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MEMORANDUM

TO: Water Board Members

FROM: Ij égg:T OUYO W\/e’t)ﬂ/

EXECUTIVE OFFIC
LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

DATE: August 1, 2012

SUBJECT: EXEMPTION TO DISCHARGE PROHIBITION CONTAINED IN THE
WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LAHONTAN REGION -
SCIENTIFIC MEASURING DEVICES PROJECT #2, PLACER COUNTY

In ten days, | intend to sign the enclosed letter granting an exemption to the discharge
prohibition specified in the Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region for
Placer County’s Scientific Measuring Devices Project #2 (Project) in Placer County. The
exemption would allow Placer County to install two new near-continuous water quality
monitoring probes in West Martis Creek and the mainstem of Martis Creek. This Project
is part of Phase 1 of the Truckee River Water Quality Monitoring Plan for the Town of
Truckee and Placer County.

The Project site is located in the Martis Valley, southeast of the Town of Truckee, and
meets requirements for an exemption to the discharge prohibition. A public notice
soliciting comments on the proposed Project will be posted on the Water Board’s
website for 10 days.

If you have any questions or comments regarding this matter, please contact Dale
Payne at (530) 542-5464.

Enclosure: Draft 100-year Floodplain Exemption

DYP/adw/T: Placer County Scientific Project #2 Pub Notice
File: SDID#6A311207003/Placer County Scientific Measuring Devices Project#2

Don JArDINE, chair | PATTY Z, KOUYOUMDJIAN, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd., So. Lake Tahoe, CA 86150 | www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan
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Ken Grehm, Director

Placer County Department of Public Works
3091 County Center Drive

Auburn, CA 95603

EXEMPTION FROM THE 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN DISCH. 1..,‘ PROHIBITION AND
COMPLIANCE WITH CLEAN WATER ACT SECTIO ‘

CERTIFICATION FOR NATIONWIDE PERMIT NO. 5,

ing fe e, '- nd information to comply with
“Water Quallty Certification (WQC)

"W Permit No. 5. Placer County

authorized under U.S. Army Corps o |
jec #2 (Pro;ect) is located on

Department of Public Works’ Scientific

information to supportd@@rantin om a was e discharge prohibition in the
Water Board’'s Water Quali ) he Lahontan Region (Basin Plan). This
100-year floodplai hibiti empti < ssigns this Project the following

Va ischar ification (WDID) No. 6A311207003. Please

ance with Water Code section 13320 and California
, sections 2050 and following. The State Water Board must
p.m., 30 days after the date of this Order, except that if the
of this Order falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state
eceived by the State Water Board by 5:00 p.m. on the

f the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions may
be found on the Intel
http://www.waterboar
upon request.

ds.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality or will be provided

Don JARDINE, cHalr | PATTY Z. KOUYOUMDJIAN, EXECUTIVE OFFIGER

2501 Lake Tahoe Bivd., So. Lake Tahoe, CA 86150 | www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan
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Ken Grehm, Director -2-
Placer County Department of Public Works

GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project entails installing two new near-continuous water quality monitoring probes
in West Martis Creek and the main stem of Martis Creek just south of Highway 267. The
two near-continuous probes are located at coordinates 120°7’14.90” W and
39°17'55.67" N [West Martis Creek], and 120°7'50.42" W and 39°18'1.54” N [mainstem
of Martis Creek]. Each installation will consist of a probe installed in the channel,
secured to the channel bed by rocks. A data logger and associated tripod will be
anchored to the stream banks with soil stakes. The discharge of fill for the gauging
station involves less than one linear feet of stream. Discrete community-level sampling
will occur at specific locations targeting primary outfalls from déveloped areas. These
sites will be located within the Martis Creek watershed, and'water will be sampled from
the stormwater drainage systems associated with the d il areas in the watershed
including, but not limited to, Northstar, Martis Camp, L& Golf Club and/or Timilick.
The probes and associated data logger will be in . ight@nd where they do
not interfere with the function of the drainage s ' f‘ pear-continuous
probes is part of Phase 1 of the Truckee Rive g Plan as
developed by the Town of Truckee and Place 1 the
Board.

WATER QUALITY CONTROL PL RGE PROHIBITION

: als including soil, sil, clay, sand,
to lands within the 100-year

activities, of
and other
floodplain of
prohibited."

The Water Board may grant an exception to the
N conditions.

included in one or more of the five categories listed in
@hontan Basin Plan that read as follows: “(1) projects solely
intended to reduce or mitigate existing sources of erosion or water pollution, or to
restore the functional value to previously disturbed floodplain areas; (2) bridge
abutment, approaches, or other essential transportation facilities identified in an
approved county general plan; (3) projects necessary to protect public health or
safety or to provide essential public services; (4) projects necessary for public
recreation; and (5) projects that will provide outdoor public recreation within portions
of the 100-year floodplain that have been substantially altered by grading and/or
filling activities which occurred prior to June 26, 1975.”



Ken Grehm, Director -3-
Placer County Department of Public Works

The Project purpose satisfies the third criteria above, “projects necessary to protect
public health or safety or to provide essential public services.” The Project is for
monitoring of mitigation measure implementation as part of Placer County’s Martis
Valley Community Plan, and will provide an essential public service by providing
measurements to verify and ensure water quality is not degraded by development in
the Martis Creek watershed..

2. There is no reasonable alternative to locating the project or portions of the project
within the 100-year floodplain.

owing waters of the
e alternative to avoiding
lartis Creek.

The stream gauging equipment must be located within the
creek within the 100-year floodplain. There is no reas
placing the equipment in the 100-year floodplain of

The purpose of the equipment is to moni i tréam channels
located within the floodplain. The Projec iust be

The project incorporates measu i i ure that any erosion and surface
water runoff problems caused b tigated to levels of insignificance.

computer to do villbe done by hand and during periods of
i ' will be moved back into their original
ion. The Project proposal incorporates
possible erosion or surface water runoff problems.

cumulatively with other projects, directly or
r impair beneficial uses of water.

The project will not reduce the flood flow attenuation capacity, the surface flow
treatment capacity, or the ground water flow treatment capacity from existing
conditions. All 100-year floodplain areas and volumes lost as a result of the project
must be completely mitigated by restoration of previously-disturbed floodplain within
or as close as practical to the project site. The restored, new, or enlarged floodplain
shall be sufficient area and volume to more than compensate for the flood flow
attenuation capacity, surface flow treatment capacity, and ground water flow
treatment capacity which are lost as a result of the project.



Ken Grehm, Director -4-
Placer County Department of Public Works

The equipment installed will not block or reduce the flood flow, therefore attenuation
capacity will be unaffected. The surface flow treatment capacity or the ground water
flow treatment capacity will not be modified from the existing conditions. Mitigation is
not required.

DELEGATION AUTHORITY FOR GRANTING AN EXEMPTION

The Water Board has delegated authority to the Lahontan Water Board Executive
Officer to grant exemptions to the 100-year floodplain discharge prohibition in the
Truckee River Hydrologic Unit for specific discharges where thedproposed Project meets
the conditions required for a waiver of waste discharge requiggments or for approval
under general waste discharge requirements or a generaldational Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permit (NPDES). The Project will b julated under the terms and
conditions of the State Water Board’s Section 401 ‘ atewide General
Waste Discharge Requirements, Board Order No . Which requires

GRANTED

As demonstrated above, the Project meets the conditions and criteria for an exemption
to the 100-year floodplain waste discharge prohibition. The applicant has incorporated
appropriate measures into the Project to ensure that any erosion and surface runoff
problems caused by the Project are minimized to levels of insignificance. A draft notice
of exemption was posted on the Water Board website and distributed through an
interested persons mailing list allowing at least ten (10) days to submit comments. The
Project is hereby granted an exemption to the above-cited waste discharge prohibition.



Ken Grehm, Director -5-
Placer County Department of Public Works

If you have any questions regarding permit requirements, please contact Dale Payne at
(530) 542-5464. Please use the above-referenced WDID and Board Order number in
any future communications regarding this project and permit.

PATTY Z. KOUYOUMDJIAN
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

cc: Suzanne Wilkins, CDM

Dave Smith / Wetlands Regulatory Office (WTR-8),
(via email at R9-WTR8-Mailbox@epa.gov
Erin Hess / U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacra

, Region 9
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