Attachment 7


Definition of Terms

(from the Draft State Phase II General Permit)

1. Authorized Non-Storm Water Discharges – Authorized non-storm water discharges are certain categories of discharges that are not composed of storm water but are not found to pose a threat to water quality.  They include: water line flushing; landscape irrigation; diverted stream flows; rising ground waters; uncontaminated ground water infiltration (as defined at 40 CFR §35.2005(20)) to separate storm sewers; uncontaminated pumped ground water; discharges from potable water sources; foundation drains; air conditioning condensate; irrigation water that is not reclaimed treated wastewater; springs; water from crawl space pumps; footing drains; lawn watering that is not reclaimed treated wastewater; individual residential car washing; flows from riparian habitats and wetlands; dechlorinated swimming pool discharges; and discharges or flows from emergency fire fighting activities.  If any of the above authorized non-storm water discharges (except flows from fire fighting activities) are found to cause or contribute to an exceedance of water quality standards or cause or threaten to cause a condition of nuisance or pollution, the category of discharge must be prohibited. 

2. Best Management Practices (BMPs) – Best management practices means schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce the pollution of ‘waters of the United States.”  BMPs also include treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material storage. (40 CFR §122.2)

3. Design Standards – Design Standards are post-construction requirements to incorporate specific structural best management practices into construction projects.  Design standards include, but are not limited to, such things as specifying an amount of runoff that must be retained on a site, and prohibiting the direct connection of truck wells in loading docks to the storm drain system.

4. Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP) - MEP is the acronym for Maximum Extent Practicable.  MEP is the technology-based standard established by Congress in CWA section 402(p)(3)(B)(iii) that municipal dischargers of storm water must meet. Technology-based standards establish the level of pollutant reductions that dischargers must achieve.  MEP is generally a result of emphasizing pollution prevention and source control best management practices (BMPs) primarily (as the first line of defense) in combination with treatment methods serving as a backup (additional line of defense). The MEP approach is an ever evolving, flexible and advancing concept, which considers technical and economic feasibility.  As knowledge about controlling urban runoff continues to evolve, so does that which constitutes MEP.  The way in which MEP is met varies between communities.  The individual and collective activities elucidated in their Storm Water Management Program becomes their proposal for reducing or eliminating pollutants in storm water to the MEP. 
5. Measurable Goal – Measurable goals or Performance Standards, are definable tasks or accomplishments that are associated with implementing best management practices.

6. Minimum Control Measure – A minimum control measure is a storm water program area that must be addressed (best management practices implemented to accomplish the program goal) by all regulated Small MS4s.  The following six minimum control measures are required to be addressed by the regulated Small MS4s: Public Education and Outreach on storm Water Impacts, Public Involvement/Participation, Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control, Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and Redevelopment, and Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations.

7. Offsite Facility - An offsite facility is a geographically non-adjacent or discontinuous site that is a result of, or secondary to the primary facility, that is, if the primary facility did not exist, neither would the offsite facility.  An offsite facility may be included in the permit area of the primary facility and only one NOI must be submitted.  The SWMP of the primary facility must clearly state that the offsite facility exists and describe necessary BMPs to be implemented at the offsite facility.

8. Outfall – 40 CFR §122.26(b)(9) defined outfall as a point source at the point where a municipal separate storm sewer discharges to waters of the United States and does not include open conveyances connecting two municipal separate storm sewers, or pipes, tunnels or other conveyances which connect segments of the same stream or other waters of the United States and are used to convey waters of the United States.

9. Point Source – 40 CFR §122.2 defines point source as any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including but not limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, landfill leachate collection system, vessel or other floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged.  This term does not include return flows from irrigated agriculture or agricultural storm water runoff.

10. Performance Standards – Performance Standards are the level of implementation necessary to demonstrate the control of pollutants in storm water to MEP
11. Regulated Small MS4 – A regulated Small MS4 is a Small MS4 that is required to be permitted for discharging storm water through its MS4 to waters of the U.S. and is designated either automatically by the U.S. EPA because it is located within an urbanized area, or designated by the SWRCB or RWQCB.

12. Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (Small MS4) – Means a conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains) that are:

(i) Owned or operated by the United States, a State, city, town, boroughs, county, parish, district, association, or other public body (created by or pursuant to State law) having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, storm water, or other wastes, including special districts under State law such as a sewer district, flood control district or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized Indian tribal organization, or designated and approved management agency under section 208 of the CWA that discharges to waters of the United States.

(ii) Not defined as “large” or “medium” municipal separate storm sewer systems

(iii) This term includes systems similar to separate storm sewer systems in municipalities, such as systems at military bases, large hospital or prison complexes, and highways and other thoroughfares.  The term does not include separate storm sewers in very discrete areas, such as individual buildings.

13. Separate Implementing Entity (SIE) – A Separate Implementing Entity is an entity, such as a municipality, agency, or special district, other than the entity in question, that implements parts or all of a storm water program for a Permittee.  The SIE may also be permitted under 40 CFR Part 122.  Arrangements of one entity implementing a program for another entity is subject for approval by the Regional Water Quality Control Board Executive Officer, or designee.

14. Significant Redevelopment - Significant Redevelopment means land-disturbing activity that results in the creation or addition or replacement of 5,000 square feet or more of impervious surface area on an already developed site. Where Redevelopment results in an alteration to more than fifty percent of impervious surfaces of a previously existing development, and the existing development was not subject to post development storm water quality control requirements, the entire project must be mitigated. Where Redevelopment results in an alteration to less than fifty percent of impervious surfaces of a previously existing development, and the existing development was not subject to post development storm water quality Design Standards, only the alteration must be mitigated, and not the entire development.  Redevelopment does not include routine maintenance activities that are conducted to maintain original line and grade, hydraulic capacity, original purpose of facility or emergency redevelopment activity required to protect public health and safety.  Existing single-family structures are exempt from the Redevelopment requirements.
15. Waters of the State – Waters of the state is defined at §13050(e) of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality control Act as any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, within the boundaries of the state.

