CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
- L ELES REGION

2009-0093

WASTE DISCHAR ’EREQUIREMENTS (VVDR) FOR

CITY OF VENTURA (DISCHA5 “'GER), MORELAND DRAINAGE DITCH CHANNEL

I\/IAINTENANCE VEN: URA COUNTY (File No. 08-110)

The California Regional Water Quahty Control Board Los Angeles Region, herelnafter Reglonal

1.

an he poteutlal for damage to adjacent property and agrrcultural field

‘Board, ﬁnds +that:

The City of San Buenaventura. thereinafter the Discharger) filed an application for a

. WDR in order to remove accumulated sediment from the Moreland Drainage Ditch’

lo'cated in the City of Ventura.

The Discharger proposes to Temove- accumulated sediment, plant mater1a1 and debrrs
in the Moreland Dite i i i

events.

' The Moreland Ditch is an existing, - man-made agricultural channel that conveys urban

and agricultural runoff from an area that extends north of Olivas Park Drive and west of
Victoria Avenue. The width of the man-made ditch varies from 20 to 40 feet, and is
roughly 2 to 4 feet in depth.

There are approximately 5.45 acres of jurisdictional waters of the United States/ waters of
the State of California within the portion of the Moreland Ditch that is the Project site,

‘including 3.04 acres of jurisdictional wetlands and 2.41 acres of Jurlsdlctlonal non-

wetland waters.

The Discharger applied to the Board for Water Quality Certification under Section 401 of
the Clean Water Act (CWA) and to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under Section 404
of the CWA on August 15, 2008.. On October 1, 2008, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) determined that the proposed activity (maintenance of an agricultural ditch)
would be exempt from Corps perrnitting requirements per 33 CFR 323.4(a)(3), and
therefore a Section 404 permit is not required. On October 7, 2008, the Board
determined, based on the size of the impact to Waters of the U.S., that the PrOJ ect would
be regulated under an individual WDR.
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permit, OrdérNo R4-2009-0057; NPDES Permit No. CASOO40@2

| The function of the Moreland Ditch for the adjacent property holders is to collect and
- convey runoff from surrounding agricultural fields and urban areas.

The Project will not result in changes in the quantity or quality of storm water discharged
to the Moreland Ditch or downstream water bodies during maintenance, or during

operation subsequent to the maintenance activities. The Project will not result in changes

in the. quantity or quality of storm water discharge during periods between mainteniance
activities, or upon its completion. '

Project Description

11.

* The project involves removal of sediment and vegetation over an area comprising 5.45

acres of waters of the United States/waters of the State within the Moreland Ditch.
Although the proposed maintenance will temporarily impact waters of the United
States/waters of the State, the impacted areas will be returned to previously existing
conditions and proposed activities are not anticipated to expand or decrease the originally
designed alignment (dimensions) of the drainage channel.




12.

* Order No. R4-2009-0093 — MORELAND DRAINAGE DITCH PROJECT

- The project w111 mvolve an excavator or backhoe operatlng from the d1rt roads on elther

]plCOCS (< 6'inc

13.

14.

15,

16.

machmery Matu:ce -trees Wlthm thé dralnage ditch Wlll be removed
saws

The Discharger has proposed avoidance measures to protect fish, wildlife, and plant

’resources 1nclud1ng

. Clearing of vegetation in all jurisdictional areas will be restricted to within
excavatlon—dej d areas Excess1ve clearlng of the veg_' on Wﬂl not be

’equlpment will be per1od10a11y checked to ensu1e that:there
frc')m‘leaks or defective equlpment

prior to- and ir g after rainfall events.
. Five-day weather orecasts will be conducted in order to identify potential storm
events so that pféparatlons for storms can be made. ~
Appropriate erosion control devices will be placed around stockpﬂed materials. Spoil
sites will be located away from obvious dralnage areas.

In addition, the discharger will develop a Stream Diversion Plan to include a series of
dewatering pools/dams upstream and downstream of the maintenance area to prevent
surface water from entering the project site during the maintenance activities.

All api)ropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be implemented in order to
avoid any impacts to water quality. The Project will not result in indirect impacts to water
quality or beneficial uses of downstream water bodies, i.e. the Santa Clara River, the
Santa Clara River Estuary, and the Pacific Ocean.

Because the Project will not cause indirect or cumulative impacts to water quality or
beneficial uses of downstream water bodies, no m1t1gat1on measures for indirect or
cumulative impacts will be required.

To mitigate for temporary impact to waters of the State as described, the Discharger shall

preserve, enhance and/or restore riparian habitat at a 0.5 to 1 ratio for a total of 1.52 acres.
This mitigation is also the required by the California Department of Fish and Game under
a Streambed Alteration Agreement.
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20.

21.

22.

; "'-matenals into waters of
rsuant:to Sect1on 13263

The Board on J
CWC arev1sed

Control | ice of Adm1mstrat1ve La 6n November 17, 199 ‘_,’and
February 23, . 1995 respectlvely A summary of regulatory o) ons is contamed in 23
CCR 3912 The Basin Plan defines beneficial uses:and water quality obj; ectives for
waters of the State including surface waters and ground waters. This Order is in
compliance with the Basin Plan, and amendments thereto.

The subject waters of the U.S. within the Moreland Ditch are located within the Santa
Clara River Watershed. The Basin Plan does not explicitly identify beneficial uses for
these waters. However, the Basin Plan states that “Those waters not specifically listed

(generally smaller tributaries) are designated with the same beneficial uses as the streams,

lakes or reservoirs to which they are tributary:” The Moreland Ditch is tributary to the
Santa Clara River, and thence to the Santa Clara River Estuary and the Pacific Ocean.
The site waters are located in the Santa Clara-Calleguas Hydrolog1c Unit (403.00) and the

‘Oxnard Hydrologic Sub-unit (403. 11)

The section of the Santa Clara River downstream from the Moreland Ditch, which is
within the Oxnard Hydrologic Sub-unit (403.11), has the following existing beneficial
uses as identified in the Basin Plan: industrial service supply; industrial process supply;
agricultural supply; ground water recharge; freshwater replenishment; water contact
recreation; non-contact water recreation; warm freshwater habitat; cold freshwater
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23.

24.

e

P

i filed with the Regional Board Tider file ntmber 08-110.

25, -

_ . v 2 o
26. . The Boardhas notified the City of Ventura and interested agencies and persons of its
intent to prescribe WDRs for this discharge.

27. -~ The Board, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments pertaining to the
discharge.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the City of San Buenaventura, in order to meet the provisions
contained in Division 7 of the California Water Code and regulations adopted thereunder, shall
comply with the following, pursuant to authority under CWC Sections 13263 and 13267:

A. Discharge Prohibitions

1. The direct discharge of wastes, including rubbish, reﬁ;se, bark, sawdust, or other solid wastes
into surface waters or at any place where they would contact or where they would be
eventually transported to surface waters, including flood plains, is prohibited.

2. The discharge of floating oil or other floating materials from any activity in quantities
sufficient to cause deleterious bottom deposits, turbidity, visible film or coating, or
discoloration in surface waters is prohibited.

3. The discharge of silt, sand, clay, or other earthen materials from any activity in quantities
sufficient to cause deleterious bottom deposits, turbidity, or discoloration in surface waters is
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dé‘sx‘ s or as-buﬂts and/ or. other ﬁnal 1nformat10n 1nclud1ng add1t1’ona1 1nformat10n as
described in this Order.

Project Implementation Deadlines

4.

No later than 60 days prior to beginning of maintenance, the Discharger shall submit,
acceptable to the Executive Officer, a Final Stream Diversion Plan to address the
Project’s water diversion impacts.

Not later than 60 days prior to the beginning of maintenance, the Discharger shall submit,
acceptable to the Executive Officer, a final Mitigation Plan that addresses the required
mitigation elements to offset the maintenance impacts.

All elements of the final Mitigation Plan shall be underway or completed within the same
calendar year as impacts first occur, or at least no later than the end of the following
calendar year (e.g., if impacts occur in October 2009, mitigation for all impacts must be
underway or completed no later than December 31, 2010).
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.Noﬁic’ef.cf'Miﬁga ion om .e’riorr‘

11.
12.

13.

14.

submltted to the Board Wlthm two Weeks of occurrence € Wr n_notlﬁcatlon shall
1dent1fy' the adverse condltlon describethe actions necessary to. remedy the condition,
and specify a tlmetable subject to the modifications of the Executive Officer, for the
remedial actions. :

The Discharger shall notify the Board in writing at least 30 days prior to the actual start
date of the Project.

The Discharger shall at all times fully comply with its WDR, which includes all materlals
submitted as a part of its application for water quality certification. /

The Discharger is considered to have full responsibility for correcting any and all
problems that arise inthe event of a failure which results in an unauthorized release of
waste or wastewater.

The discharge of any hazardous, designated or non-hazardous waste as defined in Title
23, Division 3, Chapter 15 of the California Administrative Code, shall be disposed of in
accordance with applicable state and federal regulations.
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20.

C. Ingpgcti_on;.of any treatment equipment, monitoring equipment, or monitoring
method required by this Order.

d. Sampling of any discharge or surface water coyered by this Order.

. = ~ ‘
This Order does not authorize commission of any act causing injury to the property of
another or of the public; does not convey any property rights; does not remove liability
under federal, state, or local laws, regulations or rules of other programs and agencies, nor
does this Order authorize the discharge of wastes without appropriate permits from other

~ agencies or organizations.

The Board will consider rescission of this Order upon Project completion and the
Executive Officer’s acceptance of notices of completion of mitigation for all mitigation,
creation, and enhancement Projects requlred or otherwise permltted Nnow or subsequently
under this Order. :
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'Los .Angeles Reg1 ; .ep ember 2009.




