Forum on Groundwater
Management & Policy

The Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act

November 17, 2015

David Gutierrez




California Water Action Plan

Action 6: Expand water storage
capacity and improve groundwater
management




California’s Major Groundwater Milestones
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Groundwater Basins and Subbasins
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SGMA Basin Prioritization
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Basin Prioritization Results — June 2, 2014

Basin Prioritization results — June 2, 2014

Prepared by California Department of Water Resources, June 2014




Groundwater Sustainability
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Key Principles

* Groundwater is best managed at the local or
regional level, and local agencies should have
the tools they need to sustainably manage
their resources

 When local or regional agencies cannot or will
no manage their groundwater sustainably, the
State will intervene until the local agencies
develop and implement sustainable
groundwater management plans



Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act of 2014

e Applicability

Framework . or'e

e Establish GSA
e Powers & Authorities

Loca IIS RO I e e Sustainability Plans

e Deadlines

e Develop guidance or rules
e Provide Technical and Planning

State’s RO I e Assistance

e State Evaluation and Assessment
e State Intervention




SGMA Milestones
for Success

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies
— GSA Formation by June 30, 2017
— Only local agencies can be GSAs
— 53 GSAs as of Sept. 7, 2015

Groundwater Sustainability Plans

— January 31, 2020 for critically
overdrafted basins

— January 31, 2022 for all other
high and medium priority basins
— Basins with multiple GSPs must
coordinate through agreements
Groundwater Sustainability
— 20-year implementation period h
— 50-year planning horizon

GSA Interactive Map




DWR’s Sustainable Groundwater
Management Program
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Interagency Website

Communication & Outreach Tools

DWR Website

SWRCB Website
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SGM Immediate Actions

Develop Emergency Regulations -

Basin Boundary Revisions Identify Basins Subject to

Critical Conditions of Overdraft

Draft Regulations Posted (July 17, 2015) Draft list posted (Aug 19, 2015)

Regulations Completed (Nov 16, 2015) Public Comments Closed (Sept 25,

Final Regulations Due - January 2016 2015)

Develop Emergency Regulations -
(GSPs) Update Basin Prioritization

Working with advisory groups /public meetings Used existing - January 2015

Re-prioritization following basin

Draft Regulations Tentative (Dec ‘15/Jan “16) e
boundary revisions in 2017

Final Regulations Due - June 2016

Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Formation

Provide Facilitation
Services

Senate Bill 13 — Requires Complete Notifications and No
Overlapping GSAs



Advisory Groups

e California Water Commission
e State Water Board

Practitioners Advisory Panel
Non-Governmental Organization
ACWA

Counties (RCRC & CSAC)

Ag Communities

e e Norther California Water Association
Regional e San Luis&'DeIt.a-Mer?dota Wat(?r Authority
e San Joaquin Tributaries Authority
Groups e Central Coast Area
& e Tulare Lake HR Group

7

Tribal Advisory Group ]
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The “Backstop” State Board Intervention

After Intervention Trigger

June 30, 2017  Areas without a GSA begin reporting well locations
and extraction data to SWRCB; can begin
probationary basin designation 180 days later.

Jan. 31, 2020 Can begin probationary basin designation in critically
overdrafted basins with no GSP or where DWR finds
the GSP is inadequate

Jan. 31, 2022 Can begin probationary basin designation in other
high/medium priority basins without a GSP or where
DWR finds the GSP is inadequate

Jan. 31, 2025 Probationary basin designations where DWR finds
GSP is inadequate and significant depletions of
interconnected surface waters

In all triggering events, intervention is the result of failure
by locals to create a GSA or adopt and implement a GSP



State Board Can Act as a Basin
Manager

Designate probationary basins

Interim plans manage basins until local efforts come up to speed




State Intervention is Not The Final
Step

State intervention iIs temporary, and basin water users would
still be required to develop their own plan for their basin.

State intervention would focus on “demand management” with
limited options for solving overdraft problems.

After reimbursing the state, basin water users would still be
required to fund their own solution for managing the basin.

A basin adjudication after January 1, 2015 would still be
required to comply with all the requirements of SGMA.



Develop Emergency Regulations -
Basin Boundary Revisions

Draft Regulations Posted (July 17, 2015)

Final Regulations Complete (Nov, 2015)

(1) Local Info |  (2) Local Support (3) Technical Information

Final Regulations Due - January 2016

~ poundartes.
opportunities

shown in

AT e

GROUNDWATER

determines
requested
Boundary modification is

modification acceptable,
desired by local Boundary
agency?

Local agencies may submit
multiple modification types
in a single request.

Review process may
determine modification Approved
is not acceptabhle. Boundaries
Published in
nlifornia’s Groundwats

... . Bulletin 118
GSA/GSP formed in existing basin(s) 2017 Update

If any required components are missing, request may not be
approved and original boundaries will be used.



Boundary Modification Opportunities

* Initial Boundary Modification Request “Window” of 3
months.

* Future Request “Windo
or more frequent if

inked to B-118 updates
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i Approval of Lot
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2015 2016
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Deadlines




Groundwater Basin Boundary Resources

1. DWR Basin Boundary Modification Website

(Informational)

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm

SGM sustainable Groundwater Managem

Basin Boundary Modifications

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act SGMA) established a process for local agencies to request that the
Department of Water Resources (DWR) revise the boundaries of existing groundwater basins or subbasins, including
the establishment of a new subbasin. California’s existing groundwater basin and subbasin boundaries are defined in
DWR's Bulletin 118-Update 2003 and are also available for viewing on the Groundwater Basin Boundary
Assessment Tool

The Basin Boundary Emergency Regulation was developed through an extensive stakeholder outreach process
and was adopted on October 21, 2015. The provisions of the emergency regulation go into effect on November 16,
2015

How to Submit Basin Boundary Modification Requests

WR has developed a Basin Boundary Modification Request System for use by local agencies to submit initial
notific ation and basin boundary modific ation requests. The system also provides public access to view basin
boundary modific ation information

Important Note - One of the first steps in the basin boundary modific ation process is initial notific ation of a potential
basin boundary modification. This process is described in Section 343.9 of the regulation and on the Basin Boundary
Modification Request System.

When to Submit Basin Boundary Modification Requests

The following is the anticipated schedule and next steps for basin boundary modifications

November 16

Basin Boundary Modification Reporting System Available For Submission of Initial Narbey 18
Notification (Pursuant to Section 343.9) of Potential Basin Boundary Modifications ;

| Basin Boundary Modification Instructional Webinar (Details Available Soon)
Basin Boundary Modification Request Submission Period Opens

Last Date to Submit Basin Boundary Modification Requests Within the Initial Submission
Period

GROUNDWATER HOME

SUSTAINABLE
GROUNDWATER
MANAGEMENT
Basin Boundary Modifications
Boundary Assessment Tool
Modification Request System
Groundwater Sustainability
Agencies
Notices of Intent Table
GSA Formation Table
GSA Interactive Map
Groundwater Sustainability Plan
Regulations
Best Management Practices
Critically Overdrafted Basins
Public Comments
Initial Basin Prioritization
Communication and Outreach
Advisory Groups
Statewide SGMA Calendar
Region Office Contacts
Subscribe for Email Updates
Resources
SGM Archive

2. DWR Basin Boundary Assessment Tool

(Informational)
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/

Groundwater Basin
Boundary Assessment
Tool

DWR Boundary
Assessment

Boundary References

County Boundarles

Reglon Office Service Areas
Hydrologic Regions

Prop 1 Funding Areas

Regional Water Quality Control Board
Boundaries

Instaltations, Ranges, and

CDFW Lands
Regional Fiood Planning Boundaries

Groundwater Management Plans
IRWM Reg
Disadvantaged Community Block
3ged Community Tracts
ommunity Places
Water Agencles

Bulletin 118 Groundwater Basins

Watersheds



https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm

Groundwater Basin Boundary Resources

3. DWR Basin Boundary http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/

o o Q Department of Water Resources
M Od Iflcatlon SVStem GOV Basin Boundary Modification Manage

(Operational)

Welcome to the Basin Boundary Modification Request System. The Sustainable >

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) established a process for local agencies to Bas'"Bzoc‘:::: gﬁigg;? s
request that the Department of Water Resources (DWR) revise the boundaries of a November 16, 2015
groundwater basin or subbasin, including the establist of a new subbasin. This

tool is for use by local agencies to request basin boundary modifications and for the

public to access basin boundary modification information.

LO ca I Ag e n cv TO O I s Registration and login are required to submit a basin boundary modification request, but are STER A
Within 15 days of a local agency's

not required to view submitted information.
decision fo explore boundary modifica-

: B : : tion, the relevant local agency shall notify
The system accepts voluntary basin boundary modification requests from local agencies, DWR by i

Ll Ll L . . Ll
L4 S u b m It I n It I a I N ot Ifl cat I O n pursuant to DWR's Basin Boundary emergency regulation. Additional information is
available about the existing Bulletin 118 groundwater basins and an interactive map is
available to help visualize the Bulletin 118 groundwater basins and other relevant political,

geologic, and geographic boundaries. STEP 2:

S u b m it Bo u n d a r Re u ests o Upon submission, you will receive an email acknowledging receipt of your initial Local Agencies can submit a Basin
y q notification or modification request. Boundry Modification Request starting
o For assistance with the Basin Boundary Modification System, please email the Jenuary 1 through Merc 31 ais
administrator at Timothy. Godwin@water.ca.gov.

Local Agency Submissions Tools

P u b I ic To o I S Click Here to Submit Upcoming Basin Boundary

Initial Notification Modification Request
(Pursuant to Section 343.9) Submission Period

Table Of Boundary MOdification January 1, 2016 through March 31, 2016

ReqUEStS Public and Interested Party Tools

View List of Submitted Initial Notifications View List of Submitted Modification Requests
View Map of Submitted Initial Notifications View Map of Submitted Modification Requests

If you are interested in being informed when Basin Boundary Modifications related Actions or any other SGM Program
actions are made, please subscribe to email listserv here: http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/subscribe.cfm

Map of Boundary Modification
Requests



http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/

Critically Overdrafted Basins

Critically Overdrafted Groundwater Basins — August 6, 2015 Draft
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Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs)
and Alternatives

Develop Emergency Regulations -

(GSPs)

Working with advisory groups /public meetings

Draft Regulations Tentative (Dec ‘15/Jan ‘16)

Final Regulations Due - June 2016

Data
Collection and
Management

Approach for
GSP
Development
and Imp.

Adaptive
Management
and Focus
Areas

Define
Baseline and
Unreasonable
/Significant

Prescriptive vs
Outcome
(Performance
Based) Criteria

GSP/Alt

Regs

Water Budget

State Agency
Coordination

GSA
Coordination
and
Probationary
Status

Optimal Path,
Metrics and
Trigger Values

Boundaries —
Overlap and
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Paths To Sustainability

* Three Option

GS
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3SPs with a
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Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)
Emergency Regulations — Detailed Timeline

— 2

Draft Adopt
. Draft Emergency
Scoping Framework Reeulations Emergency
(Topic Based) & Regulations

May Jun-16

Periodic CWC Updates cwc CWC . GSP
GSP/ALT Nov 19 Jan. or Feb. Deadline

) and Dec GSP Draft

Summary Regulations
of Informal

July 20, Aug 27, Sept 21 Outreach
GSP Mtgs/Webinars

GSP Required

Public Meeting

30 Comment
Period

Input from SWRCB

NQ DM AC ° 0 N

Submit GSP
Regs to OAL
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Potential Regulation Components

Overview

Governance &

Coordination
“Who is managing &
participating”

Basin Setting
“What are the current
conditions”

SGM Planning

“How will GW be managed
& measured”

Evaluation

"Reporting, Evaluation, &
Adaptive Management"

Equivalent GSPs

Potential Regulation Content

Governance

Coordination

Land Use

Basin Conditions

Sustainability Goal (Sustainable Yield, SGM)

Measurable Objectives & Undesirable Results

Monitoring Plan

Implementation & Reporting

Alternative GSPs & Fringe Areas

Stakeholder Input

All Topics

6 - Coordination Agreements
7 - State Agency Coordination
8 - Water Budgets and Coordination

3 - Land Use & County Involvement

2- Pre SGMA Conditions and Undesirable
Results

1 - Measurable Objectives
2- Pre SGMA Conditions and UR’s

8 - Water Budgets and Coordination
10 - Adaptive Mgt. and Focus Areas
1 - Measurable Objectives

2- Pre SGMA Conditions and UR’s

9 - Data Collection, Mgt., & Reporting

9 - Data Collection, Mgt., & Reporting

10 - Adaptive Mgt. and Focus Areas

4 - Alternative GSP

5 - Boundaries, Overlapping &
Unmanaged Areas




Facilitation Support Service

Groundwater Sustainability Agency Formation

‘. ~ 26 as of September 28, 2015
l Senate Bill 13 — Requires Complete Notifications and No Overlapping GSAs

)

477 v’

18 applications
5 initial review
6 in Scoping

7 contracts




Questions

When properly managed, groundwater
resources will help protect communities,
farms, and the environment against the
impacts of prolonged dry periods and

climate change.
California Water Action Plan 2014

state: http://groundwater.ca.gov
DWR: http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/

SWRCB: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/gsmp/




