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SUBJECT: Notice of CEQA Scoping Meeting for a proposed Order to establish a Conditional
Waiver for Irrigated Lands for the Los Angeles Region

Thisletter isto inform you that the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los
Angeles Region (Regional Board) will hold a California Environmental Quality Act Scoping
Meeting pursuant to California Public Resources Code section 21083.9 to receive comments on
the appropriate scope and content of the "functionally equivalent” environmental documents to
be prepared pursuant to Section 21080.5 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
The proposed order would involve the adoption of an order to establish a conditional waiver for
irrigated lands.

A CEQA Scoping M eeting will be held to discussthisfinding on:

DATE: Wednesday, June 22, 2005
TIME: 10:00 - 12:00 A.M.
LOCATION: City of Fillmore
City Council Chambers
250 Central Avenue
Fillmore, California 93015

We appreciate the assistance of the City of Fillmore in providing a meeting location.

A workshop was held concerning the Conditional Waiver before the Regional Board on March 3,
2005 and written comments were accepted through May 13, 2005. Written comments on the
CEQA documents are due by July 11, 2005. Please send comments to the attention of Elizabeth
Erickson at the Regional Water Quality Control Board-Los Angeles at 320 West Fourth Street,
Suite 200, Los Angeles, California, 90013. Both the Waiver and the CEQA documents are posted
at www.swrch.ca.gov/rwqch4. Please bring the foregoing to the attention of any persons known
to you who would be interested in this matter.
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Interested Parties for Conditional Waiver -2- May 27, 2005

Background Information

The Regional Board staff has drafted awaiver of waste discharge requirements (WDRS) for
irrigated lands. This Conditional Waiver imposes water quality monitoring responsibilities to the
dischargers, and, if necessary, improvement of management methods to reduce the discharge of
pollutants and attainment of the water quality required by the Basin Plan before the waiver term
expires. Section 13269 of the California Water Code (CWC) allows aregional board to waive the
requirement to adopt WDRs for specific types of discharges where such awaiver is consistent
with any applicable state or regional water quality control plans and isin the public interest. The
discharge of waste from irrigated lands pose a potential environmental risk to water quality and
public health. However, where dischargers have agreed to quantify and reduce effluent discharge,
have documented compliance with existing water quality standards, or have submitted a plan for
corrective action with compliance within the period of the waiver, these potential risks would be
mitigated. Based upon the information contained in the Environmental Checklist, the Regional
Board finds that the discharge of waste from irrigated land will not result in asignificant effect
on the environment, provided that the discharge complies with the term of the Order.

Additional Contact Information

In order to save resources please go to the Regional Board website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/ and subscribe to our Lyris List to receive electronic
notifications of draft documents, public workshops, hearing, and other Board actions. A new
Agriculture Interested Parties email list has been added as “reg4 tmdl agriculture.” Please feel
free to subscribe to this list and any other list of interest to you.

Thisemail list will be used to distribute notices regarding Board actions related to the agriculture
waiver program. Upon subscribing to the Lyris List, your name will be deleted from the hard-
copy mailing list, which will be maintained only for interested parties with limited internet access
who require written notices. If you need assistance on the email list please call Theresa L.
Rodgers at (213) 576-6789.

Please contact Elizabeth Erickson at (213) 576-6683 or me at (213) 576-6784 if you have any
guestions about the Conditional Waiver or the CEQA Scoping meeting.

CC: Michadl Lauffer, Office of Chief Counsal, State Water Resources Control Board
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