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CONFIDENTIAL: 

This report contains confidential cultural resources location information; report distribution should be 
restricted to those with a need to know. Cultural resources are nonrenewab le, and their scientific, 
cultural, and aesthetic values can be significantly impaired by disturbance. To deter vandalism, artifact 
hunting, and other activities that ca n damage cultural resources, t he locations of cultural resources 
should be kept confidential. The legal authority to r estrict cultural resources information is in 
California Government Code 6254.1 and the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Section 30. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Inside photo: Ingersoll-Rand Imperial Type XB air  
compressor at Loci 27. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover photo:  Overview of eastern portion of the study area with the miner’s cabin in the 
far right, the brick warehouse/office in center right, terraformed hillside in foreground not 
surveyed. In the far center left are water tanks at the edge of where ore processing was 
once refined into mercury. View to southeast. 



   
Archaeological Survey of a 100-Acre Southern Portion of  Holman & Associates 
15999 Guadalupe Mines Road, near San Jose  April 2011 
 i 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 
 On 9 and 1 0 December 2010, Holman & Associates conducted an approxim ately 100-acre 
archaeological survey of the southern portion of  Guadalupe Rubbish Disposal Co mpany’s 15999 
Guadalupe Mines Road parcel. The pro posed project involves stabilization of soils in particular areas on 
the banks of Guadalupe Creek within the property  limits, however, given the history of thi s parcel the 
entire southern portion was surveyed. A requirement of a U.S. Corps of Engineers permit has initiated this 
cultural resources investi gation to address regulatio ns detailed in Section 106 of the National Historic  
Preservation Act.  

 Native American consultation cons isted of contacting the Native American Heritage Commission. 
Their response included a list of individ uals/groups that were also contacted.  Two of their comments are 
noted. Three local historical groups and two historians were also contacted.  

 Forty-six discrete loci  and features associated with Guadalupe Mines and the co mpany town of 
Guadalupe were recorded as a cultural resources district and assigned the state primary number of P-43-
2400 and the state trinomial of CA-SCL-891H. Alo ng with 21 mining areas and abandon ed ore chutes  
and hoists, 1 0 historic-era or potentiall y historic-era standing b uildings and s tructures, and 20 short 
sections of roads also comprise this cultural resource. 

 Project specific and long-term recommendations are presented in the report’s conclusion. 
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Summary 
 Forty six mining areas or d iscrete loci were identified including 21 mining areas, 10 historic-era or 
potentially historic-era standing buildings and structures and 20 short secti ons of roads. All of these were 
recorded as part of a  cultural resource district on DPR forms (Appendix C) that incorporates buildings, 
structures, objects, and archaeological re mains. This district was assigned the state primary number of P-
443-2400 and the state trinomial CA-SCL-891H. The original boundaries of the various mining activities 
and residential use of the Guadalupe Mines extend beyond the present study area: to the south were three 
additional locations noted on Map 3; and to the north additional mining shafts and tunnels might extended 
along the ridgeline and down the other side of the hill (see sketch map in Appendix C). These features and 
loci are the remains from over 150 years of mercury mining and remining of this area. Many areas such as 
those where mining material was processed into mercury and tailings has been so drastically altered that 
no remains from  these activities are visible. Minin g shafts and tunnels have been covered for safety  
reasons; sometimes this has obliterated most mining indications. 

 Only a few b uildings and structures date fro m or are likely from the 1800s, when the mines were 
there most prolific. These include the superintendent’s house, the wooden building behind it, the miner’s 
cabin, the brick warehouse and store (and later office), and possibly the wooden structure at Feature 27 by 
the shaft entrance. Early drift mining along Guadalupe Creek has been obliterated by remining efforts and 
periodic flooding. Discrete mining areas wer e recorded with most of the Guadalupe Creek bank likely  
assessed and drift m ined, but these ef forts have been  obscured by later m ining efforts, dem olition of 
various aspects of the mining pursuits and features of the town, and flooding. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Approximately 100 acres of the sou thern portion of 1 5999 Guadalupe Mines Road were 
investigated as part of this project, al most all of which was r ecorded as a c ultural resources district o f 
Guadalupe Mines and the town of Guadalupe. Areas south of the main road along side Guadalupe Creek 
that were not recorded as discrete site loci or features and that lie within the general site boundaries 
depicted on the district sketch map in Appendix C, can be stabilized without  additional archaeological 
work. If proposed stabilization areas are enlarged or moved to encompass any of these designated features 
and loci, then additional archaeological work is recommended to more fully research and document the 
range of buildings, structures, objects, and archaeo logical features within ea ch designated area. Th is 
recommendation is limited to the following loci south of the main road: 25, 27, 32, 33, 35, and 37. 

 Long-term recommendations for propo sed improvements to the historical Guadalupe Mines and  
town of Guadalupe/CA-SCL-891H that lie within the study area are as follows. Prior to demolition any of 
the standing buildings or structures, these must be fully documented by an a rchitectural historian to 
determine its age, construction deta ils, general history , to describe a dditions and modifications, and to 
evaluate the building or s tructure to the Californi a Register of Historical Re sources or the Nationa l 
Register of Historic Places depending  on an y future proposed improvements or remediation. New 
Almaden County Park expressed an interest in acceptin g buildings, structures, or objects that might need 
to be removed. Prior to any other proposed improvements that are within or directly adjacent to recorded 
features or loci, a historical archaeologist will need  to conduct a m ore detailed recording and historical 
research to evaluate these particular areas either to the California Register of H istorical Resources or the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

 If any Native A merican cultural materials once existed in the study  area, mining activities have 
erased all in dications. If previously  unidentified cultural materials are unearthed during propose d 
stabilization of soil, then work in that area must halt until a qualified archaeologist can assess the 
significance of the find.  
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1.  Outcrop of silica carbonate rock along Guadalupe Mines Road with two adits. 
 

 
 

2. Partially blocked portal to adit at base of outcrop. 
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3.  Partially open adit at base of outcrop and minor dump material. 
 

 
 

4.  View from adit portal of the open mine workings. 
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5.  View farther inward of open adit showing timbers used for bracing. 
 

 
 

6.  View of mining waste dump from adits showing vegetation establishment. 
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