United States Department of Agriculture

ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service Telephone (831) 754-1595
Salinas Area Office Fax (831) 753-0508
318 Cayuga Street, Suite 206

Salinas, CA 93901-2668

March 12, 2007

Hank Giclas

Vice President, Science and Technology
Western Growers Association

PO Box 2130

Newport Beach, California 92658

Dear Hank,

Thank you for taking into account the comments that we provided to you on February 9, 2007
regarding the Commodity Specific Food Safety Guidelines for the Lettuce and Leafy Greens
Supply Chain. We have reviewed the March 4, 2007 draft of the document (070305 LG -
PROOF - Edits 03 12.pdf) and are pleased to see that most of our comments have been
incorporated. We believe that the document now more closely reflects the current state of
knowledge regarding risk factors associated with animals of significant risk for transporting E.
coli 0157:H7.

However, we remain deeply concerned about the references to wildlife and vegetation
management in both the metrics and the related Sanitary Surveys and Remediation Guidelines
for Water Resources. We strongly urge you to incorporate the few attached edits, which would,
in our opinion, reduce unnecessary or unintended impacts to water quality and wildlife habitat,
achieve consistency between sections and clarify the intersection of recommended food safety
remedial actions with the potential need for permits from environmental regulatory agencies.
The attached recommendations for edits to the Food Safety Guidelines and Sanitary Survey
(Sanitary Surveys - Edits 03 12.pdf) reflect the combined perspectives of the individuals listed at
the bottom of this letter.

On behalf of the natural resource protection agencies, regulatory agencies, and environmental
organizations listed below, I thank you for your diligence in resolving the potential
contradictions between food safety guidelines and existing natural resource protection
regulations so that farmers are not forced to choose between these vital issues.

Sincerely,
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Daniel Mountjoy, Ph.D., Assistant State Conservationist NRCS

Alison Jones, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
Jill Wilson, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
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Bridget Dobrowski, Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
William Steven, National Marine Fisheries Service

Tom Moore, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Karen Heisler, Environmental Protection Agency



