The Phase I stormwater programs currently in the region are the large urbanized counties of Contra Costa, Alameda, Santa Clara and San Mateo, and the two city-based programs of Fairfield-Suisun and Vallejo.  The Water Board staff is in the process of formulating a Municipal Regional Urban Runoff Permit (MRP) to replace these permits.  The purpose of the MRP is to improve regional consistency in permit requirements and to require more specific actions than previous Phase I permits.  To facilitate an inclusive and collaborative public participation process for initial development of the MRP, Water Board staff will use this web site to post notices of meetings or workshops, agendas and meeting notes, draft work products, and ways for interested persons to provide informal input and comments to the MRP until development of one or more final Tentative Orders embodying the MRP.  Such comments will be considered but will not be formally responded to.  There will be a formal public comment period when the final Tentative Order(s) for the MRP is released.  Water Board staff will respond at that time to all comments received on the final Tentative Order(s) during the formal public comment period. 

The process for developing the MRP has begun and will proceed in the following stages:  

Stage 1 (October 2005 to Spring 2006)

Six workgroups have been formed around the following permit subjects and consist of Water Board staff, BASMAA participants and participants from non-governmental groups:

Municipal Maintenance Operations

Industrial Inspection/Illicit Discharge abatement/Construction Inspection/Allowable Non-Stormwater Discharges

New Development and Redevelopment Urban Runoff Control Measures

Public Information/Participation

Monitoring

TMDL Pollutants control measures – Mercury, PCBs, pesticide toxicity, Cu/Ni

These six workgroups are tasked with creating products, under agreed upon ground rules, which are draft Performance Standard tables which contain at least the following information:

1. Best Management Practices: what activities must be done to achieve Maximum Extent Practicable (the standard of implementation called for in the federal Clean Water Act for urban stormwater programs), 

2. Level of Implementation: how much must that activity be done to reach MEP, and 

3. Reporting: what should be the minimum amount of information that must be reported to show that columns (1) and (2) were accomplished, and/or for effectiveness measurement. 

Stage 2 (January to June 2006)

The Water Board staff, BASMAA, and non-governmental groups will meet and discuss the Performance Standard tables from all six workgroups at the Steering Committee.  These tables will be the basis for production of one or more administrative draft Tentative Orders on the MRP, which will be circulated, posted on our web page, and the subject of large public workshops involving all interested stakeholders.  

Stage 3 (July to September 2006)

The next step will be production of one or more final Tentative Orders on the MRP, which will be widely circulated for formal, written public comment prior to Water Board consideration.  We anticipate this entire process culminating in Board consideration of the MRP in fall of 2006.

