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Attachment

Draft 2004 Triennial Review List

November 17, 2004
Issues under consideration for Basin Plan review/update:

· Beneficial Use Designation of Surface Waters – Staff proposes to update results from the “1999 Surface Water Survey: Salton Sea Watershed, Imperial Valley Waterbodies” and incorporate the updated information into the Basin Plan.  This document is part of the reaffirmation requirements for current water quality standards.

· Beneficial Use Designation of Aquifers – Staff proposes to review available groundwater data to identify beneficial uses of individual aquifers within hydrologic units.  (Beneficial uses of groundwater in the Colorado River Basin Region are based on hydrologic units.)

· Guidelines for Sewage Disposal from Land Developments - Staff proposes to evaluate and revise as necessary the guidelines and Basin Plan to account for population increases, distance to underground utilities, potential receptors, high density housing developments, sewer versus septic waste disposal systems, and the need to limit or prohibit septic tanks if reasonable/feasible alternatives are available. The current 1979 guidelines for sewage disposal do not consider these factors.  

· Water Quality Objectives for Nitrates and Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) – Staff proposes to review water quality objectives for nitrates and TDS in groundwater to determine their adequacy for protecting water quality and beneficial uses, particularly in areas (Pinyon Pines, Cathedral City, Desert Hot Springs, and others) with recent, significant increases in these parameters.

· Removal of Fecal Coliform – Staff proposes to remove the fecal coliform monitoring requirement from the Basin Plan for discharges of wastewater treatment plant effluent, and instead focus monitoring on better pathogen-indicator organisms.  Studies show that indicator organisms that correlate best with illness and disease are enterococci and E. coli for fresh waters, and enterococci for marine waters.

· Re-evaluation of All Portions of the Basin Plan Pertinent to the Salton Sea – Staff proposes to assess Basin Plan policy, plans, and guidelines designed to benefit water quality associated with the Salton Sea.  This includes: beneficial use designation, water quality objectives, monitoring and water quality assessment, and implementation.

· Saltwater Discharges – Staff proposes to develop policy to address saltwater discharges from swimming pools and other sources, to ground and surface waters.

· New River Pollution from Mexico – Staff proposes to review current policy to address pollution in the New River at the International Boundary, and, as necessary, develop new strategies for Board consideration to expedite cleanup.

Terry Tamminen


Secretary for


Environmental


Protection








� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ���





Arnold Schwarzenegger


Governor





�








PAGE  
California Environmental Protection Agency

  Recycled Paper

_954221778.doc
�



�
















