystems 

• Shared vision – clean 
water 

• Supports both 
agencies’ missions   

• Tracking Progress 
• Unified Monitoring 

• Effective Program 
Implementation 

• Goal-driven programs 
• Public Engagement  

• Education / Outreach 
• Partnerships 
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