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MUSICAL EXCELLENCE FOREVER

December 5, 2010

David W Gibson

Executive Officer

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
9174 Sky Park Court - Suite 100

San Diego CA 92123

Dear Mr. Gibson,

The San Diego Symphony is asking the Water Quality Control Board to reconsider Tentative Order R9-
2010-1024. As you might know, each of the 22 subscription performances of our Summer Pops series
concludes with an approximately three-minute choreographed fireworks display over San Diego Bay. As
an organization, we are concerned about the financial effect the Tentative Order will have on the cost to
our performances.

The San Diego Symphony is the oldest orchestra in the state of California; currently celebrating our
Centennial Season. As a non-profit organization, we rely heavily on public contributions, as we only
receive less than 30% of our operating budget from ticket sales. More than one third of our ticket sales
are generated during the 11 week Summer Pops series.

The fireworks display is a key aspect of the total Summer Pops experience. Feedback from our patrons
indicates that many who purchase tickets to the summer season are swayed by the experience of enjoying
the fireworks display in conjunction with a beautiful night of orchestral music.

Tentative Order No R9-2010-0124 includes a monitoring program that would increase the overall cost of
a fireworks display to the point that we fear that the San Diego Symphony would be fiscally unable to
continue to include them as part of our series.

We believe that discontinuing pyrotechnics as part of our concerts would change the Summer Pops
experience and result in a sizable drop in ticket sales, potentially putting the Summer Pops series itself at
risk. Therefore, we are asking that the Water Board reconsider Tentative Order R9-2010-1024.

Respectfully,
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Edward B, Glll
Executive Director
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