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FILE 

NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY 

WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 97-10-DWQ, GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DISCHARGES TO LAND BY SMALL DOMESTIC WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT SYSTEMS, HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS, ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
AND DISPOSAL SYSTEM, KERN COUNTY 

French and Associates on behalf of Lexander Singh submitted a Report of Waste Discharge 
(RWD) on 10 October 2008 for coverage of a septic system for the proposed Holiday lnri 
Express under Water Quality Order No. 97-10-DWQ, General Waste Discharge Requirements 
for Discharges to Land by Small Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems (hereafter General 
Order). The RWD consists of a Form 200 and a $6,235 filing fee. The RWD contains all the 
technical information required; therefore, the RWD is complete. 

Based on the information provided in the RWD, the discharge meets the conditions of the 
General Order. All the requirements contained within the General Order described as 
applicable to "All Small Domestic Systems," and "Subsurface Disposal Systems" apply to your 
onsite wastewater treatment and disposal system (onsite system). You are hereby assigned 
coverage under General Order No. 97-10-DWQ-R5059. 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The new development and its 6nsite system are located in Kern County. Kern County is within 
the Tulare Lake Basin. 

The Water Quality Control Plan for the Tulare Lake Basin, Second Edition (hereafter Basi_n 
Plan), designates beneficial uses, establishes water quality objectives, and contains 
implementation programs and policies to achieve water quality objectives for all waters of the 
Basin. 

California Environmental Protection Agency 

{JRecyc/ed Paper 

. ::. 
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The Regional Board's policy regarding the design and operation of onsite systems are 
described in the enclosed Guidelines for Waste Disposal from Land Developments (hereafter 
Guidelines), which are incorporated in the Basin Plan, 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Holiday Inn Express is a new commercial development that will serve 77 rooms and no 
restaurants. A septic system manufactured by Orenco Systems Incorporated along with a 
leachfield system will be utilized to accommodate approximately 8,400 gallons per day of 
wastewater. The estimated area for the leachfield will be 2,100 square feet. Source water for 
the development will be provided by Lebec County Water District. 

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Kern County Planning 
Department as the lead agency filed a Notice of Determination (NOD) on 14 June 2007. Kern 
County Planning Department determined that the project would not have significant effects on 
the environment. 

This Notice of Applicability (NOA) regulates the septic system at Holiday Inn Express and its 
discharge of commercial wastewater to land. 

FACILITY -SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 

1. Discharge of wastewater at a location or in a manner different from that described in the 
RWD is prohibited. · 

2. The existing onsite system shall be operated as described in the RWD and in 
accordance with the requirements contained in' the General Order and in the enclosed 
Guidelines for Waste Disposal from Land Developments, whichever are more stringent. 

3. Prior to initiating discharge to the onsite system, the Discharger shall submit a technical 
report certifying that the onsite system was constructed in accordance with the RWD 
and is capable of complying with the General Order and this NO A. The technical report 
is subject to the requirements of Facility-Specific Requirement 5 and is subject to 
Executive Officer written approval. 

4. As a means for determining compliance with General Order Requirement B.3, the 
Discharger shall include in each annual report (due 15 January) a copy of a log· 
documenting the quantity and method of disposal of all solids (e.g., screenings and 
sludge) removed from the onsite system during the previous calendar year. · 

5. All technical reports required herein that involve evaluation, or other work requiring 
interpretation and proper application of engineering or geologic sciences, shall be 
prepared by or under the direction of persons registered to practice in California 
pursuant to California Business and Professions Code, sections 6735, 7835, and 
7835.1. To demonstrate compliance with Title 16, California Code of Regulations, 
sections 415 and 3065, all technical reports must contain a statement of the 
qualifications of the responsible registered professional(s). As required by these laws, 
completed technical reports must bear the signature(s) and seal(s) of the registered 
professional(s) in a manner such that all work can be clearly attributed to the 
professional responsible for the work. · 
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6. The Discharger shall submit the required annual fee (as specified in the annu~l billing 
issued by the State Water Resources Control Board) until the NOA is officially 
terminated. 

7. Failure to abide by the conditions of the General Order and this letter authorizing 
applicability, including its supplemental monitoring and reporting requirements, could 
result in enforcement actions as authorized by provisions of the California Water Code. 

If you have any questions regarding this NOA or associated fees, please contact · 
Denise Soria at (559) 444-2488 or by email. at dsoria@waterboards.ca.gov. 

·.~~ h Par'nela C. Creedon · 
· ·. Executive Officer 

Enclosures: Water Quality Order No. 97-10-DWQ 
Guideline for Waste Disposal from Land Developments 

cc: Kern County Planning Department, Bakersfield 
Jeffery French, French and Associates, Bakersfield 
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· . STATE WATER RESOURCI:S CONTROL SOARD 

WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 97-1D~DWQ 

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR DISCHARGES TO ·LAND BY . 

SMALL DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

f.inoinQs: 

1. · Secti~n 132E)O(a) of the California.Water'Code (CVyC) re.qt.i.ires that any 
person discharging waste orproposing ·to discharge waste within any . 
region, other than to a community sewer system; that could affect the · 
quality of the· waters of the State, file a rep9rt of waste.disch'arge (ROWD). 

2. Discharges to .land from small domestic wastew·ater treatment and 
· disposal systems have certain' common characteristics, such as similar 
con~tituents, concentrations of constituents, disposal techniques, flow 
ranges and they require the s·ame or similar treatment standards. Th~se 
types of dis~harges are more appropriately regulated under general · · 
Waste; Discharge Requirements (general WDRs). . . ' 

3. Only domestic wastewatE?r t'reatment and disposal systems with a 
maximum average daily flow of 20,000 gC?llons or'less that discharge to 
!and (small domestic systems) are eligible for coverage under these 
general WDRs. Srriall domestic systems are. typically located ~t . 
ca.mpgrounds, mobiie home parks, roadside ·reststops, 

' ' cond~tniniumstsubdivisions using community waste tr·eatm~nt systems, . ' 
rE:lstaurants,' schools, resort hotels and lodge~, small correctional facilities, . 

·and. Recreation Vehicles (RV) dump locations, incjuding RV park-&. Single· 
family residences with small domestic systems, for- purposes of these 
generCJI WDRs, are specifically excluded. · · · 

4 .. · .. ·All WDRs must impleme.nt the a·pplicable water quality contr~i plan (B~sin 
·PI~n) for the Regio·n affected by the. discharge. Therefore,' these general 

· ·woRs requiredischargersto.comply Yl(ith all applicable Basin Plan 
provisions, including any prohibitions and water qUality ·objectives, 

. governing th.e .discharge: · · · · 
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5. . This Order establishes minimum standards only for small domestic . 
systems. The discharger must comply with any m6re stringent standards 
in the applicable Basin Plari. In the event of a conflict between the 
provisions of this Order and the Basin Plan, the more stringent provision 
prevails. · 

6. The beneficial uses fo.r the ground waters of the State are: municipal 
supply (MUN), industrial service supply (IND), industrial process supply 
(PROC), fresh water replenishment (FRESH), aquaculture (AQUA), 

· Wildlife habitat (WILD), and agricultural supply (AGR). The following list 
shows the beneficial uses that apply to each region. Some beneficiai 
uses only apply to certain geographical areas. 

· -Region 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
·9 

Listed Benefr.ciaj Uses . 

MUN, AGR, IN6, PROC 
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC, FRESH 

. MUN,.AGR, IND; ·PROC · 
Mt.JN, AGR, lND, PROC, AQUA 
Ml)N, AGR, IND, PROC 
MUN, AGR, IND, FRESH, ·wiLD 
MUN, AGR, IND 
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC · 
MUN, AGR,.IND, PROC, FRESH 

To the extent that the applicable Basin Plan designates additional or. 
differ~nt benefiCial. ·use~, the ·sasin Plan shall controL 

7. Dischargers seeking 9overage under these general WDRs shall file; (1) .a 
standard application for \(VDRs (Repo.rt of-Waste Discharge), a Form 200, 
or an equiV?Ient document; and (2)r~ first· annual fee of $400 Which · · 
corresponds to a· Threat to Water Quality and·Complexity of3.b in-the fee .. 

, schedule !i~ted ili.Se~tion 2200 of Title 23, California Code of.Regulations. 
· (CCR). Upon review by Regional Water Quality.Control Board {RWQCB) 

~taff, a determ.ination will be mpde as to wheth~r or not coverage u.nder · 
these genera:I'WDR$ is appropriate. The discharger shall be notified by a 
letter from the RWQCB's Executiye Offis;er when coverage ynder these 
general WDRs has beg·un. .. · · 

8. Each HWQCB has lt~: own ·w·aiver policies and conditions·. Any disch!=lrger 
currently under a waiver from the RWQCB does not need to ~pply for 
covera~e under these general WDRs. · · 

9. Although a discharge may be eligible for ~overage under this general · 
WDR, the appropriate RWQCB may determi·ne that the di~cbarge would . 

.. 
_, 
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. . 
be better regulated und\3r a·n·indiv\dual WDR, under another general 
WDR, or under a National Pollutant [)ischarge Elimination System 

· (NPDES) permit for discharges to surface waters. If a discharge is . 
regulated under an individual or general WDR, or a waiver, or under an 
NPOES pe~mit issued by an RWQCB, th~ applicability of this general 
WDR to the discharg-e is immediately terminated on the effective date of 
the R.WQCB's WDR or NPDES permit. . 

10. · . This .Order does not preempt or supersede the authority. of municipalities, 
· flood control agencies, or other local. agencies to prohibit, restrict,· or 

control ~is_charges of waste ~ubject t~ their jurisdiction. 

11. :.These WDRs are exe.mpt. from Chapter 1·5 requirements p_ursuant to CCR, 
· ·Title 23,_Ch?Jpter 15, Section 2511_(a). . · 

·12. This general WDR is. intended to cover poth new and existing small 
dor,nestic systems. Th~ at;! option of Wo"Rs for existing small dom~st"ic 
systems is exempt from the Caiifornia Environmental a·uality Act (CEQA) 
under CCR, Title 14, Section 15261 or S.edion 15301. as ongoing or 
existing projects. · · 

. . 
1.3. The State Water Resources Control Boar¢ (SWRCB). has. adopted a . 

Mitigated Ne·gative De'c!aration incompliance with CEQA for new small 
domestic systems .. The potential significant environmental impacts from . 
dis·charges from new small"domestic systems can be·mitigC)ted to a jev.el. 
of insignificance by compliance wtth this Order. · · · 

14. P~rsuant to Sediori 13263 of the CWC, the SWRCB, in .establi.shing the 
requirements contained herein, consider-ed factors including but not 
limited to the ·following: 

a: ·F>ast, p:resent, and probable tutu·re beneficial use$ of water... .. 
b. Environmental characteristics of the hydrographic unit under 

. consideration, including the quality of water available thereto. 
c. · Water quality conditions that could reasonably be ac~ieved through 

· the coordinated control of all factci~s ·which a"ffed w·ater quality in 
the area. 

·d. Economic cpnsiderations. 
e: The need for dev~loping housing withln the Region(s). 

·f. The need to develop and use recycle<;! water. . .. .. 

1·5. The SWRCB has nptifiec;l potential dischargers and all other known 
interested parties of the· inten! to prescribe WbRs .as described in this 
Order. · · 

I 
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16. The SWRGB, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments 
pertaining to the proposed discharge. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the. discharger,· in order to. meet ttie provisions 
·coritaineo in Division 7 of the CWC and regulations adopted thereunder, shall comply 

. with the ·.following: 

A. Prohibitions: 

1. The .direct or indirect discharge of any wastewater to surface waters or 
surface wa~er drainage cour~es iJS prohibited. : .. 

. . . 
2. T·he treatment and disposal of wastes',at the facility shall not cause . 

pollution, con~amination, or nuisance as defined in ewe. Section 13050 . 

. 3. The.discharge of wastewater, other than domestic wastewater, .. into a 
. small domestic·system is prohibited. · 

4. Bypass or overflow O'f treated or untreated' waste is prohibited . 

. 5. The discharge of waste to.fand not owned or controlled by the discharge:r 
is prohibited. · · · 

6. The discharge of wastes from small domestic systems which is not . 
. authorized by this general WDR or other Order or waiver by the RWQCB 
is prohibited. · 

.· . . 
7. Discharge of waste classifie'd as "hazardous", or '1designated", as defined 

in CCR, Title 23, Chapter 15, Section 2521 (a) anq ewe Section 13173, 
respectively, to any part of the wast~water disposal system. is prohibited.· 

B. Requi'rements: · 

1. · For All Small D~mestic Systems: 

a. Odors .of sewage origin shall not be. perceiv.able .beyond the limits 
of the discharger's property boundaries. · 

b. The siting, design, construction, operation, maintenance, and 
monitoring of all small domestic systems mus~ comply with all of the 
applicable prpvisions of the HWQCB's· Basin Plan. 
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c. · The dischargershall not discharge waste ih excess of the 
maximum design and dispDsal capaci.ty of the small domestic 
system. 

d. The discharge of waste from small do.niestic systems shall comply, 
with all applicable provi.sions of the RWQCB's Basin Plan, .including 
b.ut not limited to any prohibitions and water quality objectives. 

. . . . 
For Sept!c Systems, the Following Additional r'equirements Apply: 

a. . Septic 'tank cleanings shall be 'performed only by a duly authorized 
service. · . 

b. The discharger s·hall maintain a log of all septic cleanings. At a 
minimum .Hie log shall include the date· of the cleaning, and the 
name, address·, phone number, and license· number (if applfcable). 
of the cleaner. · 

c. Dischargers who accept wastes from RVs or·other mobile waste 
systems mustensure that'such wastes (wit'h constituents induding 

·formaldehyde; zinc, and phenol) do not deleter,iously affect the · · 
septic system or impact the ground water. 

~. . For Actf~ated Sludge .sy.stemst the ·Fo.ll~wing Additiqnal 
Requi~e.ments APP·Iy: · · 

If collected screenings, slu.dges,.a·nd other solids removed fro~ liquid 
.. w?stes are disposed of at ·a l<?ndffll, such disposal shall comply with CCR, 
. ~rit!e 23, Section ~51 0, et seq.· (Chapter 1'5); · 

b. If seyvage sludge is land applied, d,isposed of at' a monofill, ·Or . 

. ihcinerc;lted, this .activity shall comply with existing Fed~rat;-State,· .. 
· and loca.llaws and ~egtJl.!3tions, including requirements.of 40 CFR · 

503, the RWQCB, and the county ordinances, and. shall p.e 
approved QY the appropriate 'RWQCB's Exectitiv\3 Officer. . . . . .. 

The discharger shall submit a sludge disposal plan and obt'ain the 
appropriate RWQCB Executive Officer's writ~en permission 'prior to 
any disposal of sludge. The Executive Officer ~hall be informed of 
any ~hanges in this plan at least 60 days in adval)ce of the 
change. . 

4. Fcir Aerated Pon·d Systems, the.Fo.llowing Additio~~r Requirer:n.~nts 
Apply: 

I 
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If collected scr~enings, sludges, and other solids removed from liquid 
.wastes are disposed of at a landfill, such disposal· shall comply with CCR, 
Title 23, Section 2510, ·et seq. (Chapter 15). · . . · . 

5. For Subsurface Pisposal Systems, the rollowing Additional 
Re~uirements Apply: 

a. The.subsurface wastewater disposal system(s) shall be maintained 
. so that.at no time Will sewage surface at any location. 

b. No' part of the disposal system(s) shall extend to a depth where 
waste may pollute ground water. 

. . 
6. · ·For Surface Disposal Systems, the Followin·g Addition~! 

Requirements Apply: · 

a.· A minimum freeboard of two (2) feet shall be maintained at al!.times 
in the .basins or ponds. 

b. Public contact .with wastewater shall be precluded through. such · , 
means as fences, signs, arid other acceptable alternatives. 

c. Basim~ or ponds shall have sufficient capacity to a.ccommodate 
.allowable wastewater flow a·nd design seasonal precipitation and 
ancillary inflow and infiltration du'ring the winter season. Design 
·seasonal precipitation shall be based on criteria, if any, set in.the 

. appropriate RWQCB's Basin Plan.·, If no criteria. is set in the · 
appropriate RWQCB's Basin Plan,· then seasonal precip.itation shall 
be based onhistorical24 hour rain fa·ll, using a 10 year return 
frequency .. 

d. · .. Disposal in ponds shall. be conducted in a manner such that there· 
shall be .ilO stranded or exposed sewage solids .. 

C. Ground Water and Surfa.ce Water Limitations: 

1. The discharge shall not: 

a. Pollute ground or surface waters.· 

b. Adversely affect beneficial uses or cause an exceed a nee of any 
applicable· Basin Plan water quality objective~ for ground or surface 

.waters. 

.. 

• J 
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2. Where treated wastewater- is· applied t_o land ·by ·sprinkler or spray 
metho_ds, the discharger shall manage. wastewater application to prevent it 
from commingling with ·storm water'rurioff, or such runoff shall be fully 

· retained. · · · 

.D. · Provisions: 

1. For All Sm.all 'oomestic Systems: 

A~ equate measures shall:b.e.taken.to assure: that-flood or surtace ·. 
·drainage waters do not erode or otherwise damage the disci:Jarge 
.faCilities. · · 

b. The discharger shall ensure that ali site operating p~rsonn~l are 
familiar with the contents of this general WDR and shall maintain' a 

· · . copy of this general WDRat.the site. · 

c.· · Prior to any modifications in the discharger's facility whicn· would 
result in a material change in the quality or quantity of wastewater 
treated or discharged, or a_ny material change in the location of 
discharge, the clischarger shall report ·all pertin.ent information in . 
writing to the appropriate RWQCB and obtain confirmation from.the 
_appropriate RWQCB that such modifications do not disqualify the 
discharger from cov.erage under these general WDRs. Either 
confirmation or new WDRs must be obtained before any · 
modific.ations are implemented. 

d. The dis'charger shall coJl!ply with ;'General Monitoring and 
Reporting Program No. ·_97-1 0-DVVQ (Attachme'nt A), and any future 

. revisi9ns, as specified by the appropriate. RWQCB's Exec;:utive .. 
Officer. · · · · . . · · · · 

e. The ap'propriate RWQGB'$ Executi~e Offic.er and the· Director of the. 
· . County Environmental Health Department or equiva.lent agency · 

shall be notified immediately of a·riy failure of the .wastewat~r 
containment ·facilities: Sucti· failure· shall be .promptly corrected in 
accordance witH the requirements of this Order. . 

·f. The disch~rger at all times s·hal!-properly operate and niaintai~ all . 
facilities .and systems of treatment and control (and re·lated 
appurtenances) which are installed on:Jsed by the discharger to 
achieve compliance with conditions· of this Order . .The discharger 
shall keep in .a state of readinesE; all systems n'ecessary to achieve 

· compliance with. the conditions of this Order. All systems,. both . · 
those·i~ service and reserve, shall be inspected and.main~ained ·on 
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a regular basis. Records shall be kept of the tests and made · 
available to the RWQCB. · 

. g. T~is Order does not convey any property rights or exclusive . 
· privileges. The requireme.nts prescribed herein .do not .authorize 
the comm_i~sion of any act causing injury to persons or property, do 
not prote.ct the discharger from liability under Federal, State, or 
local laws, and do notcreate a.vested right to continue to'Clischarge 
wastewater. 

h. This Order does not relieve the discharger from responsibility to 
·obtain other necessary local, State, artd Federal permits to 
construct facilities necessary for .compliance with this Order, nor 
does this Order prevent.imposition of additional standards, 
requirements, or conditions ~y any otherregulatory agency . 

.L The discharger shall allow the RWQCB or an a·uthorized 
representative, upon presentation· of credentials and other 
documents as may be required by law, to: 

(1) 

(2) 

(.3) 

(4) 

Enter upon. the premises where a regwlated facility or aCtivity 
is located or conducted or where records must be kept 
under the.conditions of this Order; 
Have access .to and copy at reasonable times any records 
that snail be kept under the conditions of this Order; 
Inspect, at reasonable times, any facilities, equipment, 
p~aetices, or operations regulated or required .~.mder this 
Order; and. ·. · 
Sample, photograph, video record, and/or monitor at 
reasqnable.times, for the purpos.es of assuring com.pliance 
with this Order or as otherwise authorized by the ewe, any 
·substances or-parameters at this loc,ation. 

j. All regulated disposal systems shall be readily accessible for ' 
sampling and inspection. · 

k. The SWRCB wit! review this Order·periodically and will revise 
requirements whe.n net~ssary~ · · · · 

L Paragraphs of this Order are severabl~. If any paragraph is found 
invalid, the rema.ining paragraphs shall not be affected .. 

m. · After notice and o~portun.ity for a hearing; coverage of an individual 
d·ischarge urider this Order may be terminated or modified for 
cause, including but not limited to the following: 

., 

·,. 



·-· -·-· ·~-.·-------.------- -·-
! 

-~·-·-----·-----------. 
_ . .:::.. ... ··-· __ ; ..... ····-·····----4----. -- -·--·--.---·-
.. _ 

n. 

o·. 

:p. 

r. 

.. (1). 
(2) 

(3) 

('~ 
· ......... 

.. .....-....., .. 

( . . ') - .. _g..; 

,Viol?tion of any. term o.r condition contained in this Order; 
Obtaining this Order by misrepresentation or failure to 
disclose all relevant facts; · · · 
A change in an'y condition .that requi'res. either a temporary or 
permanent reduction or elimination of the authorized 
discharge. 

. The filing of a request by ttie discharger for. an Order modification, 
· .. revocation andreissuance, or termination; or a notification of . 

planned changes or anticipated noncompli·ance does not stay any 
condition of this Order. · 

The discharger shall furnish, within a· reasonable time,· any 
information the RWQCB or the SWRCB may request to determine 

.. whether. cause exists for modifying, revoking and reiSSL!ing, or 
.· terminating the discharger1s coverage under this Order.:· The 

Dispharger shall also furnir;>h to the RWQCB or the SWRCB, upon 
·reql!est, copies of re:cords required to.be kept by this Order. · 

Unl~ss otherwise approved by the appropriate RWQCB's.Executive 
Officer, all analys.es shall be conducted at.a labor<?tciry certified for. 
such analyses by the State Department of Health Services. All 
analyses shall' be conducted in accordance with the latest edition of 
"Guidelines .Estap!ishing test Procedur.es for Analysis of ·. · 
Pollutants", promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection-
Agency (U . .S .. EPA). . . 

The discharger" shall retain records of ail monitoring information 
including ali calibration and maintenance· records, copies of all 

. reports required ·by this Order, ·and records of all data used to ·. 
·:complete the application for this Order. Records shall·b~­
maintained for a minimum of three years from the date of the 
sample, measurement, or report. This period may be ext\3nded 
durif')g the course' of any"" unresolved .litigatiofl r.egar:ding this. ' 
discharge or when requested by the appropriate RWQCB's . 
Executive Officer. · · 

The discharger shall immediately rein·ove any .wastes which are 
·discharged at the site regtdated by this Order in. violation of these 
requirements. 

All performed inaintenan~e and noncomp.iiance issues shall b.e 
reported with the monitoring reports as require<;!: · ·· 
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Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that unauthorized 
persons are effectively-excluded from contact with the wastewater 
?isposal facility(s). 

t. The discharger. shall comply with all pf the conditions of this Order. 
Any noncq,mp!ipnce with this Order constitutes a violation of the 

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and/or appropriate Basin 
. Plan and is grounds for an enforcement action . 

. u. Waste treatment fi:!cilities subject to this Or.der shall be supervised 
'and operated by persons pos?essing certificates of ~ppropriate' 
grade pursuant tci Division 4, Ch~pter 14, Title 23 CCR. 

·. v. The discharger shall comply .with ·an. of the conditions contained in 
the Sta.ndard Provisions included with.this Order as.Attachment B. 

2~ For.Septic Systems, tfie Follow.ing Additional Provisions ·Apply:. · 

a. All employees qf the regulated facility shall receive training on how 
· to minimize pollutant discharges to the septic system. This 

instruction should include the following topics: 

(1) 
·(2) 

(3) 

Proper disposal of. materials handled at the regulated facility. 
Methods to wash tools and other object$:so that no 
contaminants are introduced into the septic system. 
Methods to wash hands so that no contaminants are 
introduced into the septic system. 

b.· . Any off-site disposal of septage shall be·only to a ·legal point of 
disposal, with tlie approval. of the legal disposal site operator. ·For 

··purposes of these requirements, a legal 'disposal site is one 'for 
which requirements have. been establishe9 .I:?Y the· appropr-iate 
RWQCB and whk;h is in full compliance therewith. Any $eptage 
handling shall be in such a manner as. to prevent its reaching 
surface waters or watercourses; 

3. For Activated .Siudge·and Aerated Pond Systems, the Following 
Additional Provisions Apply:· 

a. · The Discharger shall obtain priorwritten approval from the 
appropriate RyYQCB's Executive Officer specifying location and 
method of disposal before disposing of treated or untreated sludge 
or similar solid waste materials. Such written· approval is valid until' 
a change in the manner or location of disposal occurs, or Uf!til the 
discharger is othervvise notified by the appropriate RWQGB's 

. . . . . 
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Executive Officer.· In addition, the discharger shall provide the 
results of any sludge analyses as specified by the RWQCB's 
Executive Officer. · · · 

The discharger shaH provide· safeguards to electric power failure:as 
f91lows: 

(1) 
.. 

The dis'charger, within-ninety (90) days of the effective date · 
. · of this Order, shall submit to the ap.propriate RWQCB for 
··approval a description 9fthe·existing safeguards provided to 
assur~ that; should there be reduction,·loss; ·or failure of . 

· e'lectric povyer, the discharger shall comply with the terms 
·and conditions of its Order .. Such safeguards maylnclude 
alternate p'ower sources, standby generators,· rete'ntlon 
capacity, operating .pro"cedures, or other means. A 
description of the-safeguards provide~ shall include a11 : 
analysis. of the frequency, duration, and impact of power 

·. failures experienced over the past five years or from time of 
start.:.up, .whichever is shorter, on effluent quality and' on t~e 
capability of the· discharger to comply with .the terms and· 
conditions of the Order. The appropriate RWQCB sha!.l 
determine whether the safeguards are adequate. 

0 0 • 

· (2) .· Should 'the RWQCB riot approve the existil"]g safeguards, 
the discharger, w'ithin ninety (90) days of having been : 
advised by the appropriate RWQCB that the exi:sting 
saf$guards are ·inadequate, shall provide to 'the RWQCB a 
schedule of compliance for providing safeguards ·such that in 
the event ·of red.uction, loss, or failure of electric power, ·the 
permittee will ~qmply with the terms and conditions of this· 
Order .. :The schedule of compliance,· upon approval of the 
appropriate RWQCB's Executive Officer, ·shall-becomE? .a 
condition of this Order as it' applies tO' the specific : · 
~ischarger. 

. . 

(3) · 'If the discha.rger already· has an approved plan(s), the plan 
shall be revis.ed and. upd<;~ted as specified i(\ the plan or · 
whenever the're has .been a material change ·jn design or 
operation. A revised plan shall be submitted to·the· 
appropria~e RWQCB within nin.ety (90) days of the material 
change. · · · · · 

4. For Subsurface Disposa·l Systems, the Following Additiona:t · 
Provisions Apply: · 

1 
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New small. domestic systems shal!'reserve sufficient land area for possible _ 
future 1 00 pe:rcent replacement of the subsurface di~posal area until such 
time as the dis.charger's facility is connected to· a municipal sewerage 
ey~em; . 

· Certification 

. The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the SWRCB, cioes herepy certify' that the 
roregoi,ng is a full, true, and correct copy of an· order duly and regularly adopted at ·a 
·meeting ofthe State Water Res·ources·Control Board held on·Novemb¢r 18, 1997 . 

. AYE: 

NO: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

John C'affrey 
Je~me·s M. Stubchaer 

· Marc Del Pier.o · · · · 
Mary Jane Forster 

·· John W. Brown 

. None. 

None 

None 

Maure n Marche 
Admin is rative Assistant to the Board 

' 



---"---·· ---------- ) 

(''. .. . 

.~. 

. ·('v) 
-· ~· ...... . 

' .. 
-·· ·· .. ~) . 

A'rTAC~ENTA 

. . 
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD· 

.MONITORING AND REPO.RTING PROGRAM NO. 97-10•DWQ 
. . .· .... FOR. 

GENERALWASTE 'DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (WDRs). 
·FOR SMALL' DOMESTIC WASTE SYSTEMS 

Septic Tank Monitoring. 

Eff!'uent Monito·ring 

. Monitoring cif septi.c tank effluent shall include the following: 

Parameter 

Flow Gals/day 

Type·.of 
Sample 

Estimate 

Flo~· E?Stimates may be obtained from water meter re.adings. 

·. Maintenance and hispectio_n . 

Samplina Freguen?Y 

Monthly 

. . . . 
Septic tanks shal·l be inspected ·and pumped as described below. An inspection is. not 
required during the year a septic tank is pumped. 

·· Parameter 

Sludge depth and scum··:· Feet 
thicknes~ in each aompa.rtm.ent 
of each septic .. tank . ·. 

Distance between bottom of Inches 
scum layer and bo:ttom of 
outlet device. 

Distance between top of Inches. 
sludge layer and .bo:ttom of 
outlet device 

Type of· . 
Measurement 

Minimum 
lnsoection Frequency 

St~ff Gauge An·nually (by April' of each 
· year) · 

Staff Gauge Annually (by April of each. 
· year)'. · 

,· 

Staff Gauge . An.nually (by April of each 
·· year) 

. . 

Septic;: tanks shal.l be·pumped when any one of the following conditions e:xist. or may· 
o'ccur before the next inspection:. : 

.. 

·. 

' ., ... 
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. . 
a. The combined thickness of sludge and scum exc~eds one-third of the tank depth 

of the first compartment; or, 
b. The scum layer is within three· inches of the outlet device; or, . · 
c. The sludge layer is within eight inches of the outlet device .. 

J:n lieu Of Septictank meC}SUring, th.e septic tank. may be pumped annually. 

Activated Sludge Systems Monitoring . 

Influent Mc.iriitoring 

Monitoring of Activated Sludge Syst~m influent shall consist of the following: 

Parameter 

Daily Flow 
20°C 8005 
Total Suspended Solid,s 

~al~/day 

Type of · 
Sample 

mg/1 · · 24-hr composite 
mg/1 . 24-hr composite 

Effluent Monitoring 

Sampling Freguency· 

Daily· 
Monthly 
Monthly 

Monitoring of Activated Sludge systems' effluent shall consist of the:fo!lowing: 

Parameter. 

20°C BODS 
Tota.! Suspended. Solids 
Nitrate as N03-N 
Total Nitrogen 
Total Coliform 

mg/1 
mg/1 
mg/1 
·mgJt. 
MPN/ 

·100 ml 

Type of · 
·Sample 

24-hr compo~ite 
24-hr composite 

· ·Grab. 
Grab . 
Grab 

Samplina Freguencx· 

WeeKii 
Weekli 
Weekly1 

Weekly1 

weekly1 

Effluent sampling sh.all be conducted concurrently with influent monitoring. The total 
average daily flow sh.a!l be calcul~te~ on a monthly basis. Time of collection of grab . 

. samp!es.shal! be recorded. 

If the discharge is intermittent rather than continuous, then on the first day of each such 
intennittent discharge, the discharger shall monitor and record data for .all of the. 
parameters listed above, after which the frequencies of analysis given in the schedules ·. 
shall apply for the duration of each such intermittent discharge. In no event shall the 
discharger be required to monitor and record data more bften than twice the 
fr~quencies listed ih the schedules. 
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Aerated P·and Systems Monitoring 
. . 

Influent M.onitoring . 

_(~-) 

·Monitoring qf A~rat~.d Pond Systems' influent sh-all·cons_ist of th.e follqYJing:. 

Parameter 

·.Daily Flow 
20°C 8005 
Total Suspended .S~!i~s 

· ·units 

Gals/day 
_mg/1 

.. ·mg/1 

· Type of 
Sample 

·-Grab 
Grab 

· .. Eft:JuenfMonitoring 

Sampling Frequency 

Daily 
Monthly. 
Monthly 

Monitoring of Aerated Pond Syste~ effluent shall.consist of the foliowing:. ·_.· 

l)pe of 
Parameter Unjts Sample S<?mpling Frequency 

20°C BODS mg/1 :Grab Weekly1 

Total Susp·ended Solids· ·mg/1. Grab Weekty1 
Nitrate as N03..,N. ·mg/1 Grab Vfeekli : ... 
Total Nitroge_n mg/1· ·Grab Weekly1 

Total Coliform MPN/100ml Grab weekly1
. 

Effluent s~mpling shall be conducted concurrently with influe~t monitoring.' The total 
average daily flow shall be calculated on a monthly basis~ Time.of collection of grab 
samples shall'b~ recorded. · 

if th~ dis~harge is inter.mitte~t.rather than continuo~s. then on the ·first.day of each such 
intermittent discha.rge, the discharger shall monitor and· record data for all of the ·· · 
parameters listed above, after which the frequencies of a·nalysis given in· the schedules 
shall apply for the du.ration of e_ach such intermittent discharge. In no event-shall the 
discharger tie re.qL.iired tq monitor and reco_rd data more often th~m twice the 
.fr-equencies· listed in the schedules .. 

1 For the purpose 'of this Order, a Weekly monitoring frequency will. mean that a sample · 
shall be taken once every eight days. For example, your first sample is taken on Monday, 
the next sample shall be taken on th~ following Tuesday (eight days later). Alternate : 

· schedules may be discussed with the appropriate RWQCB. 

. ' . 
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· Pond/Basin Monitoring 

Samples should be representative of the volume and nature of the discha~rge. Time of· 
collection of ~rab samples shall be· recorded. Samples shalf be colleCted. at a depth of. 
one foot from each pond/basin opposite the inlet. Samples shall be collected between 
0800 and 0900 hours. The foll_owing shall co_ns~itute UNLINED pond/basin. monitoring: 

Parameter 
pH 
Dissolved Oxygen 

·. Nitrate as N03-N 
T.otal Nitrogen · · 
Pond Freeboard 

Units 
pH Units 

mg/1 
mg/1 
mg/1 
feet 

Type of 
Sample 

Grab 
Grab 
Grab 
Grab 

Measurement 

·Sampling·Freguency ' 
Monthly 
Monthly 
:Monthly 
Monthly 
Monthly 

pH monitoring shall be conducted using field measurement devices, orb.y grab sample 
delivered to an analytical laboratory. 

The following shall constitute· LINED pond/basin monitoring: 

Parameter 
Dissolved Oxygen 
Pond Freeboard 

Units 
mg/1 

. · feet 

·Type of. 
Sample 

Grab 
Measurement 

Recreation Vehicle (RV) Waste Monitoring 

Sampling Frequency 
Monthly 
Month.ly. 

A facility that accepts waste from 'Rvs or other mobile waste systems shall monitor th.eir 
small domestic 'system effluent fbr the following a.ddition~l constituents: 

uri its 
Type of 

Parameter Sample Sampling Frequency 

. · Formaldehy~e mg/1 Grab ·Quarterly. 
Zinc. mg/1. Grab Quarterly 
Phenol mg/1 Grab Quarterly 
N as·Atnmonium nig/1 ~.rab Quarterly 

Samples. shall be "collected from locations within the waste stre·am wHere the effluent is 
representative of the treatment process. For septic tanks, this monitoring is not 

. required, unless a corwenient'sampling location, as determined by RWQCB staff, is 
available.· For activated sludge systems, this will be at the effluent outlet. For 
ponds/basins·, this will b~ at the opposite erid of the pond/basin from the inlet ,at a· depth 

· of one foot from the surface ofthe pond/basin. 

. ~ 
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With the exception of non-RV waste septic tank monitorin-g (pg. 1), monitoring reports 
shEll! be ~u~mitted to the appropriate Regional Watt?r Quality Gontr9l !joard (RWQCB) 
by the 1-5th. day of the following month. Quarterly reports shall be submitted by · 

··Januar)t 15, April15, July 15,.?Jnd October 15 of each year. Annual reports shall be 
- submitted by January 15 of the following year: For non-RV waste septic tank systems, 

only a!") Annual report is due by January 15 of the following year. · 

·Jn·reporting·tiTe monitoring data, ·the discharger sha'!l a·rrarige· the data .in tabular form so· 
that the date, the constitu~nts, and the concentrations are 'readily discernible. The data 
shaH be summarized in such a manner to illustrate clearly whether the· dist;harge 
complies with WDRs. The high_est daily maximum for the month, monthly and weekly 
averages, and removal efficiencies (%) for Sioche'mical Oxygen Demand ~BOD) and· 
Totai·Swspended S'o!ids should be determined and recorded. For non-RV septic 
systems, an avt?rage daily' flow shall be calculated using 'the arithmetic mean of the 
monthly values obtained throug_hout the reporting period. 

· Records- of monitoring information shall include: 
. a:._ The date, exact place,· and time of sampling or ineasurement(s); 
b ... The individual(s) who performed the sampling or .rrieasurement(s); 
¢. Th~ date(s) analysis W!3re performed;' 
d. The indivi.dl!al,(s) who performed _the analysis; · 
e.: The analytical technique9 or. method used; an~ 
f: Tf:Je result~ of such analysis. · 

If .the discharger monitors any pollutant. at the lotatio~s designated herein more . 
frequently than is required by this Order, the .results of such monitoring shall be 
included in the calculation and ·reporting ofthe .values required in the di'scharge 
monitoring repo·rt form.· $uch in erE? a sed frequency ·shall be indicated on the discharge: 
monitoring report form. · · 

· The dlscharg~-r sh-~11· subm~~ ~n ·annual ~eport to the ·appr~priate 'Rwoc's· by Ja~uary' 1 ~­
.· ·: of. each year. The report ·shafl co.ntairi both tabular and graphical summaries of the · 

monitoriri'g data obtained during the previOus year. iri addition, thel)ischarger shall 
·discuss the··compliance record and the corre~tive actions taken or planf1ed which may. 
be neec)ed tci bring the discharge into full compliance with the general WDRs. 

Some RWQCBs are implementing electronic submittal· of m'onitoring reports .. If this is of 
interest to you, p-lease contact the appropriate RWQCB for more information. 

All reports submitted in response to these geQera:l WDRs shall comply with the 
signatory requirements of. Standard Provision 8.2. · 

The·dischargershall implement the above monitoring, program on the first-day of the 
. ·month following the effective date of coverage under these;:. gener8'1 WDRs. · . 

! 
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AITACHMENT B 

_STArE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD (SWRCB) 

STANDARD PROVISIONS AND REPORTING FOR 
WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 

A. General Provisions 

1. Duty to· Mitigate: 

The discharger shall take all reasonable steps to mhiimii:e or prevent any 
discharge in violation of this Order which has ·a re.asonable likelihood of 
adversely affecting hutnan.health or the environmen.t, including such 
accelerated or additional monitoring as requested by the appropdater 
·Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWOCB) or Executive Officer to· 
determine the_ nature c:tnd impact ofthe violation. · · · 

2. 'Duty to Comply 

The discharger must comply with all conditions of these waste discharge 
req·uirements. Violations may. resultin enforcement actions, including. . 
Regional Board orders or court orders requiring corrective action or imposing 
ciyil monetary liability, or in modification or revocation or these waste· 

· discharg·e requirements by the Regional· Board. [California Water Code · · 
(OWC) Sections 13261, 13263, 13265, 13268, 13309, 13301, 13304, an~ 
13350] .. 

3. Change in Ownership 
. . . 

The discharger must notify the Executive Officer, in writing at least 3o· days 
in advance of any propose.d transfer of this Order's r7sponsibility ar+G .. 
coverage to a .new discharger. The notice must include. a· written agreement 
between the_ existing and new discharger containing a specific date for the 
transfer of this Order's responsibility and coverage between the current 
discharger and the new discharger.· This agreement shall include an 
acknowledgment thc;3t the'existing· discharger is liable for violations ·up.to the 
transfer date and that the new discharger is liable from the transfer date on; 
[CWC 13267 arid 13?63] . . 

'· 

.. 

..... 
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4. Termination 

Where the discharger becomes aware that it failed to submit C)ny relevant 
facts· in a· Report of Waste Discharge or ·submitted incorrect information in a 
Report of Waste Discharge or' in any r·eport submitted the Regional Board, it · 
.shall prorriptly submit such. facts or. information. [CWC 13260 and 13267] 
. . . . . . 

5.. Hazardous Releases 

E:·xcept for a dis.charge which is in complia~ce with thes·e wast~ discharge 
requirements, a11Y' per$on who, .wi·thout regard to intent or negligenc.e, . 
Cc1!..JSeS or permits any hazardous SUbstance or sewage to be discharg·ed in 
or on any wat~rs of the. State, or discharged or deposited where it is; or 

. 'probably will be, discharged in o"r on any waters of the .State, shall, as soon 
as (a) that person has knowledge of the discharge, (b)" notification is 

·possible, and (c) notification can be provided without substantially impeding 
Cleanup or other emergency mea;;ures, immediately notify the Office of . 
Emergency Services ofthe discharge in accordance with "th.e spill reporting. 
provision of the State. toxic disaster col]tingency plan adopted pursuant to . 
Article 3.7. (conimericing with Section 8574.7) of Chapter 7 of Division 1 of 
Title 2 of the :Govern !}lent Coqe, arid .immediately notify the State Board or 
the appropriate Regional Board of the dlscharg.e. ·This provision does n'ot 
require reporting of any discharge of less than a reportable quantity as · · 

. provided for under .subdivisions (f) and (g) of Se·ction 13271 of the Water 
· Code unless the discharger is· in violation of a prohibition in the applicable 

Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan). [CWC 1"32?'1 (a)l · 

6. Treatment Failure . 

In an enfor~eme~t action, it shall not be a defense forthe discharger that it 
. would have ·been necess?ry to halt or to reduce the permitted activity in 

order to maintain compliance with t-his Order., Upon ·r~duction, loss', or failure · 
of the treatment fac[lity, the discharger shall, ·to the extent nece~sary to 
maintain compliance with·this Order, control production or all discharges·; or 
both, u'nti! the facility is restored or an ~lternatiye method of treatment is 
provided. This provision applies, for example, when the primary source of 
p,ovyer of the tre.atment f~ciiity fails, is reduced, dr is lost. [CW~ 13263 (f)] 

.. · 
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7; Endangerment of Health and Environment 

The discharger shall report any noncompliance that may endanger health or 
the envi.ronment Any information shall be prov.ided orally within 24 hours · 
from the time the discharger becomes aware of the circumstances.· A written 
submission shall also be provided within five days of {he time th~ discharger 
.becomes.aware .of the circumstances: The written·submission shall contain · 
(1) a description .of the noncompliance and its cause, (2) the period of. 
noncompliance, including exact dates and times.; (3) if the noncompliance 
has riot been ·corrected, the anticipated time it is expected to continue; and 
(4) the steps taken or planned to reduce, e.liminate, and prevent 
re.occurrence of the noncompliance. The appropriate RWQCS Executive . 
Officer o·r an authorized representative may waive the written report on a 
case-by~case basis if the oral report has been received with.111 24 hours. The 
following shall be included as information that must be reported within 24 
hours: 

. . . 

· .(1). Any bypass from any portion of the treatment facility. 

,Any discharge of treated or untreated wastewater resulting 
from sewer line breaks, obstruction, surcharge or any other 
circumstances. 

(3) . Any tre-atment pl'ant upset which causes the effluent limitation 
of this Order to. be exceeded. · .. 

[CWC 13.263 and 13267] 

·a. Operator Certification 

Supervisors a~d ·operators of municipal yvastewater tnsatment plants and 
priv~ltely owned facilitres regulate:d by the PUC, used in the treatment or 

· reclamation of sewage· and industrial waste shall possess a certificate of 
epproprlate· grade in accordance with Title 23, California Code of · 
Regulations Section 3680." $tate Boards may accept experience in lieu of 
qualification training: In lie \.I of a pro'perly certified. wastewater treatment 

. plant op.erator, the State s·oard may app-rove use of' a·waste treatment plant 
operator of appropriate grade certified by tht? State Department of Health 
Services where· reclamation is involved. 

I 
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Each plant shall b~ operate'd arid maintained in accordanc-e with the. 
. operatk'n and maintenance manual prepared by the-municipality through the.· 
Clean Water Gra-nt Program. [CWC Title 23, Section· 2233(d)] 

S. Monitoring· and 'Reporting ~equiremerits. 

.. • 

. . . 
1. Monitoring and Records -[Title 23, ·(California ·Code ·of Regulations (CCR)', 

Diy. 3, Chapter 14:] - : 

. . 
a·. Samples and measurements taken for·the purpose of monitoring 

shall be representative of the monitored activity. · . . . . . 

b. Records of monitoring information shall include: . 

c. 

(1). The date, exact plac;_e, and time of sampli~g or measurements; · 
.. 

(2) ·The individual(s) who performed the sampling or 
measurements; · · 

(3) The date(s)'analyses were performed; 
. . 

(4). · . The ir.~dividual(s) who performed .-the an_alysis; 

(5) .. The analytical· techniques or methods used; and. 

(6) The results ofsuch.analys~s. · . . 

Monitoring results must be conducted according to test procedures 
under 40 CFR Part 136 or, in the case of sfudge use or disposal, 

· approved under 40 CFR Part 136 unless otherwise spec.ifie_d in 
40 CFR Part 503 or unless other test procedur~s-have. been .. 

specified in this permit. 

2. Signato'cY Requirem~nts [40 CFR.122.41(k)][40 CFR-.. 1'22.2~1. 

a .. · All appli~ation r.eports .or information to be. submitted to the RWQCB 
Executive Officer s~all be signed and. c~rtified a.s fo!Jows: · . . . . ' 

(1) For a corpora.tion: by a pr-incipal executive officer or at least 
the level of viqe president; 

(2) For a partnership or sole proprietorship: by a_ gene~a_l partner 
or the proprietor, respectively; or 

. "j 

i 
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(3) For a municipality, State, Federal; or other public agency: by 
either a principal executive officer or ranking .. elected official. 
For purposes of this provision, a principal executive officer of a 

·Federal agency includes: the chief executive officer having 
responsibility for the overall operations of a principal 

. geographic unit of the agency (e.g.,. Regional Administrators of 
U .. S EPA).· . . · · · · 

b. All reports required by this Order and other information requested by 
~he RWQCB, or SWRCB shall be signed by a person described in 
paragraph (a) of this prqvi·sio!1 or by a duly authorized representative 
of that person. A per$ on is a· duly authorized representative only if: 

. (1) 

. (2) 

(3) 

The authorization is niade ih writing by a p~rson. described in 
paragraph (a) of this provision; 

The authorizatio'n specified either an individual or a position 
'havin·g responsibility for the overall operation of the regulated 
facility or activity, such .as the position of plant manager, 
operator of a well or a well field, superint~ndent, position of 
equivalent responsibility, or an individu'al or pos'ition having 

·overall responsibility for environmental matters for the 
company· (a duly'authorized representative may th.us be either· 
a named individual or any individual. o~cupying a named · 
position) and, 

. ·. 
Th~ written authorization is submitted to the RWQCB 
Executive Officer. .. 

. c. If an awthorization urider paragraph (b) of'this provision is nOlonger 
accurate because a differenf individual or. pqsition has responsibility 
for the overall operation of the facility, a new authorization· satisfying 
the. requirements .of paragraph (b) of this provision must be submitted 
to the RWQCB Executive Officer prio,r to or toge~her with any reports, 
information., or applications, to be signed by an authorized .. 
. representative. · · 

. .-··~ 
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Any person signing a docut:nent. under paragraph.(a). or (b) of this 
provision shall make the following certif!cation: 

·. "I certify under penalty of law that. this document arid all 
· attachments were.prepared under my direction or· 

supervision in accordance with a system designed to 
.. assure.~hat qualified· p~rsonr-~el properly gather· and · 

evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry . 
. 'of the person or persons who manage the· system or 

those persons directly respon.S!ible for gathering· the 
. · inforrnation, the ir]formation submitted is, .. to the best of 

my knowledg~ and.belief, true, accurate, and complete. I 
. am aware that there are significant penalties-for 

submitting false information, including the possibility of. 
fine and imprisO'!)ment fo~ knowing violations." 

.. . . . 
. [CWC 13263, 13267, .and 13268] 

. . . 
3. Monitoring ReQ.orts . 

~.. · ; Monit,oring r~~u.lts shall be reported at the intervals specified in the 

b. 

·permit. 
: 

. . ( . 
Mbnito"r'ing ·results must be reported o·n a Dis~harge Monitoring 
Report'(OMJ3) form O'r forms approved by the 'RWQCB or SWRCB for 
reporting resu.lts of monitoring··of pollutants and sludge use or. 

.disposal praCtices. · · · 
I ,, ' ' ,,• •• 

Calculations for all limitations which·requir~· averaging cif .. 
··measure.ments shaJI.'utilize an arithmetic· mean 1-m less otherwise 
specified in this pe~mit. 

· 4. Planned Changes . 
. . . 

The di$charger shall file with the appropriate· RWQCB a. report of waste 
discharge at least 120 days be.fore making any material.chang·e o~ proposed 
qhange in the character, location or volume of the discharge. 

·, 

i 

I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 
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5. Compliance Schedules 

Reports. of compliance or noncompliance with interim and final requirements 
contained in any c·ompliance schedule of this permit shall be submitted no 
later than 14 days following each schedule date.· If reporting noncompliance, 
the report shall include a description of the reason for failure to comply, a 
.description and schedule :of tasks necessar:Y to achieve compliance and an 
estimated date for· achieving full compliance. A final report shall be 
submitted within ten working days of achieving full compliance, documenting 

. tu·u compiiance: · · · · · · · · 

6. OtherNoncompliant:e 

The discharg~r shall report all instances of noncompliance not reported 
. under Provisions (8.3); (8.4), ·and (8.5) afthe· time monitoring reports are. 

submitt·ed. !he· reports shall contain the inf6rrriation listed in Provision (8.5). 

7. Other Information · 

When the discharger becomes aware that it failed to submit any relevant 
facts ·in a permit application or submitted incorrect info.rmation in a permit 
·application, or in any report to the RWQCB, the discharger shall pr~mptly. 
submit such facts or'information. · · · · · · 

8. False Reporting 

· Any person Who knowingly makes any_false statement, representation; or·· 
certification in any' record or other document submitted or required to be 
niain'tained under this Order, including monitoring reports· or reports of 

. compliance or noncompliance shall be subject to enforce111ent procedures a~ 
identified in ·the Order and/or in tbese Standard Provisions. 

9. Anticipated Noncompliance 

The discharger shall giv~·advance netic~ to the. RWQC8 of any pianned · 
changes hi the permitted facility or activity which may result i.n . . 
n.oncompl.iance with permit requirements. · . . . . . 

.. ' 
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C. :Enforcement Provisions 

1. · The provisions .in this enforcem~nt section shall· not ·act as a limitation on the 
statutory or regulatory a'uthority of the appropriate:~WQCB or SWRCB .. 

~t.. Any vi:olation· of this Order c~nstitutes violation of the California Water Code 

3. 

. 4. 

· .. 

. aod regulations. adopted th.ereunct'er.and is basis for-enforc::ement-action, . 
permit termination, permit revocation and reissuance, denial. of an . 1 

application. for permit r.ei.ssuan9e or a C9IT)bili!3tlon thereof.·. . · 

The appropriate RVyQCB may impose admini~trative Civil liability, may refer 
a discharge~ to the State Attorri.ey Genera!' to seek civil monetary· penalties, 
may seek inj.unctive relief., or take other ·appropriate enforcement action as 
provided in· the California Water Code or.federallaw for violation of SWRCB. · 
or RWQC_B _orders. · ; . . . . . 

It shall not be a defense for a ·discharger in an enforcement actio'n that it 
. would have been necessar)' to halt or reduce the permitted activity in o'rder . 
to maintain compliance ~ith the conditions of this Order. 

·. 

··· . 

'·: 
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In its -June 1971 Interim Water .Quality Control Plan the Board included Guidelines 
for Land Development Planning .. These Guidelines were substantially modified on 
15 December 1972 and retitled Guidelines for Waste Disposal From Land Develop= 
ments. The Guidelines that follow are slbstantially the same .as those adopted in 
1972 but contain changes based upon experience gained from working closely with 
local governmental· agencies in the development of individual ·waste disposal 
ordinances. 

Section 13260 of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act requires any person 
discharging ·waste or proposing to discharge waste to file a report of the dis­
charge containing such information as may be required by the Board. In the early 
1950's, the Board waived the fi 1 ing of reports for discharges from individual 

·sewage disposal systems in those counties· having satisfactory ordinances or 
regulations. . Traditionally, these individual discharges have been treatea oy 
septic tank - leaching systems. · · 

The Water Quality Control Act requires local gov.ernmental agencies to notify the 
Board of tne filing of tentative subdivision maps or applications for building 
permits involving six or more family units except where the waste is discharged to. 
a community sewer system. · · · 

The·Board believes that control of-individual waste treatment and disposal systems 
can best be accompli shed oy 1 ocal county environmental health departments if these 
departments are strictly enforcing ari orainance "that is· designed to provide 
complete protection to ground.and surface waters and to the puolic health .. 

Tl1e following principles and policies will be applied by the Board in review of 
water quality factors related to land ·developments and waste disposal from septic. 
tank-leacning sys.tems: 

o There are great differences in the geology, hydrology, geography; and meteo­
rology of the 40 counties which 1 ie partially or wholly wit.hin the Central 
Valley. The criteria contained herein are considered to be applicable to the 
Central Valley and pertain to: (a) all tentative maps filed after 15 Uecember 
1972, (b) all divisions of land made after 15 December 1972, and (c) all 
final maps for W1 ich tentative maps were filed prior to 15 Oecenber 1971. 
Local agencies and the Board may adopt and enforce more stringent regulations 
\'thich recognize particular local conditions that may be· limiting to waste-
water treatment and disposal. · 

o The Board does not intend ta preempt local authority and will support 1 o·cal 
authority to the fullest extent possible. Where local authority demonstrates 
the inability or unwillingness to adopt an ordinance compatible with these 
guide 1 i nes, the Board intends to withdraw its waiver concerning waste dis­
posal from individual systems and will re.quire each and every party proposing 
to discharge waste within that county to. submit a report of waste discharge 
as required by Section 13260 of tne Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act. 
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Guidelines for Waste Disposal from Land Developments -2-

o Evaluation of the cpability of .individual waste treatment systems to achieve 
continuo~s safe disposal of wastes requires detailed local knowledge of the 
area involved. The.· experience and recommendations of loCal agencies wi 11, 
therefore, be an important input to the infonnati on upon· which the Board wi 11 
base its decision. · 

o There are many areas within the Central Valley that are not conducive to 
individual waste treatment and disposal systems. In these areas, connection 
to ·an adequate community sewerage system is the most satisfactory method of 
disposing of sewage. The Board believes that individual disposal systems 
should not be used where community systems are available and that every 
effort should be made. to secure public sewer extensions, particularly in 
urban areas. Where connection to a public sewer is not feasible and a number 
of residences are to be. served, due consideration. should be given to con­
struction of a community sewage treatment and disposal system. 

o The installation of individual disposal systems, especially in large numbers, 
creates discrete discnarges which must be, considered on an ·individual basis. 
The life of such disposal systems may be quite limited. Failures, once th~y 
begin in an area, generally wi 11 occur on an areawide basis .. Further, 

· regulat maintenance is-important to successful _operation of individual 
disposal systems. To assure continued protection of water quality, to· 
prevent water poll uti on and to avoid the creation of public health hazards 
anq nuiSance conditions, a public entitY*· shall be formed with powers an.d 
responsioilities defined herein for all subdivisions having 100 lots or more. 
,Subdi\'i_sions wit)J.l_e~s_th9-n_l00 _lots_ which thre_atento·cause water qualjty .or 
public.health problems will.also.be required to form a puo·lic entity.· 

. . 

Criteria for Septic.Jank- Leaching Systems 

The following criteria will be applied to assure .continued preservation and 
enhancement of state waters for all present and anticipated beneficial uses, 
prevention of water pollution·, health hazards, and nuisanc·e conditions. These 

* Public Entity- A local agency, as defined in the State of California Government 
Code Section 53090 et seq., which is empowered to plan, design, finance, -con­
struct, operate, maintain,_ and to abandon, if necessary, any sewerage system or 
the expansion of any se\'.erage system and sewag·e treatment facilities serving a 
land development. In addition, the entity shall be empowered to provide. permits 
and to have supervision over the location, design, construction, operation, 
maintenance, and abandonment of individual sewage disposal systems .within a land 
development, and shall be empowered to design, finance, construct, opeate; and 
maintain any facilities necessary for the disposal of wastes pLimped from indiv- · 
idual sewage disposal systems and to conduct any monitoring or surveillance 
programs required for water- qua.l ity control purposes. ·(Unless there is an 
existing puolic entity performing these tasks.) 
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criteria prescribe conditions for waste disposal from septic tank-leaching systems 
for single family res identia 1 units or the equiv~ lent and do not preclude· the 
establishment of more stringent criteria by local agencies or the Board. The Board 
may prohibit the discharge from septic tank-leaching systems which do not conform · 
to these criteria •. Systems which cannot meet the following criteria may be allowed 
in selected areas if they are individually designed. The criteria- ·may not be 
applicable in all cases to commercial or industrial developments. 

The septic tank, absorption s·ystems, and disposal area requirements for other.than 
single family residential units shall be ~ased upon the current edition of the 
11 Manual of Septic Tank Practice .. or in accordance with methods approved by the 
Executive Officer. An adequate replacement area equivalent to at least the initial 
disposal area shall be required at the time of design of the initial installation 
and incompatible uses of the replacement area shall be prohibited. 

Minimum Distances 

The Board has determined the follow.ing· minimum distances (in feet) should be 
:;followe'tl in order to provide protection to water ·quality and/or public hea·lth: 

Domestic 
-··-we 11 ·-

-Septic Tank· or 50 
Sewer line. 

Leaching 100. 
Field 

.seepage Pit 150 

Drainage 
Course.of Cut or 

Public Flowing Ephemeral Fill· 
Well- .. - -Stream(l) Stream(2) · Bank(3) 

100 .50 25 10 

100 100 so- 4h 

150 150 50 .4h 

·' 

... :: .. :~ " 

Property Lake:'.;:or · 
Line( 4) Res~ry~;iit"'(5) 

25 50 

50 200 

75 200 

(1) As measured from the line which defines the limit of a 10-year frequency flood. 

(2) As measured from the edge of the drainage course or stream. 

· {3) Distance in feet equals four times the vertical height of the cut or fill bank. Distance is 
measured from the· top edge of the bank .. 

( 4) This distance shall b~ maintained when individual 'wells are ·to be installed and the 
minimum distance between waste disposal ·and· wells cannot be assured. 

(5) As ·measured from the high water line. 
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Guidelinesfor Waste Disposal from Land Developments -4-

Minimum Criteria 

• The percolation rate* in the disposal area shall not be slo~r than 60 min­
utes per inch, or not slower than 30 minutes per inch if seepage pits are 
proposed. The percolation rat~ shall not be faster than five minutes ·per 
inch unless it can be shown that a sufficient distance of soil is available· 
to assure proper fi 1 trat ion. · 

\ 

• Soil depth below the bottom of a leaching trench shall not be less than five 
·feet, nor less than 10 feet below bottom of a seepage pit. 

o Depth to anticipated highest level of ground water below the bottom of a 
leaching trench shall not be .1 ess than five feet, nor 1 ess than 10 feet bel ow 
bottom of seepage pit. Greater depths are required if soils do not provide 
adequate filtration. 

o Ground slope in the di posal area shall not be greater than 30 percent. 

o The minimum dispos.al area shall conform to the following: 

Percolation Rat.e 
(minutes/inch) 

. 41-60 

21-40 

- 11-20-

Less than 10 

Minimum Usable Disposal 
Area ( sq lft) · · 

12,000. 

10,000 

8,000 

6,000 

o Areas that are within the minimum distances whicn are necessary to provide 
protection to water quality and/or public health shall not be used for· waste 
disposal. The following areas are also considered unsuitable for the loca­
tion of di spos a.l systems or replacement area: 

-Areas within any easement which is dedicated for surface or·subsurface 
improvement. 

- Paved areas. 

- Areas not owned or controlled by property owners unless said area is 
dedicated for waste disposal purposes. 

- Areas occupied or to be occupied by structures. 

*Determined in accordance with procedures contained in current US Department 
of Health, Education, a.nd Welfare 11 1~anual of Septic Tank Practice .. or a 
method approved by the Executive Officer. 
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Guidelines for Waste Disposal from Land Developments -::~.-

Imp 1 anent at ion 

·., ' 

.;,. .. ·: 

".!.': 

o The Board will review local ordinances for the control of individual waste 
disposal systems and will request local agencies to adopt criteria which are 
compatible with or more stringent than these guidelines. 

o. In those counties which have adopted an ordinance canpatible with these 
gLJidelines, the Board will pursue the following course of action for dis-· 
charges from individual septic tank-leaching systems. 

-Land developments consisting of less than 100 lots will be processed 
entirely by the county. Tentative maps for subdivisions involving six or 
more family units shall be transmitted to the Board along with s·ufficient 
information* to clearly determine t~at 'the proposed development will meet 
the approved county ordinance. The Boara or the appropriate local 
authority may require a public entity if potential water quality or 
public health probl_~ms are anticipated. · 

- Tentative maps ·for 1 and developments coiltai ning 100. 1 ots or more shall be 
transmitted to the Board. The map shall oe accompani-ed. by a report of 
waste discharge and sufficient information to clear·ly demonstrate that. 
the proposed deve 1 opment wi 11 · meet these guide 1 i nes · or .the approved 
county ordinance. A puolic entity. is required prior to. any discna:rge of 
_was_t~ • _ . _ _ _ .. . . . ... . - · - - ·· . -~ - - :. -- ·-

o The Board will prohibit the discharge of wastes froin land developments.whicn 
threaten to cause water pollution, quality degradation, or the creation of 
health hazards or nui'sance conditions~ These guideline~ y.~ill be used to 
evaluate potential water quality or health problems. In certain locations 
and under special circumstances the Board's Executive Officer' may waive 
individual criteria or he may waive the formation.of a public entity. Land 
developers are to oe aware ttiat a waiver by the Executive· Officer is not 
binding on any location entity. 

Exanples of these special circumstances would be: 

- Short time, interim use of individual septic tank-leaching systems may b.e 
acceptable in areas Which do not meet ttiese guidelines if sufficient, 
dependable funding of canmunity collection, treatment, arid disposal is 
demonstrated and a plan and time schedule for implementation is being 
fo 11 owed. 

* The Board's staff has developed a docunent entitled "Information Needs for 
Waste Di spas al fran Land Deve 1 opments". This document discusses the neces­
sary reports, maps, etc., that must be submitted in order to evalute pr-oposed 
land developments. 
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-A failure· to meet the minimum criteria could be negated by other favor­
able conditions. for example, the installation of individual septic 
tanK-leaching systems may be allowed in areas which cannot meet . the 
minimllri. criteria in the~e guidelines if the disposal. area is increased 
sufficiently to allow for special design systems* that have been shown to 
be effective in similar areas. 

• Severe impact on water quality. has resulted froni improper storm drainage and 
erosion control. Land developers must provide plans for the control of such 
runoff from initial construction up to complete build-out of the development. 

• The disposal of solid waste can have an impact on water quality and public 
health. Land developers must submit a plan Which confonns to the regi anal or 
county master plan and contains adequate provisions· for solid waste disposal 
for complete build-out of the· devel_opment. · 

o The disposal of septic tank sludge is an important part of any areawide 
master pJan for waste disposal. Land developers must submit a plan Which 
con- forms to the r~gional or county master plan and contains ·adequate 
provisions for septfc tank sludge ·.disposal for complete build-out of the 
development. 

0 The responsibil'ity for the timely SUbmittal of information. necessary for the 
. Board or the appr·opri ate local au~ho_rity to d_et~rmi ne compl i_ance with. these 
. guiae-liiies res-ts wifh- persons" submitting .proposals for development or dis­
charge. For those developments which are to be submitted to the Board, the 
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act provides that no person shall 
initiate any new discharges of-wastes prior to' filing a report of waste 
discharge and prior· to (1) issuance of waste discharge requi·rements, ( 2) the 
expiration of 120 days after submittal of· an adequate report ·of waste dis­
charge, or (3) the issuance of a waiver by the Regional Board. 

• A report of waste di~charge which does not· provide the infoYll!ation -required 
by these guidelines is an inadequate report. The 120-day time period does 
not begin- until an adequate report has been submitted. Thus,. to avoid 
extensive delay, every effort should be made.to comply with these guidelines 
at the earliest possible date during.fonnulation of proposals. 

*Special design systems will be accepted for review from registered engineers-, 
geologists, or sanitarians who are knowledge able· and experienced in the fi"el d 
of septic tank-leaching system design and installation. These systems will 
include at least a 100 percent replacement disposal area. these.systems 
shall be installed under the supervision of the designer, the public entity 
responsible, and the· local health department. 
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