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Ordinance No. 651
Page 2

WHEREAS, Chapter 19.33 of the Commerce Municipal Code, which is adopted
by this Ordinance, is intended to replace the requirements of Section 12.84 of the Los
Angeles County Code that were adopted by reference as part of Section 15.04.010 of
the Commerce Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, the proposed LID Ordinance qualifies for a Class 8 California
Exemption under the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Section 15308. Class 8 exempts actions taken by regulatory agencies as authorized by
State or local ordinance to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement or

protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for
protection of the environment.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COMMERCE DOES HEREBY ORDAIN
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.

Section 15.04.010 (Adoption by Reference) of Chapter 15.04 (Building Laws) of
the Commerce Municipal Code, which was enacted by Ordinance No. 633, is hereby
amended in its entirety to read as follows:

15.04.010 — Adoption by reference.

There are adopted b y referenc e, as t he building, el ectrical, pl umbing,
mechanical laws, residential, and green building standards code, of the City of
Commerce, the following:

Title 26, Los Angeles County Building Code (2010 Edition) adopted. Title
26 of the Los Angeles County Building Code (2010 Edition), as adopted by
Los Angeles County Ordinance No. 2010-0053, becoming effective
December 23, 2010, fully expresses the City Council's will and intention to
enforce the provisions of Title 26 of the Los Angeles County Building Code
(2010 Edition) within the City, except for Section 107 ("Fees"). The
aforementioned is hereby adopted by reference as an amendment to Title
15 of the Buildings and Construction Code of the City.

Title 27, Los Angeles County Electrical Code (2010 Edition) adopted. Title
27 of the 2010 Los Angeles County Electrical Code, as adopted by Los
Angeles County Ordinance No. 2010-0054, becoming effective December
23, 2010, fully expresses the City Council's will and intention to enforce
the provisions of Title 27 of the Los Angeles County Electrical Code (2010
Edition) within the City, except for Section 82-8 ("Fees"). The
aforementioned is hereby adopted by reference as an amendment to_Title
15 of the Buildings and Construction Code of the City.

Title 28, Los Angeles County Plumbing Code (2010 Edition) adopted. Title
28 of the Los Angeles County Plumbing Code (2010 Edition), as adopted
by Los Angeles County Ordinance No. 2010-0055, becoming effective
December 23, 2010, fully expresses the City Council's will and intention to
enforce the provisions of Title 28 of the Los Angeles County Plumbing
Code (2010 Edition) within the City, except for Section 103.10 ("Cost of
Permit"). The aforementioned is hereby adopted by reference as an
amendment to Title 15 of the Buildings and Construction Code of the City.

Title 29, Los Angeles County Mechanical Code (2010 Edition) adopted.
Title 29 of the Los Angeles County Mechanical Code (2010 Edition), as
adopted by Los Angeles County Ordinance No. 2010-0056, becoming
effective December 23, 2010, fully expresses the City Council's will and
intention to enforce the provisions of Title 29 of the Los Angeles County
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stormwater or non-stormwater discharged to the receiving water (Source: Order No. R4-
2012-0175).

(E) “Biofiltration” means a LID BMP that reduces stormwater pollutant
discharges by intercepting rainfall on vegetative canopy, and through incidental
infiltration and/or evapotranspiration, and filtration. Incidental infiltration is an important
factor in achieving the required pollutant load reduction. Therefore, the term
“biofiltration” as used in this Ordinance is defined to include only systems designed to
facilitate incidental infiltration or achieve the equivalent pollutant reduction as
biofiltration BMPs with an underdrain (subject to approval by the Regional Board's
Executive Officer). Biofiltration BMPs include bioretention systems with an underdrain
and bioswales (Modified from: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(F) “Bioretention” means a LID BMP that reduces stormwater runoff by
intercepting rainfall on vegetative canopy, and through evapotranspiration and
infiltration. The bioretention system typically includes a minimum 2-foot top layer of a
specified soil and compost mixture underlain by a gravel-filled temporary storage pit dug
into the in-situ soil. As defined in the Municipal NPDES permit, a bioretention BMP may
be designed with an overflow drain, but may not include an underdrain. When a
bioretention BMP is designed or constructed with an underdrain it is regulated by the
Municipal NPDES permit as biofiltration (Modified from: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(G) “Bioswale” means a LID BMP consisting of a shallow channel lined with
grass or other dense, low-growing vegetation. Bioswales are designed to collect
stormwater runoff and to achieve a uniform sheet flow through the dense vegetation for
a period of several minutes (Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(H) “City” means the City of Commerce.

)] “Clean Water Act (CWA)" means the Federal Water Pollution Control Act
enacted in 1972, by Public Law 92-500, and amended by the Water Quality Act of 1987.
The Clean Water Act prohibits the discharge of pollutants to Waters of the United States
unless the discharge is in accordance with an NPDES permit.

) “Commercial Malls” means any development on private land comprised of
one or more buildings forming a complex of stores which sells various merchandise,
with interconnecting walkways enabling visitors to easily walk from store to store, along
with parking area(s). A commercial mall includes, but is not limited to: mini-malls, strip

malls, other retail complexes, and enclosed shopping malls or shopping centers
(Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(K) “Construction Activity” means any construction or demolition activity,
clearing, grading, grubbing, or excavation or any other activity that result in land
disturbance. Construction does not include emergency construction activities required to
immediately protect public health and safety or routine maintenance activities required
to maintain the integrity of structures by performing minor repair and restoration work,
maintain the original line and grade, hydraulic capacity, or original purposes of the
facility. See “Routine Maintenance” definition for further explanation. Where clearing,
grading or excavating of underlying soil takes place during a repaving operation, State
General Construction Permit coverage by the State of California General Permit for
Storm Water Discharges Associated with Industrial Activities or for Stormwater
Discharges Associated with Construction Activities is required if more than one acre is
disturbed or the activities are part of a larger plan (Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175).
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sedimentation rates, causing excessive turbidity, channel aggradation and/or
degradation. (Source: GCASP)

(X) “Impervious Surface” means any man-made or modified surface that prevents or
significantly reduces the entry of water into the underlying soil, resulting in runoff from
the surface in greater quantities and/or at an increased rate, when compared to natural
conditions prior to development. Examples of places that commonly exhibit impervious
surfaces include parking lots, driveways, roadways, storage areas, and rooftops. The

imperviousness of these areas commonly results from paving, compacted gravel,
compacted earth, and oiled earth.

(Y) “Industrial Park” means land development that is set aside for industrial
development. Industrial parks are usually located close to transport facilities, especially
where more than one transport modalities coincide: highways, railroads, airports, and

navigable rivers. It includes office parks, which have offices and light industry (Source:
Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(2) “Infiltration BMP" means a LID BMP that reduces stormwater runoff by
capturing and infiltrating the runoff into in-situ soils or amended onsite soils. Examples

of infiltration BMPs include infiltration basins, dry wells, and pervious pavement (Source:
Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(AA) “LID" means Low Impact Development. LID consists of building and

landscape features designed to retain or filter stormwater runoff (Source: Order No. R4-
2012-0175).

(BB) “MS4" means Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System. The MS4 is a
conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems,

municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade channels, or storm
drains):

a. Owned or operated by a State, city, town, borough, county, parish, district,
association, or other public body (created by or pursuant to State law)
having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, stormwater,
or other wastes, including special districts under State law such as a
sewer district, flood control district or drainage district, or similar entity, or
an Indian tribe or an authorized Indian tribal organization, or a designated

and approved management agency under section 208 of the CWA that
discharges to waters of the United States:

b. Designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater:

c. Which is not a combined sewer; and

d. Which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) as
defined at 40 CFR §122.2.

(40 CFR § 122.26(b)(8)) (Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175)

(CC) “National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)” means the
national program for issuing, modifying, revoking and reissuing, terminating, monitoring
and enforcing permits, and imposing and enforcing pretreatment requirements, under

CWA §307, 402, 318, and 405. The term includes an “approved program” (Source:
Order No. R4-2012-0175).
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Ordinance No. 651
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(KK) “Project” means all Development, Redevelopment, and land disturbing
activities. The term is not limited to "Project" as defined under CEQA (Pub. Resources
Code §21065) (Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(LL) “Rainfall Harvest and Use” means a LID BMP system designed to capture
runoff, typically from a roof but can also include runoff capture from elsewhere within the
site, and to provide for temporary storage until the harvested water can be used for
irrigation or non-potable uses. The harvested water may also be used for potable water
uses if the system includes disinfection treatment and is approved for such use by the
local building department (Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(MM) “Receiving Water” means “water of the United States” into which waste
and/or pollutants are or may be discharged (Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(NN) “Redevelopment” means land-disturbing activity that results in the
creation, addition, or replacement of 5,000 square feet or more of impervious surface
area on an already developed site. Redevelopment includes, but is not limited to: the
expansion of a building footprint; addition or replacement of a structure; replacement of
impervious surface area that is not part of routine maintenance activity; and land
disturbing activity related to structural or impervious surfaces. It does not include
routine maintenance to maintain original line and grade, hydraulic capacity, or original
purpose of facility, nor does it include emergency construction activities required to
immediately protect public health and safety (Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(O0) “Regional Board” means the California Regional Water Quality Control
Board, Los Angeles Region.

(PP) “‘Restaurant” means a facility that sells prepared foods and drinks for
consumption, including stationary lunch counters and refreshment stands selling

prepared foods and drinks for immediate consumption (SIC Code 5812) (Source: Order
No. R4-2012-0175).

(QQ) “Retail Gasoline Outlet” means any facility engaged in selling gasoline and
lubricating oils (Source: Order No. R4-2012-0175).

(RR) “Routine Maintenance” - Routine maintenance projects include, but are
not limited to projects conducted to:

a. Maintain the original line and grade, hydraulic capacity, or original purpose
of the facility.

b. Perform as needed restoration work to preserve the original design grade,
integrity and hydraulic capacity of flood contro! facilities.

C. Includes road shoulder work, regarding dirt or gravel roadways and
shoulders and performing ditch cleanouts.

d. Update existing lines* and facilities to comply with applicable codes,

standards, and regulations regardless if such projects result in increased
capacity.

e. Repair leaks
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Ordinance No. 651
Page 10

(XX) “‘SUSMP” means the Los Angeles Countywide Standard Urban
Stormwater Mitigation Plan. The SUSMP was required as part of the previous Municipal
NPDES Pemit (Order No. 01-182, NPDES No. CAS004001) and required plans that

designate best management practices (BMPs) that must be used in specified categories
of development projects.

(YY) “Urban Runoff’ means surface water flow produced by storm and non-
storm events. Non-storm events include flow from residential, commercial, or industrial
activities involving the use of potable and non-potable water.

19.33.020. STORMWATER POLLUTION CONTROL  MEASURE FOR
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES.

(A) Objective. The provisions of this section contain requirements for
construction activities and facility operations of Development and Redevelopment
projects to comply with the current “Municipal NPDES permit,” lessen the water quality
impacts of development by using smart growth practices, and integrate LID design
principles to mimic predevelopment hydrology through infiltration, evapotranspiration

and rainfall harvest and use. LID shall be inclusive of previously adopted SUSMP
requirements.

(B) Scope. This Section contains requirements for stormwater pollution
control measures in Development and Redevelopment projects and authorizes the City
to further define and adopt stormwater pollution control measures, to develop LID
principles and requirements, including but not limited to the objectives and
specifications for integration of LID strategies, and to grant waivers or alternate
compliance as allowed by the Municipal NPDES permit and collect fees from projects
granted exceptions. Except as otherwise provided herein, the City shall administer,
implement and enforce the provisions of this Section. Guidance documents supporting

implementation of requirements in this Ordinance are hereby incorporated by reference,
including SUSMP and LID Guidelines.

(©) Applicability. The following Development and Redevelopment projects,
termed “Planning Priority Projects,” shall comply with the requirements of Title 19,
Chapter 19.33, Low Impact Development as follows:

a. All development projects equal to 1 acre or greater of disturbed area that
adds more than 10,000 square feet of impervious surface area.

b. Industrial parks 10,000 square feet or more of surface area.
c. Commercial malls 10,000 square feet or more of surface area.
d. Retail gasoline outlets with 5,000 square feet or more of surface area.

e. Restaurants (Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) of 5812) with 5,000
square feet or more of surface area.

f.  Parking lots with 5,000 square feet or more of impervious surface area, or
with 25 or more parking spaces.

g. Streets and roads construction of 10,000 square feet or more of
impervious surface area.

Automotive service facilities (Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) of

5013, 5014, 5511, 5541, 7532-7534 and 7536-7539) 5,000 square feet or
more of surface area.
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(E) Stormwater Pollution_Control Requirements. The Site for every Planning
Priority Project shall be designed to control pollutants, pollutant loads, and runoff
volume to the maximum extent feasible by minimizing impervious surface area and

controlling runoff from impervious surfaces through infiltration, evapotranspiration,
bioretention and/or rainfall harvest and use.

a. A new single-family hillside home development shall include mitigation
measures to:

Conserve natural areas;
Protect slopes and channels;
Provide storm drain system stenciling and signage;

Divert roof runoff to vegetated areas before discharge unless the
diversion would result in slope instability; and

Direct surface flow to vegetated areas before discharge, unless the
diversion would result in slope instability.

b. Street and road construction projects with construction costs greater than
$500,000 and add at least 10,000 square feet of impervious surface shall
follow the City of Commerce's Green Streets Policy and Guidelines.

c. The remainder of Planning Priority Projects shall prepare a LID Plan to
comply with the following:

Retain stormwater runoff onsite for the Stormwater Quality Design
Volume (SWQDv) defined as the runoff from:

1. The 85th percentile 24-hour runoff event as determined from

the Los Angeles County 85th percentile precipitation
isohyetal map; or

2. The volume of runoff produced from a 0.75 inch, 24-hour
rain event, whichever is greater.

Minimize hydromodification impacts to natural drainage systems as
defined in the Municipal NPDES Permit. Hydromodification

requirements are further specified in post-construction BMP
handbooks such as CASQA's.

When, as determined by the Approving Agency, 100 percent onsite
retention of the SWQDv is technically infeasible, partially or fully,
the infeasibility shall be demonstrated in the submitted LID Plan.

The technical infeasibility may result from conditions that may
include, but are not limited to:

1. The infiltration rate of saturated in-situ soils is less than 0.3
inch per hour and it is not technically feasible to amend the
in-situ soils to attain an infiltration rate necessary to achieve
reliable performance of infiltration or bioretention BMPs in
retaining the SWQDv onsite.



apnjoul |leys joaloid paseyd-niniy e Jo sug au} pue sseyd suo uey}
aJow Jano pajuaws|dwi j09foid Ajuoud Buuuelq Aue uesw lleys
Josloid paseyd-ninpy, ‘uonoss siyy Jo sesodind lo4 -sseyd o)
4ons wolj Jejemuniols ay) yeas) o} Alessoosu Jusixe ay} o) ‘eseyd
19}€| B JO UojoNASU0D JO Juswsdouswwod o} Joud Jo aseyd jsii ay)
Buunp apg ay) jo juswdojorepay Jo Jswdojaaag jo aseyd yoes
10} sjuswalinbai pue spiepuels asay) Bunuawsidwi (q) pue ‘aseyd
Isiy ay Buunp eys amus sy} Joy syuswalnbal pue spiepuels
8say) Ajspes o) Aousby Buinoiddy sy o} ajqeydaooe wa)sAs
e Buiubisep (e) :Aq seseyd sy jo [Ie Joj uoioss siyj Jo sjuawaiinbal
PUe spiepuels oyl yum Aldwoo Aew 1osloiy paseyd-iinnN v

"19)eaib s| 1anayoIym
‘dew |ejoAyosi Aunop sejebuy soq juedal Jsow ay)
Loy paullILB)ep se Aysusjul |[ejurel Jnoy-auo ‘Jeak suo ay 2

Jo “unoy Jad sayoul z'p ‘|

10 Aysuajui jjejuies e
UO paseq paz|s 8q jsnw pue AQDAS Bujulewss ay; Jeas; o} pasn aq
Kew sgng ybnoiyy-moj4 ‘Huusd S3AdN ledidiuniy ayy Jad pasinbai
SE Sjlewyouaq oyioads-juenjjod jesw o} paubisap pue pajoojes
99 jsnw sding “Buipeoj juejnjiod aonpas o} sysuo pajeas} aq ysnwi
S)iSUC paIs)yolq Jo paulejsl aq Jouued Jey} AQOMS Buiuiewas sy

400gpUEH dINgG UoRINIISUOD-ISOd S YOSYD Ul payioads
48yuny aJe suopdo soueldwod aageuss)y ‘Anqidye
aulwisiep o) Aousby Buinouddy sy joeu0D pinoys ays
Joaloud sy -ayg sloid sy o) siqe|leae aq Aew uopesyjyul
S)isyo se yons suondo souejdwod aAneussye [euonippy i

‘Huusd S3AdN |edoiunpy sy ul papiaoid
suopeoyioads ubisep ay} 0 assype jsnw sqg uoyenyolg -a)suo
pautejas Ajqejal jou si jeyy uonod AQOMS Buluiewss ay} ajesyyoiq
Aew ayg sioiq ayy ‘Annqisesur jeoiuyos) Ul s)jnsal uoljeuIleuoD
SJSeM snoplezey j -sysuo psurejes Alqeles jou S| jey) AQOMS
Buiurewss sy} jo uopiod sy} sawm gy ajenyolq Aew syg joafoid
Su) ‘sjqisesjul Ajjeoluyosy si uopusyes aysuo 8)edwoo 1o jeied

‘Juswalinbai
uofjusjal SWiNjoA ajsuo ayy yum Souel|dwioo 1oy Aynouyyip
Juedyiubis eyes1o pjnom joaford 3y} Jo ainjeu o jpue Aysusp
Sy} a1sym suoneooj Juswdojenspas Jo ilyu pue yimoub pewg g

‘SpJezey [edluyvs}0ab |enusiod yum suoeso ‘g

‘UIS0UOD P3JUSWINOOP B Si uoneziiqow jueynjod
SI9Ym suopeao} Jseylo Jo says juswdojorep playumolg

:1ayem Bunjuup
10} pasn [jam Jsjempunosb e jo 199} 001 uiyym suopeoso] ‘¢

-apeJb soeuns Jo Jog; ug)
O} Al UIUEM sI Jajempunoib ybly [euosess 8Jaym suoneoo] ‘g

‘Al

169

€} obed
"ON adueuipiO



Ordinance No. 651
Page 14

any land and water area designed and used to store, treat or
manage stormwater runoff in connection with the Development or
Redevelopment, including any tracts, lots, or parcels of real
property, whether Developed or not, associated with, functionally
connected to, or under common ownership or control with such
Development or Redevelopment.

(F) Other Agencies of the City. All City departments, offices, entities and
agencies, shall establish administrative procedures necessary to implement the
provisions of this Article on their Development and Redevelopment projects and report
their activities annually to the Community Development Department.

(G) Validity. If any provision of this Ordinance is found to be unconstitutional
or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect
remaining provisions of this Ordinance that are declared to be severable.

SECTION 3. Savings Clause. Neither the adoption of this ordinance nor the
repeal of any other ordinance of this City shall in any manner affect the prosecution for
violations of ordinances; which violations were committed prior to the effective date
hereof, nor be construed as a waiver of any license or penalty or the penal provisions
applicable to any violation thereof. The provision of this ordinance, insofar as they are
substantially the same as ordinance provisions previously adopted by the City relating

to the same subject matter, shall be construed as restatements and continuations, and
not as new enactments.

SECTION 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30)
calendar days from and after its adoption.

SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall attest to the adoption of this Ordinance and
shall cause this Ordinance to be posted in the manner required by law.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of June , 2013.

CITY OF COMMERCE

~
._o&vp@c__m@ ayor

City Clerk
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