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February 6, 1998

Pete Wilson
Governor

Janet Mann

Nevada County Health Dept.
10075 Levon Ave., Ste 203
Truckee, CA 96161

Dear Ms. Mann:

PROPOSED DELEGATION TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OF ADDITIONAL

RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF REGIONAL BOARD
SEPTIC SYSTEM CRITERIA

The Regional Board has expressed its desire to delegate approvals for all domestic
septic system discharges (including alternative systems and exemptions from the
criteria) to local governments. This delegation would not change the Board’s existing
septic system prohibitions, or septic system location and density criteria, and local
governments would be responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable
Regional Board regulations. The Regional Board would still retain responsibility for
reviewing discharges of industrial waste to septic systems.

The regulation of septic systems in Nevada County is based on County regulations and
siting and density criteria contained in the Water Quality Control Plan for the
Lahontan Region (Basin Plan) (excerpts enclosed). Through a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), the County issues septic tank permits on behalf of the -
Regional Board. However, the Regional Board has retained authority to approve of
alternative systems and exemptions to the basic criteria. Since this procedure was
implemented in 1988, it is evident to me that County staff have successfully and
skillfully implemented the program:.

I'am therefore delegating additional authority to Nevada County and am proposing to
revise our MOU such that it would delegate complete authority for approvals of
individual domestic waste disposal systems to Nevada County. The following
describes what I intend to delegate immediately to Nevada County, and what ] plan to
delegate in the near future once we revise our MOU with you.

Delegation -- Exemptions for Alternative Svstems

Pursuant to the conditions in the section titled “Permitting Authority” on page 4.4 - 20
of the Basin Plan, I am immediately delegating authority to Nevada County to
approve of alternative systems. My expectation is that the County will use the “Criteria
for Alternative Systems” on page 4.4 - 19 and 20 of the Basin Plan.
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Proposed Delegation -- Exemptions to Density and Siting Criteria

Pursuant to Sections 3 and 4 in the section titled “/mplementation of Criteria for
Individual Waste Disposal Systems” on page 4.4 - 18 of the Basin Plan, I am
prepared to delegate authority in the near future to Nevada County to approve of
exemptions to the siting criteria and, in many circumstances, the density criteria. We
are drafting a revised MOU to implement this delegation. You should expect to
receive the draft of the revised MOU by February 17, 1998. This new MOU would
replace the existing MOU with Nevada County. The basis for such delegation would

be the commitment from you that Nevada Coumy would use the Basin Plan criteria in
evaluating exemption requests.

Please contact me at (530) 542-5412 if you have any comments or questions on this
matter. :

Sincerely,

!MQ%

HAROLD J. SINGER L
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Enclosures

cc: Regional Board Members w/enclosures
Nevada County Planning Dept.
Town of Truckee Planning Dept.

dm Utyping ‘mailed 'septicco.doc

Our mussion is to preserve and enhance the quality of Califorma’s warer resources. and
ensure their proper allocation and efficient use for the benefit of present and future generations.
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Memorandum of Understand
, Between the
California Water Quality Control Eeard
Lahontan Region
and the
County of Nevada

This Memorandum of Understanding is entered into by and between

the California Regional Water Quality Control

-

Board, Lahontan Region (hereinafter Board), and the County of

Mevada (hers

(&

naiter County). Its purpese is to expedite the

a2verall
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rrecess for proposed developments and to provide a
clear coperating policy between the Board and the County on the

impiementation of the Board’s guidelines for wastewater disposal

from land developments.

Section 13260 of the California Water Code regquires any person

discharging waste or rroposing to discharge waste that may affect

the Ziate. except to a community =ewer zystem. =—o File
z report of waste discharge with the regional board of that

regicn.  Implementation of this code secticn has inecliuded

~—

0

3 and again in 1374, the Board adopted guidelin=s to ¢

'
b
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2stablish the conditions under which waivers of the filing

in the public interest !pursuant to

Califecrniz Water Code Section 13268); (2) establicsh minimum
criteria for the use of individual systems: and (3) prevent

rollution or nuisance caused by the discharges

_eaching or percolation systems.



~f Understanding

An January 14, 1988. the Regional Board Adopted revisions to the

"Guidelines for Waste Disposal From Land Developments.”

Iin

~onjunction with these revisions, the Regional Board alsoc adopted

the "Regional EBoard Guidelines for Implementation of Criteria for

Individual Waste Disposal Systems.”
guidelines

svemptions to the maximum density criteria (2
individual waéte disposal systems in both new
developments.

These implementation

list general and specific provisions in considering

EDUs per acre) for

and existing land

This requirement alsc applies to domestic wastewater discharges

£yom new commercial and industrial development with wastewater

discharge

volumes exceeding two

gal/day/acre based on 250 gal/day/EDU).

Memorancum

of
~hat area which encompasses *the
underiyving fee fTitlie within the

Sesocurces Control Ecard appreved

EDU per acre density (500

On June 18, 1888, the

= 1= AN 0
_he revlizlens. Jer

der
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mn

tanding grcss acreage is

enti

b

e net lot area plus any

adjacent right-of-ways,

. . - = I

~the "Minimum Criteria for Subszurface Discharge ¢of Sewage
~entained in the Zozard’'s guidelines, and has ccensistantly applied
“hase ariteria in itsg review of prcpesed develcpments., 1t is not
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1T ls zgreed that

I. The Ccunty is zuthorized to issue ~onstruction rermits Tor

projects that utilize individual subsurface disrosal systems
wWwithout Regicnal Board approval under the following conditions:

A. All of the Following:

1. The on-site soil characteristics comply with the

established "Minimum Criteria for Individual Waste

Disposal Systems as adopted by REesoiution 6-238-15;

and

2. The discharge is composed of domestic wastewater

only; and
E. One cf the Following:

1 The development consists of csingle-family
residences or multiple-family residencesz. the
density does not exceed two equivalent dwelling
anitz (EDUY per zcre (500 Za2ilcns/acre/day
wastewater flow), or

2 The develicpment consists only of a2 single-fzmily
home con an individual lot which has =z minimum net
area of 15,000 square f=et; or

2, The development is non-residential or of mixed

sccupancy and the wastewater discharge does not

exceed 500 gallons/acre/day as determined using

b

-2 =a

2 and I-3 in the Uniform Flumbing Code and

13
fu
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occupant loads as determined by Table 2324 in +he

Uniferm Building Code:; or
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4, ~The project is in a class that has been designated
exempt from Regional Board review in writing under
signature of the Regional Board Executive Offiber;
vor

5. The preoject/development has been granted an

exemption by the Board and complies with the
County’s standards for use of =zeptic *anic

wastewate

H

cdispezal systems.

[

net issue sewage disposal system

construction permits without Regional Board approval for

following projects:

A.

(4]

Projects that involve domestic wastewater discharge

frem commercial or industrial develcepment in exce

n

<
-

500 zallcn/acre/day as determined by the Board: or

Treoject=s that will have incdustrizl wastewater
discharges; or

Projects that =sxceed the two EDU/acre density
requirement. for septic tank use (except in exempted
areas); or

Projects that do not comply with the &iEsia/County’
standards for use of septic tank wastewater disposa
zystems:. or

Projectz located within existing waste discharge

prohibition areas (unless in areas =xempted in I.R.

}-

the

Q
[E)
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Trogjects utilizing package wastewater i{reatment Tliants
with on-site disposal.

The County, at its discretion. may defer consideration cof

projects, based on water gquality impacts. to the Roard for

any projects =ven if it appears that compliance with Section

I. of this Memorandum of Understanding has been achieved.

The County, at its discretion. may require the formation of
a3 public entity (as defined in the State of California
Government Code Section 53080 =t seq.) to maintain septic

systems in residential developments of one hundred (100)

lots or more.

The Board may review permits issued by the €ifs%/County at
its discretion. Copies of permits will be made availzable

upon request for review in County offices.

The County. on

2t the request =T zan

e

zpplicant and upon providing the infermation specified in

The zpplicant. for projects found in compliance with <he

Soard’s guidelines, will be notified of acceptance by

iszsuance o a County tuilding permit or by issuance c? =
Ecard clearance iatter.
*.The County shall maintain a reccrd cf zl1 documents

ad

submitted and reviewed under this Memorandum of
Jnderstanding.. This record cshall be kept as

construction permit for each project.
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This Memorandum of Understanding shall be =ffective
immediately after execution of this agreement and shall

remain in full force until terminated by a prior thirty (30)

day written notice by either party.

<

This Memorandum of Understanding may te amended as mutually

agreed to by the County and the Regional Board.
%I. All notices and communications under this Memorandum of

Understanding shall be addre=sed to the following:

H. Thomas Unsell
Nevada County

Department of Environmental Health
P.O. Box 6100

Nevada City, CA 85858-6100
H. J. Singer

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Lahontan Region

P.Q. Box 9428
2092 Lake Tahoe Blvd.
South Lake Tahoe, CA 95731-2428

This Memerandum of Underztanding is executed on the date of the

most recent signature below, by the following authorized

:epgijentatives of the parties.
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Pounty/Clty Representative H. J. Singer - 4
Title Executive Officer

Date //— /Z/— Xq Date \rJ
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