
RE: MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN CITY OF MALIBU AND REGIONAL
WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD, LOS ANGELES REGION AND STATE WATER
RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD REGARDING PHASED IMPLEMENTATION OF BASIN 
PLAN AMENDMENT PROHIBITING ON-SITE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL SYSTEMS IN THE
MALIBU CIVIC CENTER AREA (PAGE 2)

Notices of Violation will bring about water quality improvements. Our members are still getting sick at 
Surfrider Beach. The MOU must build upon TM-1 with an understanding that compliance will be difficult 
to achieve and prescribe penalties for noncompliance at levels which recognize this history. 

We also recognize that a centralized wastewater facility, a solution contemplated in the MOU, would be 
subject to approval by Malibu residents. We don’t believe the MOU adequately considers the results of a 
‘No’ vote; specifically, the alternative solutions and which party would bear the costs of implementation 
and regulation. Regulation could not be sustained solely by the Regional Board, an agency with limited 
resources but needing to oversee compliance with more than 100 Civic Center commercial and residential 
properties. In a ‘No’ vote alternatives to a centralized facility must be implemented and funded by the City 
of Malibu, and be defined in a way that the pattern of noncompliance exhibited under the recent 2004 
Memorandum of Understanding is less likely.

We urge you to amend the MOU to provide enough clarity regarding definitions, expectations, alternatives, 
and schedules such that all parties – stakeholders, the City of Malibu, and the Regional Board alike – know 
what will happen by what deadline. And importantly, what will happen if a deadline isn’t met.

Finally, one comment about process. MSA is an all-volunteer organization whose members have daily 
professional and personal commitments outside of their club membership. Being provided ten days from 
the receipt of the tentative MOU to requiring full comment was as surprising as it was difficult to accom-
modate. In the future, we ask the Regional Board understand the desire of organizations like ours to 
provide comment while better appreciating the time required to do so.

If you have questions regarding these comments, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 619.980.3559.

Respectfully,

Michael Blum
President
on behalf of the Malibu Surfing Association
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