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MEETING MINUTES 

 
Friday, March 2nd, 2007 

2 – 4 pm 
San Martin Lions Club Hall 

12415 Murphy Ave, San Martin 
 
 
I. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
II. Administrative Items 

 
A. Introductions were performed. 
 
B. Attendee Sign-in Sheets: The sheets were at the sign-in table. 
 
C. Additional Agenda Items:  

 
1. A discussion of the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment’s (OEHHA’s) 

review of the Public Health Goal (PHG) for perchlorate was inserted after Item III.A., 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) update. 

2. The discussion of topics for Olin’s March 29th presentation was expanded to include 
a discussion of topics to include in future PCAG meetings. 

 
D. Open Forum:  None 

 
E. 2/2/2007 Minutes:  Approved as written. 

 
III. Presentations/Discussions 
 

A. RWQCB Update – Eric Gobler & Hector Hernandez, Regional Water Board Staff 
 
1. Private Well Water Sampling 
 

The Regional Water Board prepared a guidance letter for well owners who wish to 
sample their own wells.  If a well owner samples their own well and detects 
perchlorate above 6.0 ppb, Olin will reimburse the well owner’s sampling costs and 
initiate bottled water delivery, assuming the sampling result meets quality 
control/quality assurance standards.  The guidance letter is posted on the Regional 
Water Board’s website, as well as the San Martin Neighborhood Alliance website. 

 
There was an inquiry about whether Olin is required to monitor wells after bottled 
water discontinuation if well water users were unable to pay for their own monitoring 
due to financial constraints.  Regional Water Board staff responded that Olin is 
required to monitor following bottled water discontinuation, regardless of well owners’ 
financial abilities. 
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2. Split Sampling Update 
 

The Regional Water Board conducted split sampling on Bob Cerruti’s well last year.  
The sampling yielded conflicting results.  The Regional Water Board is planning to 
conduct a more thorough split sampling event that will include more than one well.  
 

3. Regional Water Board Review of Olin’s 12/6/06 Submittals (Revised Feasibility 
Studies, Area I Work Plan) 

 
The Regional Water Board plans to send their comment letter on the Revised 
Cleanup Feasibility Study, the Area I Revised Feasibility Study, and the Area I Work 
Plan to Olin in the next couple weeks.  They met with Olin earlier in the week 
regarding the above reports and the Characterization Report in order to develop a 
better understanding of Olin’s overall cleanup strategy.  The Regional Water Board 
takes comment letters from the City of Morgan Hill, Santa Clara Valley Water District 
(District), and PCAG seriously and Regional Water Board staff concurs with other 
parties that Olin needs to perform expedited cleanup in Area I.  Regional Water 
Board staff also responded affirmatively to a question about whether we will see 
additional characterization, including cross-sections, of northeast conditions in future 
reports. 
 

B. OEHHA’s Review of the Perchlorate PHG – Craig O’Donnell, Assemblymember Laird’s 
Office 

 
Craig went over a February 15, 2007 letter from OEHHA to the Natural Resource 
Defense Council (NRDC).  The NRDC had requested that OEHHA review the 
perchlorate PHG in light of new scientific data, including Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) findings related to perchlorate exposure and thyroid hormone levels.  The CDC 
study strongly suggests that the 6 ppb PHG is not sufficiently protective for iodide-
deficient women.  OEHHA acknowledges that validity of the study and stated they had 
discussed the results with the CDC lead researcher.  However, OEHHA will not review 
the PHG at this time since the CDC is conducting follow-up research and the perchlorate 
PHG is scheduled for review in 2009, as mandated by state law.  The group noted that 
OEHHA should begin the review process now, in order to complete the review by 2009. 
 

C. Sampling Results on the West Side of Monterey – Tracy Hemmeter, Santa Clara Valley 
Water District 

 
Tracy distributed a map with perchlorate sampling results.  The results shown are the 
most recent sampling result for each well, but some of the results are several years old.  
Also, only data that are associated with a state well number in Olin’s database are 
shown.  Most on-site data, monitoring well data, and recent northeast sampling results 
are not shown on the map, since they are not associated with a well number in Olin’s 
database.  The non-detect results (blue dots) reflect several different detection limits – 
some are 4 ppb, some are 2 ppb, and some are 1.4 ppb.  The oldest results were 
probably District sampling results, where a 4 ppb detection limit was used. 
 
The group discussed the map and had the following comments: 
 
• High production wells affect flow, as demonstrated by the diversion of the plume 

toward the West San Martin Water Works wells. 
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• Olin should quantify the non-detect results. 
• We need to make sure that the elderly and others are receiving appropriate 

assistance with replacing the heavy water bottles.  The San Martin Neighborhood 
Alliance (SMNA) sent out word back in 2003 to find out who might need help with the 
bottled water and Sylvia believes everyone is getting the help they need.  Also, 
people could request smaller 3-gallon bottles. 

• Olin should prepare a similar map in their Quarterly Monitoring Reports. 
• Olin should define background plume-wide, without delaying cleanup. 

 
D. Topics and Questions for Olin’s March 29th Presentation & Future PCAG Meetings 

 
1. Olin Presentation Topics 
 

• A single map with all of each quarter’s data 
• Trends in concentrations; the number of wells in different concentration ranges 

and how it has changed over time 
• Overall cleanup strategy, including feasibility studies, Area I work plan, and 4th 

Quarter Monitoring Report 
• Implementation schedule, including the date when groundwater extraction will 

start, potential impediments to implementation, and how we can all work together 
to minimize delays.  This could be presented as a simplified Microsoft Project 
Plan. 

• Ion exchange certification/installation and bottled water updates, including a map 
of wells receiving replacement water. 

 
2. Future PCAG Meeting Topics 
 

• National perspective on perchlorate, perhaps from Kevin Meyer (EPA) or Senator 
Boxer’s office 

• Septic system maintenance and operation 
• Hazardous Materials Management 
• Well Testing and Groundwater Protection 
• DHS 
• District’s South County Water Supply Plan project 

 
3. Improving Attendance at PCAG 
 

• Meeting announcements on the front page of newspapers 
• Work with the Morgan Hill Chamber of Commerce, which is expanding outreach 

to non-governmental organizations 
• Garlic.com 
• San Martin County Water District would be willing to add a line on their bills 
• New agenda items 
• Evening Meetings 
• Church announcements 
• Special letter announcements 

 
IV. Additional Topics (as time allows) 
 

A. Groundwater Guardian:  No update 
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B. Water District Federal Grant Project:  No update 
 

C. Domestic Well Ion Exchange System Certification Update – Tracy 
 

Tracy reported that Olin’s consultant had submitted their final testing protocol to the 
California Department of Health Services (DHS) and testing should begin soon.  This is 
not a true certification, but DHS is allowing it to move forward.  The process will be 
monitored with the help from the County Department of Environmental Health.  Sylvia 
noted that this shows significant progress.  Since the February 2003 meeting, where we 
knew very little about perchlorate and how to manage it, reverse osmosis treatment was 
certified and significant progress has been made in characterization and on-site cleanup. 

 
V. Next Meeting:  Thursday, March 29, 2007 at 7 pm.  Olin presentation scheduled. 
 
VI. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:00 pm. 


