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The entirety of the following text, except the Introduction and the italicized annotations, is 
proposed to be adopted as the Basin Plan Amendment to Clarify Beneficial Uses for the 
Mojave River and Other Editorial Revisions. In addition, several editorial revisions would 
be made when this Basin Plan amendment is incorporated into the Water Quality Control 
Plan for the Lahontan Region.  Editorial revisions may include, but are not limited to, 
changes to the title page, table of contents, appendices, page numbers, table and figure 
numbers, footnote numbers, headers and footers, and other non-substantive changes to 
improve accessibility of the document.

Introduction
The following Basin Plan Amendment language, shown below, and organized by Chapter, 
is intended to be removed or added from the Basin Plan. Text indicated in underline format 
is intended to be inserted into the Basin Plan. Text indicated in strikeout format is intended 
to be removed from the Basin Plan. Additionally, to aid in the accessibility of this 
document, the words in italic text Begin proposed text are at the start of text to be added 
and the words in italic End proposed text are the end of the added text.  Similarly, the 
words in italic text Begin strikeout are at the start of the text to be deleted and the words in 
italic End strikeout are at the end of the text to be deleted. The location in the Basin Plan of 
each proposed change is described in more detail in italics prior to the proposed change.

Proposed Changes to the Preface
The following text will be inserted into the Preface, in the section “Record of Amendments 
to the 1995 Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Regio”, with the appropriate dates 
for Item 20 added when available, as follows:  

Begin proposed text
17. Amendment to remove the 

prohibition on new pier 
construction in sensitive 
areas along the California 
side of Lake Tahoe

3/13/2019 R6T-2019-
0010

10/29/2019
By Office of 
Administrative 
Law

18.

19.

Amendment to modify the 
beneficial uses for the 
Mojave River and its 
tributaries and other minor 
revisions

Amendment to add 
definitions for three new 
beneficial uses: Tribal 
Traditional Culture (CUL), 
Tribal Subsistence Fishing 
(T-SUB), and Subsistence 

6/10/2019

5/18/2021

R6T-2019-
0246

R6T-2020-
0057

3/3/2020
By Office of 
Administrative 
Law

9/22/2021
By Office of 
Administrative 
Law



3

Fishing (SUB). 

20. Amendment to clarify 
beneficial use designations 
for the Mojave River, 
update Site Cleanup, Land 
Disposal and Bishop 
Underground Tank policy 
sections and other editorial 
revisions

TBD TBD TBD End 
proposed text

Proposed Changes to Chapter 1, Introduction
The following text will be inserted and removed from Chapter 1, Introduction, in the first 
two paragraphs of the section ‘Regional Setting’: 

Regional Setting
The following is a brief overview of the environmental and socio-economic setting of the 
Lahontan Region.

The Lahontan Region is defined in terms of drainage basins by Section 13200(h) of the Porter-
Cologne Act. For planning purposes, it has historically been divided into North and South 
Lahontan Basins at the boundary between the Mono Lake and East Walker River watersheds, 
as shown in Figures 1-1 and 1-2. It is about 570 miles long and has a total area of Begin 
strikeout 39,210 End strikeout Begin proposed text approximately 32,792 End proposed text 
square miles.

Proposed Changes to Chapter 2, Present and Potential 
Beneficial Uses
The following text will be removed and inserted in Chapter 2, Table 2-1, Beneficial Uses of 
Surface Waters of the Lahontan Region”:



TABLE 2-1. BENEFICIAL USES OF SURFACE WATERS OF THE LAHONTAN REGION
63BUnless otherwise specified, beneficial uses also apply to all tributaries of surface waters identified in Table 2-1.

64BHU No.

65BHYDROLOGIC UNIT/SUBUNIT
66BDRAINAGE FEATURE

67BWATERBODY
68BCLASS MODIFIER

69BBENEFICIAL USES
70BRECEIVING

71BWATER

72BMUN
73BAGR
74BPRO
75BIND
76BGW

R
77BFRSH
78BNAV
79BPOW
80BREC-1
81BREC-2
82COMM
83BAQUA
84BW

ARM
85BCOLD

86BSAL
87BW

ILD
88BBIOL
89BRARE
90BMIGR
91BSPW

N
92BW

QE
93BFLD

13280B627.00 13281BCUDDEBACK HYDROLOGIC UNIT 13282B 13283B 

13284BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13285B 
13286BX 13287BX 13288BX 13289BX 13290BX 13291BX 13292BX 13293BX 13294B

13295BMINOR WETLANDS 13296BWETLANDS
13297BX 13298BX 13299BX 13300BX 13301BX 13302BX 13303BX 13304B 

13305B 

13306B628.00 13307BMOJAVE HYDROLOGIC UNIT 13308B 13309B 

13310B 

13311B628.10 13312BEL MIRAGE HYDROLOGIC AREA 13313B 13314B 

13315BSHEEP CREEK 13316BPERENNIAL STREAM
13317BX 13318BX 13319BX 13320BX 13321BX 13322BX 13323BX 13324BX 13325BX 13326BEL MIRAGE VLY GW BASIN, EL MIRAGE DRY 

LK
13327BHEATH CANYON CREEK 13328BPERENNIAL STREAM

13329BX 13330BX 13331BX 13332BX 13333BX 13334BX 13335BX 13336BX 13337BX 13338BSHEEP CREEK

13339BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13340B 
13341BX 13342BX 13343BX 13344BX 13345BX 13346BX 13347BX 13348BX 13349BX 1335 EL MIRAGE VLY GW BASIN

13351BMINOR WETLANDS 13352BWETLANDS
13353BX 13354BX 13355BX 13356BX 13357BX 13358BX 13359BX 13360BX 13361BX 13362BX 13363BX 13364B EL MIRAGE VLY GW BASIN

13365B 

13366B628.20 13367BUPPER MOJAVE HYDROLOGIC AREA 13368B 13369B 
13370BMOJAVE RIVER Begin proposed text (MOJAVE FORKS DAM TO BEAR VALLEY RD) 
End proposed text (See Figure 2-1.1) 13371B 

13372BX 13373BX 13374BX 13375BX 13376BX 13377BX 13378BX 13379BX 13380BX 13381BUPPER MOJAVE R. VLY GW BASIN, SODA 
LK, CRONESE LAKES

MOJAVE RIVER (BEAR VALLEY RD TO Begin proposed text ONE MILE 
DOWNSTREAM OF THE HWY 66 BRIDGE )(See Figure 2-1.1)End proposed text Begin 
strikeout HELENDALE) End strikeout

13372BX 13373BX 13374BX 13375BX 13376BX 13377BX 13378BX 13379BX 13380BX X X 13381BUPPER MOJAVE R. VLY GW BASIN, SODA 
LK, CRONESE LAKES

Begin proposed text MOJAVE RIVER (ONE MILE DOWNSTREM OF THE HWY 66 
BRIDGE TO HELENDALE) (See Figure 2-1.1) X X X X X X X X X X 13381BUPPER MOJAVE R. VLY GW BASIN, SODA 

LK, CRONESE LAKES  End proposed text

13382BLOWER NARROWS OF MOJAVE R. WETLANDS 13383BWETLANDS
13384BX 13385BX 13386BX 13387BX 13388BX 13389BX 13390BX 13391BX 13392BX 13393BX 13394BX 13395BX 13396BMOJAVE RIVER, UPPER MOJAVE R. VLY GW 

BASIN
13397BTURNER SPRINGS 13398BSPRINGS

13399BX 13400BX 13401BX 13402BX 13403BX 13404BX 13405BX 13406BX 13407BX 13408BMOJAVE RIVER

13409BWEST FORK MOJAVE RIVER 13410BINTERMITTENT STREAM
13411BX 13412BX 13413BX 13414BX 13415BX 13416BX 13417BX 13418BX 13419BX X X 13420BSILVERWOOD LK, MOJAVE RIVER, UPPER 

MOJAVE R. VLY GW BASIN
13423BEAST FORK OF WEST FORK OF MOJAVE RIVER 13424BPERENNIAL STREAM

13425BX 13426BX 13427BX 13428BX 13429BX 13430BX 13431BX 13432BX 13433BSILVERWOOD LAKE

13434BLAKE GREGORY 13435BLAKE
13436BX 13437BX 13438BX 13439BX 13440BX 13441BX 13442BX 13443BX 13444BX 13445BX 13446BHOUSTON CREEK

13447BSEELEY CANYON CREEK 13448BPERENNIAL STREAM
13449BX 13450BX 13451BX 13452BX 13453BX 13454BX 13455BX 13456BEAST FORK OF WEST FORK

13457BHOUSTON CREEK 13458BPERENNIAL STREAM
13459BX 13460BX 13461BX 13462BX 13463BX 13464BX 13465BX 13466BEAST FORK OF WEST FORK

13467BDART CREEK 13468BPERENNIAL STREAM
13469BX 13470BX 13471BX 13472BX 13473BX 13474BX 13475BX 13476BX 13477BX 13478BHOUSTON CREEK

13479BDEEP CREEK 13480BPERENNIAL STREAM
13481BX 13482BX 13483BX 13484BX 13485BX 13486BX 13487BX 13488BX X X 13489BFORKS RESERVOIR, MOJAVE RIVER

13490BSAWPIT CREEK 13491BPERENNIAL STREAM
13492BX 13493BX 13494BX 13495BX 13496BX 13497BX 13498BX 13499BX 13500BX 13501BWEST FORK MOJAVE

13502BWILLOW CREEK 13503BINTERMITTENT STREAM
13504BX 13505BX 13506BX 13507BX 13508BX 13509BX 13510BX 13511BDEEP CREEK

13512BTROY CREEK 13513BINTERMITTENT STREAM
13514BX 13515BX 13516BX 13517BX 13518BX 13519BX 13520BX 13521BX 13522BX 13523BDEEP CREEK

13524BTROY POND 13525BINTERMITTENT POND
13526BX 13527BX 13528BX 13529BX 13530BX 13531BX 13532BX 13533BX 13534BX 13535BDEEP CREEK

13536BHOLCOMB CREEK 13537BINTERMITTENT STREAM
13538BX 13539BX 13540BX 13541BX 13542BX 13543BX 13544BX 13545BDEEP CREEK

13546BLITTLE BEAR CREEK 13547BINTERMITTENT STREAM
13548BX 13549BX 13550BX 13551BX 13552BX 13553BX 13554BX 13555BDEEP CREEK

13556BLAKE ARROWHEAD 13557BLAKE
13558BX 13559BX 13560BX 13561BX 13562BX 13563BX 13564BX 13565BX 13566BX 13567BWILLOW CREEK

13568BARROWBEAR LAKE 13569BLAKE
13570BX 13571BX 13572BX 13573BX 13574BX 13575BX 13576BX 13577BX 13578BX 13579BX 13580BDEEP CREEK

13581BHOOKS CREEK 13582BPERENNIAL STREAM
13583BX 13584BX 13585BX 13586BX 13587BX 13588BX 13589BX 13590BLITTLE BEAR CREEK

13591BTWIN PEAKS CREEK 13592BPERENNIAL STREAM
13593BX 13594BX 13595BX 13596BX 13597BX 13598BX 13599BX 13600BX 13601BX 13602B(UPPER) GRASS VALLEY CREEK

13603BSHAKE CREEK 13604BPERENNIAL STREAM
13605BX 13606BX 13607BX 13608BX 13609BX 13610BX 13611BX 13612BX 13613BDEEP CREEK

13614BSHEEP CREEK 13615BPERENNIAL STREAM
13616BX 13617BX 13618BX 13619BX 13620BX 13621BX 13622BX 13623BX 13624BX 13625BDEEP CREEK

13626BCRAB CREEK 13627BPERENNIAL STREAM
13628BX 13629BX 13630BX 13631BX 13632BX 13633BX 13634BX 13635BX 13636BDEEP CREEK

13637BGREEN VALLEY LAKE 13638BLAKE
13639BX 13640BX 13641BX 13642BX 13643BX 13644BX 13645BX 13646BX 13647BGREEN VALLEY CREEK

GREEN VALLEY CREEK 13627BPERENNIAL STREAM
13639BX 13640BX 13641BX 13642BX 13643BX 13644BX X 13645BX 13646BX 13647BGREEN VALLEY LAKE, DEEP CREEK

13660BSILVERWOOD LAKE 13661BRESERVOIR
13662BX 13663BX 13664BX 13665BX 13666BX 13667BX 13668BX 13669BX 13670BWEST FORK MOJAVE RIVER, UPPER 

MOJAVE R. VLY GW BASIN
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TABLE 2-1. BENEFICIAL USES OF SURFACE WATERS OF THE LAHONTAN REGION
63BUnless otherwise specified, beneficial uses also apply to all tributaries of surface waters identified in Table 2-1.

65

HYDROLOGIC UNIT/SUBUNIT
66BDRAINAGE FEATURE 67BWATERBODY

68BCLASS MODIFIER

69B

BENEFICIAL USES
70BRECEIVING

71BWATERMUN
AGR
74BPRO
75BIND
76BGW

R
77BFRSH
78BNAV

79BPOW

80BREC-1

81BREC-2

82BCOMM

83BAQUA

84BW
ARM

85BCOLD

86BSAL

87BW
ILD

88BBIOL

89BRARE

90BMIGR

91BSPW
N

92BW
QE

93BFLD

13671BGRASS VALLEY LAKE 13672BLAKE
13673BX 13674BX 13675BX 13676BX 13677BX 13678BX 13679BX 13680BX 13681BGRASS VALLEY CREEK

13682BGRASS VALLEY CREEK 13683BPERENNIAL STREAM
13684BX 13685BX 13686BX 13687BX 13688BX 13689BX 13690BX 13691BX 13692BX 13693BGRASS VALLEY LAKE, WEST FORK 

MOJAVE RIVER
13694BUPPER MOJAVE RIVER, LOWER SLOUGH 13695BWETLANDS 13705BMOJAVE RIVER

13706BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13707B 
13708BX 13709BX 13710BX 13711BX 13712BX 13713BX 13714BX 13715BX 13716BX 13717BUPPER MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN

13718BMINOR WETLANDS 13719BWETLANDS
13720BX 13721BX 13722BX 13723BX 13724BX 13725BX 13726BX 13727BX 13728BX 13729BX 13730BX 13731BX 13732BUPPER MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN

13733B 

628.30 MIDDLE MOJAVE HYDROLOGIC AREA

13738BMOJAVE RIVER (See Figure 2-1.1) 
13739BX 13740BX 13741BX 13742BX 13743BX 13744BX 13745BX 13746BX 13747BX 13748BMIDDLE MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN, SODA 

LAKE, CRONESE LAKES
13749BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13750B 

13751BX 13752BX 13753BX 13754BX 13755BX 13756BX 13757BX 13758BX 13759BX 13760BMIDDLE MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN

13761BMINOR WETLANDS 13762BWETLANDS
13763BX 13764BX 13765BX 13766BX 13767BX 13768BX 13769BX 13770BX 13771BX 13772BX 13773BX 13774BX 13775BMIDDLE MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN

13776B 13777B 13778B 

13779B628.40 13780BLOCKHART HYDROLOGIC AREA 13781B 13782B 

13783B 

13784B628.41 13785BGRASS VALLEY HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 13786B 13787B 

13788BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13789B 
13790BX 13791BX 13792BX 13793BX 13794BX 13795BX 13796BX 13797BX 13798BX 13799BHARPER VALLEY GW BASIN

13800BMINOR WETLANDS 13801BWETLANDS
13802BX 13803BX 13804BX 13805BX 13806BX 13807BX 13808BX 13809BX 13810BX 13811BX 13812BX 13813BX 13814BHARPER VALLEY GW BASIN

13816B628.42 13817BHARPER VALLEY HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 13818B 13819B 

13820BBIRD SPRINGS 13821BSPRINGS
13822BX 13823BX 13824BX 13825BX 13826BX 13827BX 13828BX 13829BX 13830BX 13831BHARPER VALLEY GW BASIN

13832BHARPER LAKE 13833BALKALI LAKE
13834BX 13835BX 13836BX 13837BX 13838BX 13839BX 13840BX 13841BX 13842BINTERNALLY DRAINED LAKE

13843BOPAL MTN. SPRINGS 13844BSPRINGS
13845BX 13846B 

13847BHARPER LAKE WETLANDS 13848BWETLANDS
13849BX 13850BX 13851BX 13852BX 13853BX 13854BX 13855BX 13856BX 13857BX 13858BX 13859BHARPER LAKE

13860BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13861B 
13862BX 13863BX 13864BX 13865BX 13866BX 13867BX 13868BX 13869BX 13870BHARPER VALLEY GW BASIN

13871BMINOR WETLANDS 13872BWETLANDS
13873BX 13874BX 13875BX 13876BX 13877BX 13878BX 13879BX 13880BX 13881BX 13882BX 13883BX 13884BX 13885BHARPER VALLEY GW BASIN

13886B 

13887B628.50 13888BLOWER MOJAVE HYDROLOGIC AREA 13889B 13890B 

13891BMOJAVE RIVER (See Figure 2-1.1 and 2-1.2)
13892BX 13893BX 13894BX 13895BX 13896BX 13897BX 13898BX 13899B

13900BX 13901 LOWER MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN, SODA 
LAKE, CRONESE LAKES

13891BMOJAVE RIVER, CAMP CADY WILDLIFE AREA
13892BX 13893BX 13894BX 13895BX 13896BX 13897BX 13898BX 13900BX X X 13901BLOWER MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN, SODA 

LAKE, CRONESE LAKES

13902BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13903B 
13904BX 13905BX 13906BX 13907BX 13908BX 13909BX 13910BX 13911BX 13912BLOWER MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN

13913BMINOR WETLANDS 13914BWETLANDS
13915BX 13916BX 13917BX 13918BX 13919BX 13920BX 13921BX 13922BX 13923BX 13924BX 13925BX 13926BX 13927BLOWER MOJAVE R VLY GW BASIN

13928B 13929B 13930B 

13931B628.60 13932BNEWBERRY SPRINGS HYDROLOGIC AREA 13933B 13934B 

13935B 

13936B628.61 13937BKANE WASH HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 13938B 13939B 

13940BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13941B 
13942BX 13943BX 13944BX 13945BX 13946BX 13947BX 13948BX 13949BX 13950B KANE WASH AREA GW BASIN

13951BMINOR WETLANDS 13952BWETLANDS
13953BX 13954BX 13955BX 13956BX 13957BX 13958BX 13959BX 13960BX 13961BX 13962BX 13963BX 13964BX 13965B KANE WASH AREA GW BASIN

13966B 

13967B628.62 13968BTROY VALLEY HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 13969B 13970B 

13971BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 13972B 
13973BX 13974BX 13975BX 13976BX 13977BX 13978BX 13979BX 13980BX 13981BTROY VLY GW BASIN

628.62 13982BMINOR WETLANDS 13983BWETLANDS
13984BX 13985BX 13986BX 13987BX 13988BX 13989BX 13990BX 13991BX 13992BX 13993BX 13994BX 13995BX 13996BTROY VLY GW BASIN
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TABLE 2-1. BENEFICIAL USES OF SURFACE WATERS OF THE LAHONTAN REGION
63BUnless otherwise specified, beneficial uses also apply to all tributaries of surface waters identified in Table 2-1.

65BHYDROLOGIC UNIT/SUBUNIT
66BDRAINAGE FEATURE

67BWATERBODY
68BCLASS MODIFIER

69BBENEFICIAL USES
70BRECEIVING

71BWATER

MUN
AGR
74BPRO
75BIND
76BGW

R
77BFRSH
78BNAV

79BPOW

80BREC-1

81BREC-2

82BCOMM

83BAQUA

84BW
ARM

85BCOLD

86BSAL

87BW
ILD

88BBIOL

89BRARE

90BMIGR

91BSPW
N

92BW
QE

93BFLD
13997B628.70 13998BAFTON HYDROLOGIC AREA

14001B 

14002B628.71 14003BCAVES HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 14004B 14005B 

14006BMOJAVE RIVER (See Figure 2-1.1) 14007B 
14008BX 14009BX 14010BX 14011BX 14012BX 14013BX 14014B

14015BX 14016BCAVES CYN VLY GW BASIN, SODA LAKE, 
CRONESE LAKES

MOJAVE RIVER, AFTON CANYON
14008BX 14009BX 14010BX 14011BX 14012BX 14013BX 14

14015BX X X 14016BCAVES CYN VLY GW BASIN, SODA LAKE, 
CRONESE LAKES

14017BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 14018B 
14019BX 14020BX 14021BX 14022BX 14023BX 14024BX 14025BX 14026BX 14027BCAVES CYN VLY GW BASIN

14028BMINOR WETLANDS 14029BWETLANDS
14030BX 14031BX 14032BX 14033BX 14034BX 14035BX 14036BX 14037BX 14038BX 14039BX 14040BX 14041BX 14042BCAVES CYN VLY GW BASIN

14043B 

14044B628.72 14045BCRONESE HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 14046B 14047B 

14048BBITTER SPRINGS 14049BWETLANDS
14050BX 14051BX 14052BX 14053BX 14054BX 14055BX 14056BX 14057BX 14058BX 14059BX 14060BCRONESE VALLEY GW ASIN

14061BCRONESE LAKES (EAST AND WEST) 14062BWETLANDS
14063BX 14064BX 14065BX 14066BX 14067BX 14068BX 14069BX 14070BX 14071BX 14072BX 14073BINTERNALLY DRAINED LAKES, CRONESE 

VLY GW BASIN
14074BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 14075B 

14076BX 14077BX 14078BX 14079BX 14080BX 14081BX 14082BX 14083BX 14084BCRONESE VALLEY GW BASIN

14085BMINOR WETLANDS 14086BWETLANDS
14087BX 14088BX 14089BX 14090BX 14091BX 14092BX 14093BX 14094BX 14095BX 14096BX 14097BX 14098BX 14099BCRONESE VALLEY GW BASIN 

14100B 

14101B628.73 14102BLANGFORD HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 14103B 14104B 

14105BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 14106B 
14107BX 14108BX 14109BX 14110BX 14111BX 14112BX 14113BX 14114BX 14115BLANGFORD VLY GW BASIN

14116BMINOR WETLANDS 14117BWETLANDS
14118BX 14119BX 14120BX 14121BX 14122BX 14123BX 14124BX 14125BX 14126BX 14127BX 14128BX 14129BX 14130BLANGFORD VLY GW BASIN

14131B628.80 14132BBAKER HYDROLOGIC AREA 14133B 14134B 

14135B628.81 14136BSILVER LAKE HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 14137B 14138B 

14139BSILVER LAKE 14140BALKALI LAKE
14141BX 14142BX 14143BX 14144BX 14145BX 14146BX 14147BX 14148BX 14149BX 14150BINTRNL DRN LK/SILVER LK VLY GW 

BASIN
14151BHALLORAN SPRING 14152BSPRING/EMERGENT

14153BX 14154BX 14155BX 14156BX 14157BX 14158BX 14159BX 14160BX 14161BSILVER LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14162BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 14163B 
14164BX 14165BX 14166BX 14167BX 14168BX 14169BX 14170BX 14171BX 14172BSILVER LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14173BMINOR WETLANDS 14174BWETLANDS
14175BX 14176BX 14177BX 14178BX 14179BX 14180BX 14181BX 14182BX 14183BX 14184BX 14185BX 14186BX 14187BSILVER LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14188B 

14189B628.82 14190BSODA LAKE HYDROLOGIC SUBAREA 14191B 14192B 

14193BSODA LAKE 14194BALKALI LAKE
14195BX 14196BX 14197BX 14198BX 14199BX 14200BX 14201BX 14202BX 14203BX 14204BX 14205BINTERNALLY DRAINED LAKE, SILVER 

LAKE, SODA LAKE VLY GW BASIN
14206BZYZYX SPRING 14207BSPRING

14208BX 14209BX 14210BX 14211BX 14212BX 14213BX 14214BX 14215BX 14216BX 14217BX 14218BX 14219BSODA LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14220BMOJAVE RIVER (See Figure 2-1.1) 14221B 
14222BX 14223BX 14224BX 14225BX 14226BX 14227B

14228BX 14229BSODA LAKE, SODA LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14220BMOJAVE RIVER, AFTON CANYON
14222BX 14223BX 14224BX 14225BX 14226BX XX X X 14229BSODA LAKE, SODA LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14230BINDIAN SPRING 14231BSPRING
14232BX 14233BX 14234BX 14235BX 14236BX 14237BX 14238BX 14239BX 14240BX 14241BSODA LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14242BCANE SPRING 14243BSPRING
14244BX 14245BX 14246BX 14247BX 14248BX 14249BX 14250BX 14251BX 14252BX 14253BSODA LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14254BGRANITE SPRING 14255BSPRING
14256BX 14257BX 14258BX 14259BX 14260BX 14261BX 14262BX 14263BX 14264BX 14265BSODA LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14266BHENRY SPRING 14267BSPRING
14268BX 14269BX 14270BX 14271BX 14272BX 14273BX 14274BX 14275BX 14276BX 14277BSODA LAKE VLY GW BASIN

14278BMESQUITE SPRINGS 14279BSPRINGS
14280BX 14281BX 14282BX 14283BX 14284BX 14285BX 14286BX 14287BX 14288BX 14289BMOJAVE RIVER SINK

14290BMINOR SURFACE WATERS 14291B 
14292BX 14293BX 14294BX 14295BX 14296BX 14297BX 14298BX 14299BX 14300B 

14301BMINOR WETLANDS 14302BWETLANDS
14303BX 14304BX 14305BX 14306BX 14307BX 14308BX 14309BX 14310BX 14311BX 14312BX 14313BX 14314BX 14315B 

14316B 
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The Chapter 2, Figure 2.1-1 on Page 2-43 titled “Map showing locations where the COLD and WARM freshwater habitat beneficial 
uses apply for the Mojave River”, shown below,  will be replaced with a revised version of Figure 2.1-1 and additional explanatory 
text will be inserted below the figure, as shown on the next page.
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Figure 2-1.1
Map showing locations where the COLD and WARM freshwater habitat beneficial uses apply for the Mojave River

Begin proposed text The location on the Mojave River identified in Figure 2-1.1 as “1 mile downstream of Hwy 66 Bridge” below which COLD no 
longer applies corresponds with the coordinates 34°34'36.8"N, 117°20'10.3"W. End proposed text



The following text will be deleted and inserted from Chapter 2, Table 2-2, “Beneficial Uses for 
Ground Waters of the Lahontan Region: 
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Table 2-2 
BENEFICIAL USES FOR GROUND WATERS OF THE LAHONTAN REGION

14772BBASIN 14773BBENEFICIAL USES

14774BDWR NO. 14775BBASIN NAME 14776BMUN 14777BAGR 14778BIND 14779BFRSH

14780B

AQUA
POND 14781BWILD

14782B6-44 14783BAntelope Valley 14784Bx 14785Bx 14786Bx 14787Bx 14788B 14789B 
14790B6-45 14791BTehachapi Valley East 14792Bx 14793Bx 14794Bx 14795Bx 14796B 14797B 
14798B6-46 14799BFremont Valley 14800Bx 14801Bx 14802Bx 14803Bx 14804B 14805B 
14806B6-47 14807BHarper Valley 14808Bx 14809Bx 14810Bx 14811Bx 14812B 14813B 
14814B6-48 14815BGoldstone Valley 14816Bx 14817B 14818Bx 14819Bx 14820B 14821B 
14822B6-49 14823BSuperior Valley 14824Bx 14825B 14826B 14827B 14828B 14829B 
14830B6-50 14831BCuddback Valley 14832Bx 14833Bx 14834Bx 14835Bx 14836B 14837B 
14838B6-51 14839BPilot Knob Valley 14840Bx 14841Bx 14842Bx 14843Bx 14844B 14845B 
14846B6-52 14847BSearles Valley (see note #1 below) 14848Bx 14849B 14850Bx 14851B 14852B 14853B 
14854B6-53 14855BSalt Wells Valley (see note #2 below) 14856Bx 14857B 14858Bx 14859B 14860B 14861B 
14862B6-54 14863BIndian Wells Valley (see note #2 below) 14864Bx 14865Bx 14866Bx 14867Bx 14868B 14869B 
14870B6-55 14871BCoso Valley 14872Bx 14873B 14874B 14875B 14876B 14877B 
14878B6-56 14879BRose Valley 14880Bx 14881Bx 14882Bx 14883Bx 14884B 14885B 
14886B6-57 14887BDarwin Valley 14888Bx 14889B 14890B 14891B 14892B 14893B 
14894B6-58 14895BPanamint Valley 14896Bx 14897B 14898Bx 14899B 14900B 14901B 
14902B6-59 14903BGranite Mountain Area 14904Bx 14905Bx 14906B 14907Bx 14908B 14909B 
14910B6-60 14911BFish Slough Valley 14912Bx 14913Bx 14914Bx 14915Bx 14916B 14917B 
14918B6-61 14919BCameo Area 14920Bx 14921B 14922B 14923B 14924B 14925B 
14926B6-62 14927BRace Track Valley 14928Bx 14929B 14930B 14931B 14932B 14933Bx
14934B6-63 14935BHidden Valley 14936Bx 14937B 14938B 14939B 14940B 14941B 
14942B6-64 14943BMarble Canyon Way 14944Bx 14945Bx 14946B 14947Bx 14948B 14949B 
14950B6-65 14951BCottonwood Spring Area 14952Bx 14953Bx 14954B 14955Bx 14956B 14957B 
14958B6-66 14959BLee Flat 14960Bx 14961B 14962B 14963B 14964B 14965B 
14966B6-67 14967BMartis Valley 14968Bx 14969Bx 14970B 14971Bx 14972B 14973B 
14974B6-68 14975BSanta Rosa Flat 14976Bx 14977B 14978B 14979B 14980B 14981B 
14982B6-69 14983BKelso Lander Valley 14984Bx 14985Bx 14986B 14987Bx 14988B 14989B 
14990B6-70 14991BCactus Flat 14992Bx 14993Bx 14994Bx 14995B 14996B 14997B 
14998B6-71 14999BLost Lake Valley 15000Bx 15001B 15002B 15003B 15004B 15005B 
15006B6-72 15007BColes Flat 15008Bx 15009B 15010B 15011B 15012B 15013B 
15014B6-73 15015BWild Horse Mesa Area 15016Bx 15017B 15018B 15019B 15020B 15021B 
15022B6-74 15023BHarrsiburg Flats 15024Bx 15025B 15026B 15027B 15028B 15029B 
15030B6-75 15031BWildrose Canyon 15032Bx 15033B 15034B 15035B 15036B 15037B 
15038B6-76 15039BBrown Mountain Valley 15040Bx 15041B 15042Bx 15043B 15044B 15045B 
15046B6-77 15047BGrass Valley 15048Bx 15049B 15050Bx 15051B 15052B 15053B 
15054B6-78 15055BDenning Spring Valley 15056Bx 15057Bx 15058B 15059Bx 15060B 15061B 
15062B6-79 15063BCalifornia Valley 15064Bx 15065Bx 15066Bx 15067Bx 15068B 15069B 
15070B6-80 15071BMiddle Park Canyon 15072Bx 15073B 15074Bx 15075B 15076B 15077B 
15078B6-81 15079BButte Valley 15080Bx 15081Bx 15082B 15083Bx 15084B 15085B 

15111BNote #1: The MUN designation does not apply to ground water under the Searles Lake bed, or to the groundwater 
surrounding Searles Lake within the boundaries shown in Figure 2-2.1. The PRO (Industrial Process Supply) use 
applies to the ground water under the Searles Lake bed.

Note #2: The MUN designation does not apply to the ground waters located beneath the Salt Wells Valley and 
those within the shallow groundwater (above the top of the low-permeability lacustrine clay sediments) in the 
eastern Indian Wells Valley groundwater basins as shown on Figure 2-2.2.
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Table 2-2 
BENEFICIAL USES FOR GROUND WATERS OF THE LAHONTAN REGION

14772BBASIN 14773BBENEFICIAL USES

14774BDWR NO. 14775BBASIN NAME 14776BMUN 14777BAGR 14778BIND 14779BFRSH
AQUA
POND 14781BWILD

15086B6-82 15087BSpring Canyon Valley 15088Bx 15089Bx 15090B 15091Bx 15092B 15093B 
15094B6-83 15095BFurnace Creek Area 15096Bx 15097B 15098B 15099B 15100B 15101Bx
15102B6-84 15103BGreenwater Valley 15104Bx 15105Bx
15106B6-85 15107BGold Valley 15108Bx 15109Bx 15110Bx
15122B6-86 15123BRhodes Hill Area 15124Bx 15125Bx 15126B 15127Bx 15128B 15129B 
15130B6-87 15131BButterbread Canyon Valley 15132Bx 15133B 15134B 15135B 15136B 15137B 
15138B6-88 15139BOwl Lake Valley 15140Bx 15141B 15142B 15143B 15144B 15145B 
15146B6-89 15147BKane Wash Area 15148Bx 15149Bx 15150Bx 15151Bx 15152B 15153B 
15154B6-90 15155BCady Fault Area 15156Bx 15157Bx 15158Bx 15159Bx 15160B 15161B 
15162B6-91 15163BCow Head Lake Valley 15164Bx 15165Bx 15166B 15167Bx 15168B 15169B 
15170B6-92 15171BPine Creek Valley 15172Bx 15173Bx 15174B 15175Bx 15176B 15177B 
15178B6-93 15179BHarvey Valley 15180Bx 15181Bx 15182B 15183Bx 15184B 15185B 
15186B6-94 15187BGrasshopper Valley 15188Bx 15189Bx 15190B 15191B 15192B 15193B 
15194B6-95 15195BDry Valley 15196Bx 15197Bx 15198B 15199B 15200B 15201B 
15202B6-96 15203BEagle Lake Valley 15204Bx 15205Bx 15206B 15207Bx 15208B 15209B 
15210B6-97 15211BHorse Lake Valley 15212Bx 15213Bx 15214B 15215B 15216B 15217B 
15218B6-98 15219BTuledad Canyon Area 15220Bx 15221Bx 15222B 15223B 15224B 15225B 
15226B6-99 15227BPainters Flat 15228Bx 15229Bx 15230B 15231B 15232B 15233B 

15234B6-100 15235BSecret Valley 15236Bx 15237Bx 15238B 15239B 15240B 15241B 
15242B6-101 15243BBull Flat 15244Bx 15245Bx 15246B 15247B 15248B 15249B 
15250B6-102 15251BModoc Plateau Recent Volcanic Areas 15252Bx 15253Bx
15254B6-103 15255BModoc Plateau Pleistocene Volcanic Areas 15256Bx 15257Bx
15258B6-104 15259BLong Valley 15260Bx 15261Bx 15262Bx 15263Bx 15264B 15265B 
15266B6-105 15267BSlinkard Valley 15268Bx 15269Bx 15270B 15271Bx 15272B 15273B 
15274B6-106 15275BLittle Antelope Valley 15276Bx 15277Bx 15278B 15279Bx 15280B 15281B 
15282B6-107 15283BAntelope Valley 15284Bx 15285Bx 15286B 15287Bx 15288B 15289B 

15290BNOTE: BASIN NUMBERS 6-108 TO 6-345 ARE UN-NAMED, SEE PLATES 2A & 2B FOR LOCATION 
15291B6-108 15292B 15293Bx 15294B 15295B 15296B 15297B 15298B 
15299B6-109 15300B 15301Bx 15302B 15303B 15304B 15305B 15306B 
15307B6-110 15308B 15309Bx 15310B 15311B 15312B 15313B 15314B 
15315B6-111 15316B 15317Bx 15318B 15319B 15320B 15321B 15322B 
15323B6-112 15324B 15325Bx 15326B 15327B 15328B 15329B 15330B 
15331B6-113 15332B 15333Bx 15334B 15335B 15336B 15337B 15338B 
15339B6-114 15340B 15341Bx 15342B 15343B 15344B 15345B 15346B 
15347B6-115 15348B 15349Bx 15350B 15351B 15352B 15353B 15354B 
15355B6-116 15356B 15357Bx 15358B 15359B 15360B 15361B 15362B 
15363B6-117 15364B 15365Bx 15366B 15367B 15368B 15369B 15370B 
15371B6-118 15372B 15373Bx 15374B 15375B 15376B 15377B 15378B 
15379B6-119 15380B 15381Bx 15382B 15383B 15384B 15385B 15386B 
15387B6-120 15388B 15389Bx 15390B 15391B 15392B 15393B 15394B 
15395B6-121 15396B 15397Bx 15398B 15399B 15400B 15401B 15402B 
15403B6-122 15404B 15405Bx 15406B 15407B 15408B 15409B 15410B 
15411B6-123 15412B 15413Bx 15414B 15415B 15416B 15417B 15418B 
15419B6-124 15420B 15421Bx 15422B 15423B 15424B 15425B 15426B 
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Table 2-2 
BENEFICIAL USES FOR GROUND WATERS OF THE LAHONTAN REGION

14772BBASIN 14773BBENEFICIAL USES

14774BDWR NO. 14775BBASIN NAME 14776BMUN 14777BAGR 14778BIND 14779BFRSH

14780B

AQUA
POND 14781BWILD

15427B6-125 15428B 15429Bx 15430B 15431B 15432B 15433B 15434B 
15435B6-126 15436B 15437Bx 15438B 15439B 15440B 15441B 15442B 
15443B6-127 15444B 15445Bx 15446B 15447B 15448B 15449B 15450B 
15462B6-128 15463Bx
15464B6-129 15465Bx
15466B6-130 15467Bx
15468B6-131 15469Bx
15470B6-132 15471Bx
15472B6-133 15473Bx
15474B6-134 15475Bx
15476B6-135 15477Bx
15478B6-136 15479Bx
15480B6-137 15481Bx
15482B6-138 15483B 15484Bx 15485B 15486B 15487B 15488B 15489B 
15490B6-139 15491B 15492Bx 15493B 15494B 15495B 15496B 15497B 
15498B6-140 15499B 15500Bx 15501B 15502B 15503B 15504B 15505B 
15506B6-141 15507B 15508Bx 15509B 15510B 15511B 15512B 15513B 
15514B6-142 15515B 15516Bx 15517B 15518B 15519B 15520B 15521B 
15522B6-143 15523B 15524Bx 15525B 15526B 15527B 15528B 15529B 
15530B6-144 15531B 15532Bx 15533B 15534B 15535B 15536B 15537B 
15538B6-145 15539B 15540Bx 15541B 15542B 15543B 15544B 15545B 
15546B6-146 15547B 15548Bx 15549B 15550B 15551B 15552B 15553B 
15554B6-147 15555B 15556Bx 15557B 15558B 15559B 15560B 15561B 
15562B6-148 15563B 15564Bx 15565B 15566B 15567B 15568B 15569B 
15570B6-149 15571B 15572Bx 15573B 15574B 15575B 15576B 15577B 
15578B6-150 15579B 15580Bx 15581B 15582B 15583B 15584B 15585B 
15586B6-151 15587B 15588Bx 15589B 15590B 15591B 15592B 15593B 
15594B6-152 15595B 15596Bx 15597B 15598B 15599B 15600B 15601B 
15602B6-153 15603B 15604Bx 15605B 15606B 15607B 15608B 15609B 
15610B6-154 15611B 15612Bx 15613B 15614B 15615B 15616B 15617B 
15618B6-155 15619B 15620Bx 15621B 15622B 15623B 15624B 15625B 
15626B6-156 15627B 15628Bx 15629B 15630B 15631B 15632B 15633B 
15634B6-157 15635B 15636Bx 15637B 15638B 15639B 15640B 15641B 
15642B6-158 15643B 15644Bx 15645B 15646B 15647B 15648B 15649B 
15650B6-159 15651B 15652Bx 15653B 15654B 15655B 15656B 15657B 
15658B6-160 15659B 15660Bx 15661B 15662B 15663B 15664B 15665B 
15666B6-161 15667B 15668Bx 15669B 15670B 15671B 15672B 15673B 
15674B6-162 15675B 15676Bx 15677B 15678B 15679B 15680B 15681B 
15682B6-163 15683B 15684Bx 15685B 15686B 15687B 15688B 15689B 
15690B6-164 15691B 15692Bx 15693B 15694B 15695B 15696B 15697B 
15698B6-165 15699B 15700Bx 15701B 15702B 15703B 15704B 15705B 
15706B6-166 15707B 15708Bx 15709B 15710B 15711B 15712B 15713B 
15757B6-167 15758Bx
15757B6-168 15758Bx
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Table 2-2
BENEFICIAL USES FOR GROUND WATERS OF THE LAHONTAN REGION

14772BBASIN 14773BBENEFICIAL USES

14774BDWR NO. 14775BBASIN NAME 14776BMUN 14777BAGR 14778BIND 14779BFRSH

14780B

AQUA
POND 14781BWILD

15757B6-169 15758Bx
15757B6-170 15758Bx
15757B6-171 15758Bx
15759B6-172 15760Bx
15761B6-173 15762Bx
15763B6-174 15764Bx
15765B6-175 15766Bx
15767B6-176 15768Bx
15769B6-177 15770Bx
15771B6-178 15772B 15773Bx 15774B 15775B 15776B 15777B 15778B 
15779B6-179 15780B 15781Bx 15782B 15783B 15784B 15785B 15786B 
15787B6-180 15788B 15789Bx 15790B 15791B 15792B 15793B 15794B 
15795B6-181 15796B 15797Bx 15798B 15799B 15800B 15801B 15802B 
15803B6-182 15804B 15805Bx 15806B 15807B 15808B 15809B 15810B 
15811B6-183 15812B 15813Bx 15814B 15815B 15816B 15817B 15818B 
15819B6-184 15820B 15821Bx 15822B 15823B 15824B 15825B 15826B 
15827B6-185 15828B 15829Bx 15830B 15831B 15832B 15833B 15834B 
15835B6-186 15836B 15837Bx 15838B 15839B 15840B 15841B 15842B 
15843B6-187 15844B 15845Bx 15846B 15847B 15848B 15849B 15850B 
15851B6-188 15852B 15853Bx 15854B 15855B 15856B 15857B 15858B 
15859B6-189 15860B 15861Bx 15862B 15863B 15864B 15865B 15866B 
15867B6-190 15868B 15869Bx 15870B 15871B 15872B 15873B 15874B 
15875B6-191 15876B 15877Bx 15878B 15879B 15880B 15881B 15882B 
15883B6-192 15884B 15885Bx 15886B 15887B 15888B 15889B 15890B 
15891B6-193 15892B 15893Bx 15894B 15895B 15896B 15897B 15898B 
15899B6-194 15900B 15901Bx 15902B 15903B 15904B 15905B 15906B 
15907B6-195 15908B 15909Bx 15910B 15911B 15912B 15913B 15914B 
15915B6-196 15916B 15917Bx 15918B 15919B 15920B 15921B 15922B 
15923B6-197 15924B 15925Bx 15926B 15927B 15928B 15929B 15930B 
15931B6-198 15932B 15933Bx 15934B 15935B 15936B 15937B 15938B 
15939B6-199 15940B 15941Bx 15942B 15943B 15944B 15945B 15946B 
15947B6-200 15948B 15949Bx 15950B 15951B 15952B 15953B 15954B 
15955B6-201 15956B 15957Bx 15958B 15959B 15960B 15961B 15962B 
15963B6-202 15964B 15965Bx 15966B 15967B 15968B 15969B 15970B 
15971B6-203 15972B 15973Bx 15974B 15975B 15976B 15977B 15978B 
15979B6-204 15980B 15981Bx 15982B 15983B 15984B 15985B 15986B 
15987B6-205 15988B 15989Bx 15990B 15991B 15992B 15993B 15994B 
15995B6-206 15996B 15997Bx 15998B 15999B 16000B 16001B 16002B 
16003B6-207 16004B 16005Bx 16006B 16007B 16008B 16009B 16010B 
16011B6-208 16012B 16013Bx 16014B 16015B 16016B 16017B 16018B 
16019B6-209 16020B 16021Bx 16022B 16023B 16024B 16025B 16026B 
16027B6-210 16028B 16029Bx 16030B 16031B 16032B 16033B 16034B 
16035B6-211 16036B 16037Bx 16038B 16039B 16040B 16041B 16042B 
16035B6-212 16036B 16037Bx 16038B 16039B 16040B 16041B 16042B 
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Proposed Changes to Chapter 3, Water Quality Objectives

The following text will be inserted into Chapter 3, Water Quality Objectives, in the section titled 
“WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR SURFACE WATERS”, in “Water Quality Objectives That 
Apply to All Surface Waters” as follows:

Water Quality Objectives for Surface Waters
Water quality objectives for surface waters are divided into the three categories of:

1. Water Quality Objectives That Apply to All Surface Waters.
Listed alphabetically below, these narrative and numerical water quality objectives apply to 
all surface waters (including wetlands) within the Lahontan Region:
Ammonia
Bacteria, Coliform
Biostimulatory Substances
Chemical Constituents
Chlorine, Total Residual
Color
Dissolved Oxygen
Floating Materials
Begin proposed text Mercury (Statewide water quality objective) End proposed text
Oil and Grease
Non-degradation of Aquatic Communities and Populations
pH
Radioactivity
Sediment
Settleable Materials
Suspended Materials
Taste and Odor
Temperature
Toxicity
Turbidity

The following text will be inserted into Chapter 3, Water Quality Objectives, in the section titled 
“WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES THAT APPLY TO ALL SURFACE WATERS” after “Floating 
Materials” and before “Oil and Grease” as follows:

Floating Materials
Waters shall not contain floating material, including solids, liquids, foams, and scum, in 
concentrations that cause nuisance or adversely affect the water for beneficial uses.

For natural high quality waters, the concentrations of floating material shall not be altered to 
the extent that such alterations are discernable at the 10 percent significance level.

Begin Proposed Text Mercury (fish tissue)
Statewide water quality objectives for mercury in fish tissue were established via the “Tribal 
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Subsistence Beneficial Uses and Mercury Provisions” (State Water Board Resolution No. 
2017-0027) (“Mercury Provisions”) for the reasonable protection of people and wildlife that 
consume fish and apply to all the inland surface waters, enclosed bays and estuaries of the 
State designated with the applicable beneficial uses. The Mercury Provisions should be 
consulted in their entirety for a complete accounting of the water quality objectives and 
associated implementation provisions. The applicability of the water quality objectives are 
summarized below. 
The water quality objectives that protect people who consume fish apply to waters with the 
COMM, CUL, T-SUB, and SUB beneficial uses. The water quality objectives that protect 
wildlife that consume fish apply to waters with WILD, RARE, WARM, and COLD beneficial 
uses.
The Mercury Provisions contains five mercury fish tissue water quality objectives, which are 
formulated for one or more of the applicable beneficial uses, depending on the consumption 
pattern (which includes consumption rate, fish size, and species) by individuals and wildlife. 
Additionally, different sizes and species of fish contained at a water body will, in some cases, 
affect whether a particular water quality objective may be utilized to evaluate whether one or 
more beneficial uses are supported. Therefore, the fish in a particular water body would dictate 
which water quality objective(s) must be evaluated to ensure all the applicable wildlife 
beneficial uses are supported.
The Mercury Provisions can be found on the State Water Board’s Plans and Policies web page 
at the following address: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/plans_policies/ End proposed text
Oil and Grease
Waters shall not contain oils, greases, waxes or other materials in concentrations that result 
in a visible film or coating on the surface of the water or on objects in the water, that cause 
nuisance, or that otherwise adversely affect the water for beneficial uses.

For natural high quality waters, the concentration of oils, greases, or other film or coat 
generating substances shall not be altered.

The following text will be deleted and inserted in Chapter 3, Water Quality Objective, in the section 
“WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR CERTAIN WATERBODIES”, in the sub-section “East 
Walker River Hydrologic Unit”, in “Water Body SAR (Annual Average)”:

Water Body SAR (Annual Average) 
East Walker River 2 
The Lahontan Regional Board recognizes that SAR may be higher than the value above in 
Begin strikeout certainsurface End strikeout Begin proposed text certain surface End proposed 
text waters of the East Walker River watershed due to natural sources of sodium, including 
geothermal sources. Where higher SAR values occur only as a result of natural sources, the 
affected water bodies or water body segments will not be considered to be in violation of the 
applicable SAR objective.

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/plans_policies/
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Proposed Changes to Chapter 4, Implementation
· The following text will be deleted and inserted in Chapter 4, Implementation, in Section 4.2, 

SPILLS, LEAKS, COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS, AND CLEANUPS in the subsection titled 
“Reportable Quantities Of Hazardous Waste And Sewage Discharges”:  

 
Reportable Quantities Of Hazardous Waste And Sewage Discharges 
Water Code Section 13271 requires that the State Board and the Department of Toxic 
Substances Control adopt regulations establishing reportable quantities for substances listed 
as hazardous wastes or hazardous materials pursuant to Section 25140 of the Health and 
Safety Code. Reportable quantities are those which should be reported because they may 
pose a risk to public health or the environment if discharged to ground or surface water. 

Similarly, the State Board was required to adopt regulations establishing reportable quantities 
for sewage. These requirements for reporting the, discharge of sewage and hazardous 
materials do not supersede waste discharge requirements or water quality objectives.

The regulations for reporting spills of hazardous materials are given in Sections Begin strikeout 
2701, 2703, and 2705 of Chapter 2, Subchapter 3,  
End strikeout Begin proposed text 2630, 2631 and 2632 of Article 2, Chapter 4, Division 2 End 
proposed text of Title 19 of the California Code of Regulations and are incorporated by reference 
into this plan. This incorporation-by-reference is prospective including future changes to the 
incorporated provisions as the changes take effect.

The Water Code (Section 13272.1) requires Regional Boards to publish and distribute quarterly 
reports on methyl tert butyl ether (MTBE) discharges to public water system operators within their 
jurisdictions. The reports must list MTBE discharges which occurred within the quarter and 
locations where MTBE was detected in groundwater within the region.

· The following text will be inserted into Chapter 4, Implementation, in Section 4.2, SPILLS, 
LEAKS, COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS, AND CLEANUPS after the subsection titled 
“Proposition 65 List” and before the subsection titled “Requirements for Site Investigation and 
Remediation”:  

  
 Begin proposed text Site Cleanup Program (SCP)

The SCP regulates and oversees the investigation and cleanup of illegal discharges, 
contaminated properties, and other unauthorized releases adversely impacting the State's 
waters but not covered by another program.

Sites managed within the SCP include sites with pollution from recent or historic spills, 
subsurface releases (e.g., pipelines, sumps), complaint investigations, and all other unauthorized 
discharges that pollute or threaten to pollute surface and/or ground waters. Site investigation and 
cleanup at SCP sites proceed as directed in State Board Resolution No. 92-49 described further 
below. End proposed text
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· The following text will be inserted into Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.2, SPILLS, LEAKS, 
COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS, AND CLEANUPS, in the subsection titled “Soil Cleanup 
Levels” that follows the subsection titled “Groundwater Cleanup Levels”:   

 Soil Cleanup Levels
The Regional Board will determine soil cleanup levels for the unsaturated zone based upon threat 
to Begin proposed text human health and the environment, and End proposed text water quality. 
In its determination, the Regional Board will use guidance from the USEPA, and Cal/EPA's Office 
of Health Hazard Assessment, and Department of Toxic Substances Control.

If it is unreasonable to clean up soils to background concentration levels, the Regional Board 
may consider site-specific recommendations for soil cleanup levels above background provided 
that applicable ground water quality objectives are met and health risks from surface or 
subsurface exposure meet current guidelines. The Regional Board may require follow-up 
ground water monitoring to verify that ground water is not polluted by chemicals remaining in 
the soil. The Regional Board may require that soils with remaining pollutants are covered and 
managed to minimize pollution of surface waters and/or exposure to the public. If significant 
amounts of waste remain onsite, the Regional Board may implement provisions contained in 
the California Code of Regulations, Title 23, Chapter 15 to the extent applicable.

· The following text will be deleted in Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.2, SPILLS, LEAKS, 
COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS, AND CLEANUPS following the subsection titled “Soil Cleanup 
Levels” in the subsection titled “SLIC Program”:

Begin strikeout Spills, Leaks, Investigations, and Cleanups (SLIC Program)
The SLIC Program was established by the State Board so that Regional Boards could oversee 
cleanup of illegal discharges, contaminated properties, and other unregulated releases adversely 
impacting the State's waters but not covered by another program.

Sites managed within the SLIC Program include sites with pollution from recent or historic spills, 
subsurface releases (e.g., pipelines, sumps), complaint investigations, and all other unauthorized 
discharges that pollute or threaten to pollute surface and/or ground waters. Investigation, 
remediation, and cleanup at SLIC sites proceed as directed in State Board Resolution No. 92-49 
as described above. End strikeout

· The following text will be deleted and inserted in Chapter 4, Implementation, in Section 4.2, 
SPILLS, LEAKS, COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS, AND CLEANUPS, in the subsection titled 
“Use of the Cleanup and Abatement Account to Fund Cleanups”:

Use of the Cleanup and Abatement Account to Fund Cleanups 

The State Water Resources Control Board manages the Cleanup and Abatement Account 
(CAA) Fund. The CAA receives funds statewide as a result of Begin proposed text, but not 
limited to, End proposed text court judgments from civil and criminal actions and from 
administrative civil liabilities.

The California Water Code Begin proposed text Section 13442 End proposed text provides for 
the disbursement of Begin proposed text grant End proposed text funds from the CAA Begin 
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proposed text to eligible entities if that entity has authority to undertake the activity, End 
proposed text including:

• Public agencies Begin strikeout with the authority to clean up waste or abate its effects; and 
End strikeout Begin proposed text;

• A Tribal government that is on the California Tribal Consultation list maintained by the Native 
American Heritage Communication and is a disadvantaged community; and 

• Non-profits or community water systems serving a disadvantaged community. End proposed 
text Begin strikeout ;and

• Regional Boards attempting to remedy an actual or potential water pollution problem for 
which adequate resources have not been budgeted. End strikeout

The State Board has the authority to approve funding. Applicants do not have a right to these 
funds.

Begin proposed text State Board approved Cleanup and Abatement Account Funding 
Program Guidelines (adopted December 11, 2018). These Guidelines, and any future update 
or amendment to the Guidelines, establishes the process and criteria for the allocation and 
administration of Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA) funding for eligible projects. The 
Guidelines are utilized in soliciting applications, prioritizing and evaluating project proposals, 
and awarding funding for projects that clean up waste or abate the effects of waste on waters 
of the State or address an urgent drinking water need. End proposed text

Begin strikeout 

The Regional Board's Executive Officer, his/her designee, or a public agency may request 
emergency funds orally for amounts up to $50,000. These requests are to be directed to the 
Chief Counsel. In the absence of that individual, other designated staff should be called in the 
order listed: the Executive Director, the Chief Deputy Director, or the Administrative Services 
Division Chief. Any of these four individuals may review and approve the request. Within one 
week following the oral request, the requesting agency shall submit the terms in writing. Non-
emergency requests must be written to be considered by the State Board, and must include a 
specific Regional Board Resolution.

The agency or Regional Board receiving the funds shall notify the Office of Chief Counsel (OCC) 
upon project completion and submit a follow-up report. This report must describe the work 
accomplished and fund recoupment. OCC will review the report to verify that the agency 
performed the work.

OCC shall pursue the recovery of CAA funds expended for cleanup and abatement when a 
discharger refuses to perform or pay for the work.

Any funds not committed or expended within 12 months of encumbrance or approved project 
end date (whichever is later) shall be disencumbered. The agency has 90 days to submit a bill. 
The Executive Director may grant a time extension if no additional funding is required. 
Disencumbered funds become available for other projects.

If additional funding is required, approval must be given by the State Board or the designated 
approval authority (for emergency requests). End strikeout
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·  The following text will be inserted and deleted in Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.2, 
SPILLS, LEAKS, COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS, AND CLEANUPS in the subsection titled 
“Federal Superfund Program”:  

Federal Begin strikeout Superfund End strikeout Begin proposed text CERCLA End proposed 
text Program

Begin proposed text In 1980, End proposed text the federal Begin proposed text government 
End proposed text “Superfund” program was established Begin strikeout in 1980 with the 
passage of End strikeout the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act (CERCLA), Begin proposed text commonly known as Superfund End proposed text. 
The CERCLA provided funding and guidelines for the cleanup of Begin strikeout the most 
threatening hazardous waste sites in the nation End strikeout. High priority sites scheduled for 
cleanup under this program are placed on the National Priority List (NPL). Begin strikeout (see 
Section 4.12, “Military Installations”) End strikeout

· The following text will be inserted and deleted in Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.5, SOLID 
AND LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL TO LAND, in sections starting from the introduction of section 
4.5 to the section before “Discharge Prohibitions that Apply to Solid Wastes”:

4.5 SOLID AND LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL TO LAND

The Regional Board regulates the disposal of waste to land under Chapter 15, Division 3, Title 
23 of the California Code of Regulations, known as “Chapter 15” Begin proposed text, and 
under Title 27, of the California Code of Regulations, known as “Title 27.” Chapter 15 applies to 
hazardous wastes and Title 27 End proposed text applies to wastes which cannot be discharged 
directly or indirectly to waters of the State and which therefore must be discharged to land for 
treatment, storage, or disposal.

Types of operations in the Lahontan Region which are subject to Begin proposed text Title 27 
End proposed text Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout include solid waste disposal sites 
(landfills), industrial wastewater ponds (surface impoundments), septage and sludge disposal 
(see Begin strikeout “Septage and Sludge Disposal” in Section 4.4 End strikeout Begin proposed 
text sections 20200, 20220, and 20690 of Title 27End proposed text), mining and geothermal 
operations (see Begin strikeout “Mining, Industry, and Energy Development” End strikeout Begin 
proposed text sections 22470 through 22510 of Title 27End proposed text), and some confined 
animal facilities (see “Begin strikeout “Agriculture” End strikeout Begin proposed text sections 
22560 through 22565 of Title 27 End proposed text). This section contains: (1) a summary of 
the pertinent sections of Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 
27End proposed text, (2) a discussion of Region-specific requirements and prohibitions, and (3) 
a discussion of the Solid Waste Assessment Test Program.

Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text

Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text 
contains minimum, prescriptive standards for proper management of applicable wastes. 
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Regional Boards may impose more stringent requirements to accommodate regional and/or 
site-specific conditions.

Dischargers may propose alternatives to the construction or prescriptive standards contained in 
Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text if they 
can show that the prescriptive standard is not feasible (i.e., too difficult or costly to implement, 
or not likely to perform adequately under the given circumstances). The proposed alternative 
must be able to provide equivalent management of the waste, and must not be less stringent 
than the prescribed standards.

Discharges to land which may be exempt from Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin 
proposed text Title 27 End proposed text are Begin strikeout listed in Appendix D End strikeout 
Begin proposed text discussed in section 20090 of Title 27 End proposed text.

Wastes fall into four categories under the current classification system. These four categories 
are: Hazardous, Designated, Non-Hazardous, and Inert, and are defined in Begin strikeout 
Appendix D End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text. Hazardous and 
Designated wastes can often be generated by the same source and may differ only by their 
concentrations of given constituents.

Wastes must be disposed of differently depending on their liquids content and the waste 
category into which they fall. A table containing the Summary of Waste Management Strategies 
for Discharge of Waste to Land (see Begin strikeout Appendix D End strikeout Begin proposed 
text Table 2.1 in Title 27 End proposed text) shows the proper level of containment for the 
various categories of waste. A table containing Geologic and Siting Criteria for Classified Waste 
Management Units is included in Begin strikeout Appendix D End strikeout Begin proposed text 
Table 3.1 in Title 27 End proposed text.

Receiving water monitoring is required at all waste management units. Begin strikeout Appendix 
D discusses End strikeout Begin proposed text Chapter 3, Subchapter 3, Article 1, and Chapter 
7, Subchapter 1, Article 1, and  Chapter 7, Subchapter 2, Article 1 of Title 27 discuss End 
proposed text the monitoring requirements for the various classes of waste management units 
and describes the progressive phases of monitoring.

The routine ground water monitoring conducted during the entire compliance period of a 
project's life is referred to as “detection monitoring.” If a leak is detected during the course of 
detection monitoring, an “evaluation monitoring” program must be established. If the evaluation 
monitoring verifies the presence of a leak, a “corrective action program” must be established 
and conducted until the problem has been successfully corrected.

Vadose zone monitoring must be conducted at all waste management units. Begin strikeout 
Appendix D discusses End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27, Sections 20415 and 20435 
discuss End proposed text the minimum requirements for an acceptable vadose zone 
monitoring program.

Special requirements for confined animal facilities are discussed in Begin strikeout Article 6 of 
Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Chapter 7, Subchapter 2, Article 1 of Title 27 End 
proposed text. These facilities are also subject to other portions of Begin strikeout Chapter 15 
End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text as applicable. Begin strikeout 
Confined animal facilities are discussed in detail in the section entitled “Agriculture.” End 
strikeout
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Under Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout  Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed 
text, mining waste discharges are only subject to the requirements of Begin proposed text 
Chapter 7, Subchapter 1, Article 1 End proposed text Begin strikeout Article 7 End strikeout, or 
other portions of Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End 
proposed text as referenced by Begin strikeout Article 7 End strikeout Begin proposed text 
Article 1. Mining wastes are also subject to regulation under the Surface Mining and Reclamation 
Act (SMARA, CA Public Resources Code, Title 14, Division 2, Chapter 9). Article 7 and SMARA 
are discussed in detail in the section entitled “Mining, Industry, and Energy Development.”

An inactive waste management unit can still pose a threat to water quality. In fact, due to the 
nature of some wastes and the characteristics of some disposal sites, sometimes water quality 
problems do not become evident until years after a site has closed. Therefore, Begin strikeout 
Chapter 15 End strikeout  Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text requires that all waste 
management units have a plan for acceptable closure procedures and post-closure 
maintenance and monitoring.

Solid and Liquid Waste Requirements
Solid wastes are disposed of in a landfill or Solid Waste Disposal Site (SWDS). A landfill, as 
defined in Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout  Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed 
text, is a waste management unit at which waste is discharged in or on land for disposal. A 
landfill may be classified as Class I, II, or III, depending on the type of waste being accepted, 
but the term “landfill” typically refers to a Class III municipal solid waste landfill which accepts 
only inert or non-hazardous, municipal solid waste. Landfills are an integral component of most 
communities in the Lahontan Region, except for those of the Lake Tahoe Basin. Solid waste 
generated in the Lake Tahoe Basin is exported out of the Basin.

“Hazardous” solid wastes must be disposed of in Class I landfills or waste piles. “Designated” 
solid wastes must be disposed of in Class I or II landfills or waste piles. Liquid wastes may not 
be disposed of to Class III waste management units. Rather, liquid wastes must be discharged 
to Class I or II surface impoundments, depending on their classification.

Discharges from solid and liquid waste management units can impact both ground and surface 
waters. The receiving water most likely to be at risk from a waste management unit is the ground 
water beneath the site. Precipitation or runoff may enter the unit and contact the waste, percolate 
through it, and travel to ground water, carrying constituents of the waste with it. Solid waste may 
contain enough free liquids to form a leachate and travel to ground water. Vapors may migrate 
from a waste management unit into the soils and ground water below the unit. Gases forming in 
a closed waste management unit may pressurize the unit and force contaminants into the 
ground water. A liquid waste impoundment may leak its contents into the soils and ground water 
beneath the unit. Liquids may exit a waste management unit and travel to nearby surface waters. 
Uncontained solid waste may also be transported to surface waters by wind.

The Regional Board regulates all the active waste management units and some of the closed 
units in the Region under waste discharge requirements which contain pertinent Begin strikeout 
Chapter 15 End strikeout  Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text regulations. Some of 
the applicable requirements include:

1. Waste management units must be sited in locations where they will not extend over a known 
Holocene fault or into areas with inadequate separation from ground water.
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2. Waste management units must be constructed to minimize (Class III) or prevent (Class I and 
II) the possibility of leachate contacting ground water. This may be done by siting the unit in 
an area where the depth to ground water is very great or where natural geologic features will 
provide containment. A Class III waste management unit may also have a clay or synthetic 
liner with a leachate collection and removal system (LCRS), if there is a possibility that 
ground water could be impacted by leakage from the unit. Class I and II units must be lined. 
A discharger may propose engineered alternatives to the Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End 
strikeout  Begin proposed text Title 27End proposed text containment requirements, but the 
alternatives must provide equal or greater protection to the receiving waters at the site, per 
Begin strikeout Article 1 End strikeout  Begin proposed text Section 20080(b) End proposed 
text.

3. To minimize or prevent the formation of leachate, solid waste management units shall be 
covered periodically with soil or other approved materials. Runoff from offsite should be 
prevented from entering a waste management unit and contacting the wastes in the unit.

4. The potential receiving waters shall be monitored. A waste management unit shall have 
sufficient ground water monitoring wells at appropriate locations and depths to yield ground 
water samples from the uppermost aquifer to provide the best assurance of the earliest 
possible detection of a release from the waste management unit. Perched ground water 
zones shall also be monitored. Background monitoring should be conducted for one year 
prior to opening a new waste management unit.

Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout  Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text 
requires that the vadose zone shall be monitored at all new sites and at any existing site, 
unless it can be shown to the satisfaction of the Regional Board that there are no vadose 
zone monitoring devices that would work at the site, or that installation of vadose zone 
monitoring devices would require unreasonable dismantling or relocating of permanent 
structures.

5. All operating waste management units must have an approved closure/post-closure 
monitoring and maintenance plan and their operators must provide the Regional Board with 
assurance that sufficient funds are irrevocably committed to ensure that the site will be 
properly reclaimed and maintained.

6. The operator of a waste management unit must obtain and maintain assurances of financial 
responsibility for foreseeable releases from the unit.

Municipal Wastewater Sludge Management
Wastewater sludge (biosolids) is a by-product of wastewater treatment. Raw sludge usually 
contains 93 to 99.5 percent water with the balance being solids that were present in the 
wastewater and that were added to or cultured by wastewater treatment processes. Most 
POTWs treat the sludge prior to ultimate use or disposal. Normally, this treatment consists of 
dewatering and/or digestion. In some cases, such as at Lake Arrowhead and Barstow, a portion 
of the sludge is incinerated.

Treated and untreated sludges may contain high concentrations of heavy metals, organic 
pollutants, pathogens, and nitrates. Storage and disposal of municipal sludges on land can result 
in degradation of ground and surface water if not properly performed. The Regional Board 
currently regulates handling and disposal of sludge pursuant to Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End 
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strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text and Department of Health Services 
(DHS) standards for sludge management (Cal. Code of Regs., Title 22, Division 4, 
Section60301).

Sludge may be placed in a Class III landfill (see section on Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End 
strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text) if it can meet the following 
requirements, otherwise it must be placed in a Class II surface impoundment:

1. The landfill is equipped with a leachate collection and removal system, and

2. The sludge must contain at least 20 percent solids if primary sludge, or at least 15 percent 
solids if secondary sludge, mixtures of primary and secondary sludges, or water treatment 
sludge, and

3. A minimum solids-to-liquid ratio of 5:1 by weight must be maintained to ensure that the co-
disposal will not exceed the initial moisture-holding capacity of the nonhazardous solid 
waste. The Regional Board may require that a more stringent solids-to-liquid ratio be 
maintained, based on site-specific conditions.

In addition to landfilling, sludge may be disposed of in a number of other ways, provided it 
meets the requirements specific to the given disposal method. Sludge may be incinerated, 
applied to land as a soil amendment, made into commercial fertilizer, or stockpiled in piles or 
drying beds. Generally, the Regional Board regulates the disposal of sludge under the 
requirements for the treatment plant which generates the sludge. However, for land application 
of sludge, separate waste discharge requirements for the landowner will be considered. The 
State's Begin strikeout Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) End strikeout Begin 
proposed text Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecyle) End proposed 
text also regulates the disposal of sludge.

The USEPA has promulgated a policy of promoting those municipal sludge management 
practices that provide for the beneficial use of sludge while maintaining or improving 
environmental quality and protecting public health. On February 19, 1993, the USEPA 
published final sewage sludge regulations in 40 CFR Part 503. The regulations are intended 
to assure that use and disposal of sewage sludges comply with federal sludge use and 
disposal criteria developed by USEPA. The State Board or Begin strikeout the CIWMB End 
strikeout Begin proposed text CalRecyle End proposed text may develop a state sludge 
management program consistent with the USEPA policy and criteria for land application, 
surface disposal, and incineration of sewage sludge. Applicable federal regulations for the 
disposal of sewage sludge in municipal solid waste landfills are contained in 40 CFR Parts 
257 and 258 (Subtitle D).

Subtitle D

These federal regulations apply to municipal solid waste landfills (Class III landfills under 
California's “Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed 
text”). The Subtitle D regulations outline the classification of municipal landfills, siting criteria, 
design criteria, operation procedures, water quality monitoring parameters and standards, 
closure and post-closure care requirements, and financial assurance guidelines, similar to Begin 
strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End proposed text. USEPA 
considers Subtitle D to be minimum standards for landfill operation. States may have equal or 
more stringent requirements, but may not have less stringent requirements. If a state's landfill 
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regulation program meets USEPA's approval, that state may apply to become a USEPA 
“approved state” for landfill regulation, and Subtitle D provisions do not apply. However, if all or 
a part of a state's regulations do not meet USEPA's approval, more stringent portions of Subtitle 
D take precedence until that state modifies its program and obtains approval. California has 
obtained approval from USEPA.

· The following text will be inserted and deleted in Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.6, 
GROUNDWATER PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT in the subsection titled “Regional 
Board Control Measures for Ground Water Protection and Management”:

Regional Board Control Measures for Ground Water Protection and 
Management
To protect ground water resources, the Regional Board allows few waste discharges to land. 
(See the “Solid and Liquid Waste Disposal to Land” section of this Chapter.) Those that are 
permitted (e.g., landfills) are closely regulated under existing laws and regulations to maintain 
and to protect ground water quality for beneficial uses. Another category of discharges to land 
is individual waste disposal systems (e.g., septic systems). In most instances, the Regional 
Board has waived its regulation of individual waste disposal systems provided that counties 
(and some cities) in the Region regulate the systems. Specific provisions of the regulation are 
included in Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) with each county or city. The MOUs 
stipulate that regulation of the systems must comply with all Regional Board requirements (see 
“Wastewater” section of this Chapter).

Discharges of hazardous and nonhazardous waste, and the waste management units at which 
the wastes are discharged (e.g., landfills, surface impoundments), are regulated by the Regional 
Board through waste discharge requirements to properly contain the wastes, and to ensure that 
effective monitoring is undertaken to protect water resources of the Region (also see “Solid and 
Liquid Waste” section of this Chapter). These waste discharges are also concurrently regulated 
by other State and local agencies. Local agencies implement the State's solid waste 
management programs as well as local ordinances governing the siting, design, and operation 
of solid waste disposal facilities (usually landfills) with the concurrence of the California Begin 
strikeout Integrated Waste Management Board (CIMWB) End strikeout Begin proposed text 
Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) End proposed text. Begin 
strikeout The CIMWB End strikeout Begin proposed text CalRecyle End proposed text also has 
direct responsibility for review and approval of plans for closure and post-closure maintenance 
of solid waste landfills. The Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) issues permits for 
all hazardous waste management, treatment, storage, and disposal facilities. The State Board, 
Regional Boards, Begin strikeout CIMWB End strikeout Begin proposed text CalRecyle End 
proposed text, and DTSC have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding to coordinate 
their respective roles in the concurrent regulation of these discharges.

The laws and regulations governing both hazardous and nonhazardous solid waste disposal 
have been revised and strengthened in recent years. Implementation of these laws and 
regulations through the following programs is summarized below: California Code of 
Regulations, Title 23, Chapter 15 Begin proposed text and Title 27 End proposed text; 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act; Toxic Pits Cleanup Act; Solid Waste Assessment 
Tests. (See the “Solid and Liquid Waste” section of this Chapter for detailed control actions).



25

· The following text will be inserted and deleted in Chapter 4, Implementation in Section 4.6, 
GROUNDWATER PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT in the subsection titled “California 
Code of Regulations, Title 23, Chapter 15” that follows the section titled “Regional Board Control 
Measures for Ground Water Protection and Management”:

California Code of Regulations, Title 23, Chapter 15 begin proposed text, and Title 27 end 
proposed text

Begin strikeout Referred to as “Chapter 15,” this is the most significant regulation End strikeout 
Begin proposed text Title 23, Chapter 15, referred to as “Chapter 15” and Title 27 are the most 
significant regulations End proposed text used by the Regional Board in regulating hazardous 
and nonhazardous waste treatment, storage, and disposal. Wastes are classified as either 
hazardous waste, designated waste, nonhazardous waste, or inert waste. These regulations 
include very specific siting, construction, monitoring and closure requirements for all existing 
and new waste treatment, storage, and disposal facilities Begin proposed text, known as Waste 
Management Units (WMUs). WMUs are classified as either Class I, II, or III depending on the 
type of waste to be disposed of or stored in the unit. Land disposal is regulated by Title 27. End 
proposed text Begin strikeout Chapter 15 End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 End 
proposed text requires operators to provide assurances of financial responsibility for initiating 
and completing corrective action for all known or reasonably foreseeable releases from their 
waste management units. Detailed technical criteria are provided for establishing water quality 
protection programs, and corrective action programs for releases from waste management 
units. Begin strikeout Chapter 15 requires End strikeout Begin proposed text Title 27 required 
End proposed text the review and update of waste discharge requirements for all hazardous 
waste treatment, storage, and disposal sites by January 1, 1993 and for all nonhazardous waste, 
storage, and disposal sites by July 1, 1994. Begin strikeout Chapter 15 defines waste types to 
include hazardous wastes, designated wastes, nonhazardous solid wastes, and inert wastes. 
End strikeout

· The following text will be inserted and deleted in Chapter 4, Implementation, in Section 4.6, 
GROUNDWATER PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT in the subsection titled “Underground 
Storage Tank Program,” and before the section “UST Remediation Goals”:  

Underground Storage Tank Program
Implementation of the Underground Storage Tank (UST) Program is unique, as the Health and 
Safety Code gives local agencies the authority to oversee investigation and cleanup of UST leak 
sites. The Corrective Action regulations (23 Cal. Code of Regs., Ch. 16, Article 11) use the term 
“regulatory agency” in recognition of the fact that local agencies have the option to oversee site 
investigation and cleanup, in addition to their statutory mandate to oversee tank permitting, leak 
reporting, and tank closure. Begin proposed text On and after July 1, 2013, a Local Oversight 
Program (LOP) may be implemented only by a city or county that the State Water Board has 
certified as qualified to implement a program for the abatement of, and oversight of the 
abatement of, unauthorized releases of hazardous substances from USTs.  The State Water 
Board may enter into an agreement with a certified local agency to implement the LOP. End 
proposed text Begin strikeout Several local agencies now have the authority (through Local 
Oversight Program contracts with the State Board or Memoranda of Understanding with the 
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Regional Board) to act on the Regional Board's behalf in requiring investigations and cleanup. 
The Regional Board retains the authority to approve case closure. End strikeout

Reports of leaking USTs are submitted by local agencies (city, county, etc.) and by private 
parties to the Regional Board. Submittals are on a standard form that complies with Proposition 
65 notification (Underground storage tank Unauthorized Releases [Leak]/Contamination Site 
Report). The local agencies forward copies of the leak reports to the Regional Board. (See also 
“Proposition 65 Program” in Section 4.2.)

Begin strikeout The cleanup and enforcement elements of the program are shared between the 
Regional Board and the local agencies. End strikeout Regional Boards Begin proposed text and 
LOPs End proposed text are responsible for oversight of investigation and remediation where 
unauthorized releases from USTs pose a threat to, or have impacted, water quality. Local 
agencies, such as Begin strikeout County Health Services End strikeout Begin proposed text 
county health services End proposed text, are responsible for tank permitting, monitoring, and 
removal. Begin strikeout, and the investigation and remediation of releases that do not pose a 
threat to water quality. Additionally, several local agencies have contracted with the State Board 
under the Local Oversight Program (LOP) to oversee the investigation and remediation of 
releases that threaten or have impacted water quality. End strikeout

The California Code of Regulations, Title 23, Division 3, Chapter 16, contains State regulations 
regarding underground tank construction, monitoring, repair, release reporting, and corrective 
action. The objectives of the regulations are to:

· Place all USTs storing hazardous substances, covered by law, under permit;  

· Ensure that all existing USTs, covered by law, meet standards for the detection of releases 
of hazardous substances;  

· At the time of application for an UST permit, ensure that all new USTs covered by law, 
meet standards to prevent releases of hazardous substances;  

· Ensure that the UST program complies with the federal UST requirements and secure 
authorization from USEPA to regulate USTs in the State; 

· Identify leaking USTs and decide whether the Regional Board or local implementing 
agency will have the lead for supervision of cleanup within 90 days of the discovery of a 
leak. Undertake cleanup supervision of 10-25% of existing backlogged and new leak cases 
each year. The annual caseload will depend on the severity of the water quality problems 
and the availability of Regional Board resources to oversee cleanup; 

· Provide funding for eligible local agencies, under a local oversight program, for the 
oversight of leaking UST cleanup; 

· Ensure that appropriate cleanup actions are undertaken in a timely manner at UST sites 
which have no identifiable Responsible Party (RP) or which have an insolvent RP (orphan 
site); 

· Ensure that all tank integrity tests, conducted within the State, are performed by or under 
the direct supervision of a licensed tank tester; 
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· Require all existing underground pressurized piping to be equipped with an automatic leak 
detector; 

· Ensure that all UST owners and operators shall maintain evidence of financial responsibility 
for taking corrective action and for compensating third parties for bodily injury and property 
damage caused by a release; 

· Require secondary containment for pressurized piping, corrosive protection for tanks, and 
spill and overfill prevention equipment for UST systems.

Begin strikeout Number of UST Cases in the Region
As of July, 1993, a total of 591 leaking USTs had been documented in the Lahontan Region. Of 
these 591 releases, approximately 150 (25%) have impacted ground water. A list of these UST 
releases and the status of investigation and remediation at each site is published quarterly by 
staff of the Regional Board. End strikeout

Areas With the Greatest Number of UST Releases Affecting Ground Water 

Throughout the Lahontan Region several areas have been identified as containing a significant 
number of leaking USTs that have impacted ground water. Generally, these areas are light 
industrial/service areas that typically have shallow ground water and/or coarse soils. Because 
of the significant number of documented releases in these areas, a substantial amount of 
geologic and hydrologic data have been generated.

UST Cleanup Trust Fund (SB 2004)
In 1991 the State Legislature passed SB 2004, which required that Begin strikeout 0.006 cents 
End strikeout Begin proposed text a certain fee End proposed text be paid by tank owners to 
the State for each gallon of petroleum products stored in a UST. This tax program generates 
revenue to provide Begin strikeout a maximum of $990,000 End strikeout Begin proposed text 
up to $1,500,000 of End proposed text grant money per claim for investigation and remediation 
to those persons who operated or owned USTs that have leaked. The fund reimburses monies 
that are spent by the discharger during investigation and cleanup. Staff of the Regional Board 
and State Board are responsible for reviewing technical proposals for investigation and 
remediation to ensure plans are technically and economically effective.

Dischargers applying for the fund are separated into “A,” “B,” “C,” and “D” categories. These 
categories are generally based on gross annual income, with “A” applicants having the least 
income. Since the fund is designed to assist those dischargers with the least financial ability 
to conduct investigation and remediation, “A” applicants have the highest priority for funding. 
Since many tank owners and operators lack resources, assistance from the fund increases 
opportunities for remedial actions.

· The following text will be inserted in Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.6, GROUNDWATER 
PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT following the subsection titled “UST Remediation Goals” 
and before the subsection titled “Source Removal” as follows:

Begin proposed text Low-Threat UST Case Closure Policy

It has been well documented in the literature and through experience at individual UST release 
site that petroleum fuels naturally attenuate in the environment through adsorption, dispersion, 
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dilution, volatilization, and biological degradation.  This natural attenuation slows and limits the 
migration of dissolved petroleum plumes in groundwater.  In general, it is recognized that many 
petroleum release cases pose a low threat to human health and the environment.

The State Water Board established the Low-threat UST Case Closure Policy which became 
effective in August 2012.  The purpose of the policy is to establish consistent statewide case 
closure criteria for low-threat petroleum UST sites.  The policy establishes general criteria and 
media-specific criteria that if met, and in the absence of unique case or site-specific attributes, 
indicate that a case poses a low threat to human health, safety, or the environment and is 
appropriate for closure pursuant to Health and Safety Code 25296.10. The full text version of 
this policy can be found on the State Water Board’s Plans and Policies webpage located at the 
following web address: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/plans_policies/ End proposed text

· The following text will be deleted from Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.6 
GROUNDWATER PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT in the subsection titled “City of Bishop”, 
which follows the section titled “Cleanup Levels”:

Begin strikeout The City of Bishop
The majority of documented releases in the Bishop area have occurred in the light 
industrial/service area along Hwy. 395 (Main Street). Depth to ground water along Main Street 
ranges from three to eight feet below ground surface (bgs). Ground water dominantly flows east 
toward the Owens River.

Soils in the Bishop area are variable. Coarse alluvial cobbles and boulders are present on the 
alluvial fan of the eastern Sierra Nevada range at the western edge of Bishop. However, 
throughout the City, soils appear to be predominantly clayey sands and clayey silts with low 
permeability characteristics. A shallow unconfined aquifer is present beneath the City of Bishop 
at depths ranging from three to eight feet below ground surface. The ground water gradient of 
this aquifer throughout the City of Bishop is gently sloping. Additionally, the low permeability 
soils result in slow ground water velocities.

Municipal supply wells for the City of Bishop are located east and north of known petroleum 
dispensing facilities. No known water supply wells are located in areas of known or suspected 
ground water pollution.

Dischargers at several UST sites in the City of Bishop have installed ground water monitoring 
wells. The results of well sampling indicate that pollution plumes have little or no natural 
degradation without active remediation, but these plumes also migrate very slowly.

UST Policy for Bishop. Based on the principles of State Board Resolution No. 92-49, Board staff 
has developed a policy to set time schedules for completing soil and ground water cleanup. To 
the extent feasible, schedules will be set to coincide with the availability of resources, including 
UST Trust Funds. The policy specifically applies to potential Trust Fund “A,” “B,” and “C” 
applicants in specific hydrogeologic areas of Bishop. The policy is as follows:

1. When USTs are removed, all identified soil pollution will be excavated to the property 
boundaries to the depth of the ground water table (depth to ground water in Bishop ranges 
from 3 to 8 feet below ground surface). Contaminated soil beneath existing onsite buildings 
will not be required to be removed at this time.

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/plans_policies/
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2. Soil samples will be collected from all excavation sidewalls to document effective removal of 
contaminated soils or the location of any remaining soil contamination that persists offsite.

3. The discharger will remove any fuel found floating on the water table surface.

4. Field investigation methods (such as HydropunchÔ and cone penetrometers) can be 
effectively used to preliminarily define the lateral extent of ground water pollution. This data 
will then be used to locate a maximum of three ground water monitoring wells that 
approximately define the down-gradient extent of ground water pollution. It is expected that 
these wells will be installed offsite.

5. Monitoring of the ground water will be conducted by the discharger. Monitoring includes 
laboratory analysis of ground water samples collected from the installed monitoring wells. 
The discharger will continue to remove any identified fuel found floating on the water table 
surface.

6. The UST owner/operator would not be required to perform additional soil or dissolved phase 
ground water remediation until SB 2004 funding is available, provided that the discharger 
supplies the Regional Board documentation that a grant application has been filed with the 
State Board.

7. Dissolved phase ground water remediation would only be required prior to receiving SB 2004 
funding if it becomes evident that the discharger will not qualify for SB 2004 funding, or the 
pollution poses an imminent threat to public health. This policy does not change the overall 
remedial goals of the Regional Board. End strikeout

· The following text will be deleted from Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.6 GROUNDWATER 
PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT following the section titled “City of Bishop”:

UST Discharges in Hydrogeologic Areas Other than Bishop

Ground water pollution plumes may migrate slowly in other areas of the Region besides Bishop. 
However, data must be generated in these additional areas that conclusively demonstrates that 
these conditions exist. In areas where it can be conclusively demonstrated that hydrological 
conditions similar to Bishop exist, the above policy may be applied to remediation of UST release 
sites. In areas where pollution plumes do not migrate slowly, failure to initiate ground water 
remediation in the short-term may result in a substantially more extensive condition of pollution, 
and may also increase the threat to public health and safety. End strikeout

· The following text will be inserted and deleted in Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.6, 
GROUNDWATER PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT in the subsection titled “Spills, Leaks, 
Investigation and Cleanup (SLIC) Program” that follows the subsection titled “Aboveground 
Storage Tanks”:
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Begin strikeout Spills, Leaks, Investigation, and Cleanup (SLIC) Program End strikeout 
Begin proposed text Site Cleanup Program (SCP) End proposed text

Sites managed within the Begin strikeout SLIC Program End strikeout Begin proposed text Site 
Cleanup Program (SCP) End proposed text include sites with pollution from recent or historic 
spills, subsurface releases (e.g., pipelines, sumps), complaint investigations, and all other 
unauthorized discharges that pollute or threaten to pollute surface and/or ground waters. 
Investigation, remediation, and cleanup at SCP sites proceed as directed in State Board 
Resolution No. 92-49 as described below. Begin strikeout (For further details regarding the SLIC 
Program, see Section 4.2, “Spills, Leaks, Complaint Investigations, and Cleanups.”) End 
strikeout

Begin proposed text Petroleum release sites managed under the SCP include pipelines and 
aboveground storage tanks.  Because the threat to human health and water quality is similar to 
petroleum release from USTs, investigation, remediation, and closure criteria for petroleum 
contamination emanating from these release sites is addressed in a manner similar to the Low 
Threat UST Case Closure Policy. End proposed text

· The following text will be inserted and deleted in Chapter 4, Implementation, Section 4.6, 
GROUNDWATER PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT in the subsection titled “Federal 
Superfund Program” that follows the subsection titled “Spills, Leaks, Investigation and Cleanup 
(SLIC) Program”:

Federal Begin strikeout Superfund End strikeout Begin proposed text CERCLA End proposed 
text Program

Begin proposed text In 1980, End proposed text the federal Begin proposed text government 
End proposed text Begin strikeout “Superfund” program was End strikeout established Begin 
strikeout in 1980 with the passage of End strikeout the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) Begin proposed text, commonly known 
as Superfund End proposed text. The CERCLA provided funding and guidelines for the cleanup 
of Begin strikeout the most threatening End strikeout hazardous waste sites Begin strikeout in 
the nation End strikeout. High priority sites scheduled for cleanup under this program are placed 
on the National Priority List (NPL).

To clean up pollution at federal military sites, the State has signed a Memorandum of Agreement 
with the Department of Defense which established procedures under which site investigation 
and cleanup will proceed. Investigation and cleanup at these sites must meet the requirements 
of the Begin strikeout USEPA “Superfund” hazardous waste End strikeout CERCLA cleanup 
program. Begin strikeout This involves End strikeout Begin proposed text These procedures 
involve End proposed text completion of a formal Preliminary Assessment, Site Investigation, 
and Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study, leading to a Record of Decision on an 
acceptable Remedial Action Plan. (For further details, see Section 4.12, “Military Installations.”)
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Proposed Changes to Chapter 6, Plans and Policies

· The following text will be inserted and deleted in Chapter 6, Plans and Policies, in the 
introduction before the subsection “State Board Plans”:

Chapter 6 PLANS AND POLICIES
The State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) has adopted a number of statewide 
or area specific water quality plans which complement the Regional Boards' Basin Plans and 
which may supersede previously adopted provisions of Basin Plans to the extent that any 
inconsistencies occur; the most stringent plan provisions take precedence. Both the State 
Board and Regional Boards may adopt policies, separate from the Basin Plans, which provide 
detailed direction on the implementation of certain plan provisions. A Regional Board plan, 
policy, or guideline adopted to implement, interpret or make specific the Basin Plan prior to 
October 14, 1994, is superseded by this revised plan unless it is expressly mentioned in this 
plan. The following is a summary of Begin strikeout all End strikeout Begin proposed text some 
End proposed text important plans and policies affecting the Lahontan Region Basin Plan. 
Citation of these documents is not meant to imply incorporation-by reference. Copies of Begin 
proposed text some, but not all End proposed text Regional and State Board policies are 
included in Appendix B of this plan.

· The following text will be inserted in Chapter 6, Plans and Policies, into the first paragraph in the 
section titled ‘State Board Plans’:  

 State Board Plans
Several of the State Board's plans concern types of water bodies not found in the Lahontan 
Region, and thus do not affect Regional Board activities. These include: the Water Quality 
Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin (December 2006, Res. 2006-
0098, the Water Quality Control Plan for Ocean Waters of California (amended September 2009, 
Res. 2009-0072) and the Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries (Part 1 
Sediment Quality, Res. 2008-0070 Begin proposed text amended April 6, 2011, Resolution No. 
2011-0017, and amended June 5, 2018, Resolution No. 2018-0028.) Current information and 
full text versions of State Board Plans can be found on the State Water Board’s Plans and 
Policies webpage located at the following web address: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/plans_policies/ End proposed text The following are summaries 
of Begin proposed text some, but not all End proposed text plans which are applicable to the 
Lahontan Region:

· The following text will be inserted in Chapter 6, Plans and Policies, into the first paragraph in the 
section titled ‘State Board Policies’:  

 State Board Policies
Again, certain State Board policies are not applicable to the water bodies of the Lahontan Region. 
These include: the Water Quality Control Policy for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California 
(Res. 74-43), and the Pollutant Policy Document for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/plans_policies/
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Joaquin Delta Estuary (Res. 90-67). Being proposed text Current information and full text 
versions of State Board Policies can be found on the State Water Board’s Plans and Policies 
webpage located at the following web address: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/plans_policies/ 
End proposed text The following are summaries of Begin proposed text some, but not all End 
proposed text important policies that are applicable to the Lahontan Region:

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/plans_policies/
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