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Attachment

Draft 2004 Triennial Review List

March 16, 2005
Issues under consideration for Basin Plan review and update:

· Beneficial Use Designation of Surface Waters: 
Conduct region-wide surface water survey to evaluate beneficial uses and water quality standards.  Identify standards that require revision, and reaffirm suitable standards that require no revision. Revise Basin Plan as necessary.  This process is part of the reaffirmation requirements for current water quality standards.

· Beneficial Use Designation of Aquifers: 
Review available groundwater data to evaluate beneficial uses and water quality standards.  Identify beneficial uses of individual aquifers within hydrologic units.  Beneficial uses of groundwater in the Colorado River Basin Region are currently based on hydrologic units. Revise Basin Plan as necessary.  
· Guidelines for Sewage Disposal from Land Developments:
Evaluate and revise the guidelines and Basin Plan as necessary, to account for population growth, distance to underground utilities, potential receptors, high-density housing developments, sewer versus septic wastewater disposal, and the need to prohibit septic systems, or limit their density.  The current 1979 guidelines for sewage disposal do not consider these issues.  Areas of concern include Yucca Valley, Twentynine Palms, Coachella Valley, Joshua Tree, and Pinyon Pines.  This action should protect the quality and beneficial uses of groundwater with recent increases in total dissolved solids and nitrate from septic system wastewater discharges.



· Remove Fecal Coliform Monitoring Requirement: 
Remove fecal coliform monitoring requirement from the Basin Plan for discharges of wastewater treatment plant effluent, and focus monitoring on better pathogen-indicator organisms.  Studies show that indicator organisms that correlate best with illness and disease are enterococci and E. coli for fresh waters, and enterococci for marine waters.

· Re-evaluate Language in the Basin Plan Pertinent to the Salton Sea:
Assess and revise as necessary Basin Plan policy, plans, and guidelines developed to benefit water quality of the Salton Sea.  These include beneficial use designations, water quality objectives, monitoring and water quality assessment, and implementation.

· New River Pollution from Mexico:  
Review current Basin Plan policy addressing pollution in the New River at the International Boundary, and consider developing new strategies for Board consideration to expedite cleanup.
· 
· Standardize Imperial Valley Sediment TMDL Implementation Schedules -- Alamo River, New River, and Imperial Valley Drains: 
Use the Alamo River Silt TMDL implementation schedule for the New River and Imperial Valley Drains Sediment TMDLs, as agreed to by the Imperial Irrigation District and Imperial County Farm Bureau.
· Develop Region-wide Policy to Address Discharges of Agricultural Wastewater: 
Develop guidance for Palo Verde Valley and Bard Valley addressing nonpoint source pollution and incorporate the guidance into the Basin Plan.
· Clarification of State Antidegradation Policy -- State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Resolution No. 68-18, “Statement of Policy with Respect to Maintaining High Quality of Waters in California”:
Expand Basin Plan discussion for SWRCB antidegradation policy to explain consistency with federal antidegradation policy, and how the State nonpoint source program implements the policy.
· Sediment and Turbidity Water Quality Objective Implementation:
Develop guidance to implement and enforce water quality standards for sediment and turbidity for surface waters without sediment TMDLs, and incorporate guidance into the Basin Plan. Implementation procedures for sediment and turbidity as they apply to TMDLs are outlined in Chapter 4 of the Basin Plan.  
· Develop Water Quality Objectives for Ammonia:  
Review water quality criteria for ammonia, and develop Basin Plan water quality objectives in accordance with current U.S. Environmental Protection Agency guidance.

· Develop Water Quality Objectives for Residual Chlorine: 
Review water quality criteria for residual chlorine, and develop Basin Plan water quality objectives in accordance with current U.S. Environmental Protection Agency guidance.
· Develop Water Quality Objectives for Biocriteria: 
Evaluate the need for criteria for biological objectives, and to develop Basin Plan water quality objectives in accordance with current U.S. Environmental Protection Agency guidance.
· Correct Errors and Outdated Information, and Include Referenced Policies: 
Correct errors and outdated information in the 2002 Basin Plan. The updates include, but are not limited to:
· Incorporating 2004 SWRCB policy to implement and enforce the Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program; 
· Expanding discussion of state antidegradation policy;
· Replacing “wastewater” with “waste” in the general surface water quality criterion for temperature; and 
· Attaching policies referenced in Section 5 of the 2002 Basin Plan.
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