
FORUM ANNOUNCMENT:
SOIL GAS ADVISORY REVISION

The California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal-EPA) is hosting a forum on the collection
and analysis of soil gas samples.  The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and the
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (LARWQCB) are currently updating the
“Advisory - Active Soil Gas Investigations,” published on January 28, 2003, and the “Interim
Guidance for Active Soil Gas Investigation,” dated February 25, 1997 (Soil Gas Advisory).  The
purpose of the forum is to provide an opportunity for environmental professionals to present
current technologies, experience, and comments pertinent to the Soil Gas Advisory. The
outcome, with your assistance, will be a Soil Gas Advisory that provides practical, technically
sound guidance for collecting and analyzing high quality soil gas samples.

Two forums will be hosted to help facilitate input, while limiting the travel burden for attendees.
The format of each day will be identical, consisting of brief presentations by laboratories and
consultants on various aspects of the Soil Gas Advisory, as well as open discussion in which all
interested attendees can provide feedback.  The forum will be recorded and later posted on Cal-
EPA’s web page.  The forums are free and open to the public, but registration is required.

TOPICS FOR THE SOIL GAS ADVISORY FORUM

Laboratory Issues
• State certification of air analysis
• Use of surrogates during air analysis
• Summa canister holding times
• Soil gas detection limits
• Liquid versus gaseous calibration standards
• Method 8260 for air analysis

Sample Collection Issues
• Purge testing prior to sampling
• Trip blanks and field blanks when summa canister sampling
• Waiting period for sample collection after rain events, use of air knives, and drilling with

hollow stem auger, air rotary, or rotosonic drill rigs
• Sampling with shallow groundwater (less than five feet) and in low permeability materials
• Absorption of chemicals on tubing and syringes
• Leak check testing, specifically:

o What tracer gases should be used?
o Where should the tracer gas be placed?
o Is it necessary to quantify the leak by using a shroud or tent?
o Is the current 10 µg/L detection limit appropriate?

• Summa canister confirmation for Method 8260 air analysis
• Use of Tedlar® bags for sample collection

Miscellaneous Issues
• Procedures for naphthalene soil gas sample collection
• Procedures for passive soil gas sample collection

The above list of topics is meant to facilitate discussion during the forum.  Other topics related to
soil gas sample collection and analysis will be considered.  Before each forum an agenda and
list of speakers will be available on-line, and e-mailed to anyone registered.



Dates and Locations: March 4, 2008: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm*
Los Angeles Regional Water Control Board
Carmel Room (First Floor)
320 West 4th Street
Los Angeles, California  90013

March 14, 2008: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm*
California Environmental Protection Agency
Byron Sher Auditorium (Second Floor)
1001 I Street
Sacramento, California  95814

* Please arrive a few minutes early to check-in.

These forums are intended for analytical laboratories, environmental consultants, responsible
parties, property developers, and state, county and city regulators.  The forums are not training
sessions.  Attendees are expected to be well versed in the issues associated with soil gas
sampling and analysis.

REGISTRATION
Registration is required for attendance.  Each forum can accommodate approximately 250
attendees; hence, space could be limited, so please register as soon as possible.  There are
three ways to register:

1)  Register online at Cal-EPA’s website:
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SiteCleanup/SGA_Registration.cfm

2 & 3) Complete the following information and either e-mail or fax the above information to
Dylan Clark, dclark@dtsc.ca.gov or fax number (916) 322-2844

Name & Title            
Organization           
Address           
City, State, Zip Code           
Phone           
Fax            
Email           

Attendance (check)      Los Angeles             Sacramento

For additional information, contact Dot Lofstrom at (916) 255-6449 or dlofstro@dtsc.ca.gov

The current Soil Gas Advisory is available on the internet as follows:

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/LawsRegsPolicies/Policies/SiteCleanup/upload/SMBR_ADV_activesoilg
asinvst.pdf

http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb4/html/programs/ust/03_0210_Interim%20Guidance%20for%20A
ctive%20Soil%20Gas%20Investigations.pdf


