	Programs we administer:


Aboveground Tanks
Basin Plan
Construction
DOD/DOE
Enforcement
Landfills
NPDES
SLIC
Storm Water (Phase I/II, Construction, Industrial)

TMDL
UST
Watershed Management
Water Quality Certifications

Aboveground Tanks
· Contact person: Julie Menack 
· The Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA) includes Chapter 6.67, Sections 25270 through 25270.13 of the California Health and Safety Code. This law, commonly referred to as the Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) Program, was enacted in 1990 in response to petroleum spills and releases from aboveground tanks and associated piping. APSA was enacted in direct response to the 1988 spill of 400,000 gallons from the Shell Oil Refinery in Martinez. The goal of the AST Program is to protect vegetation, wildlife, surface water, human health, and groundwater from the damaging effects of petroleum releases by ensuring safe operation of aboveground petroleum storage facilities. The program applies to aboveground storage facilities containing petroleum subject to Federal Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure Plan (SPCC) regulations (aboveground petroleum storage of 660 gallons in a single container or an aggregate of 1,320 gallons at the facility) or facilities with a capacity of greater than 10,000 gallons. Covered facilities are subject to inspection by the Regional Board. The Regional Board can require that facilities establish a monitoring program that will identify or indicate releases of petroleum before reaching groundwater. If there have been spills or leaks that do, or could, impact water quality, cleanup will be required. Facilities must file "Storage Statements" with the State every two years and pay a fee according to an established fee schedule. 
Basin Plan
· Contact person: Steven Moore
· By law, the Regional Board is required to develop, adopt (after public hearing), and implement a Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the San Francisco Bay region. The Basin Plan is the master policy document that contains descriptions of the legal, technical, and programmatic bases of water quality regulation in the San Francisco Bay region. The plan must include: 

• A statement of beneficial water uses that the Regional Board will protect; 
• The water quality objectives needed to protect the designated beneficial water uses; and 
• The strategies and time schedules for achieving the water quality objectives. The Regional Board first adopted a plan for waters inland from the Golden Gate in 1968. After several revisions, the first comprehensive Water Quality Control Plan for the region was adopted by the Regional Board and approved by the State Board in April 1975. Subsequently, major revisions were adopted in 1982, 1986, 1992, and 1995. Each proposed amendment to the Basin Plan is subject to an extensive public review process. The Regional Board must then adopt the amendment, which is then subject to approval by the State Board. In most cases, the Office of Administrative Law and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) must approve the amendment as well. The basin planning process drives the Regional Board's effort to manage water quality. The Basin Plan provides a definitive program of actions designed to preserve and enhance water quality and to protect beneficial uses in a manner that will result in maximum benefit to the people of California. The Basin Plan fulfills the following needs:
• The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requires such a plan in order to allocate federal grants to cities and districts for construction of wastewater treatment facilities. 
• The Plan provides a basis for establishing priorities as to how both state and federal grants are disbursed for constructing and upgrading wastewater treatment facilities. 
• The Plan fulfills the requirements of the Porter-Cologne Act that call for water quality control plans in California. 
• The Plan, by defining the resources, services, and qualities of aquatic ecosystems to be maintained, provides a basis for the Regional Board to establish or revise waste discharge requirements and for the State Board to establish or revise water rights permits. 
• The Plan establishes conditions (discharge prohibitions) that must be met at all times. The intent of this comprehensive planning effort is to provide positive and firm direction for future water quality control. However, adequate provision must be made for changing conditions and technology. The Regional Board will review the Basin Plan at least once every three years. Unlike traditional plans that often become obsolete within a few years after their preparation, the Basin Plan is updated as deemed necessary to maintain pace with technological, hydrological, political, and physical changes in the region. 
Construction/Erosion and Storm Water Runoff
· Contact person: Hossain Kazemi
· For over five years Board staff have been working to reduce the impacts from construction activities on local waterways. This has been done through a vigorous inspection and enforcement program. Staff has also set up an on-going education program for the construction industry and local governments.


DOD/DOE
· Contact person: Dennis Mishek
· The Board has a special section devoted to cleanups at federal facilities, including former military facilities (e.g. closed Navy and Army bases), active bases (e.g. Travis AFB), and Department of Energy laboratories (e.g. LLBL or LLNL). Working with other State and federal agencies, staff oversees cleanups at these sites. Areas of concern include groundwater contamination, surface water discharges, and contaminated sediments.
Enforcement 

· Contact: Wil Bruhns
· The Regional Board has the authority to enforce all its requirements, orders, and standards. The primary goal of enforcement is to stop on-going problems and cleanup as necessary to preserve the beneficial uses of the Bay Area’s water resources. Enforcement options include issuing letters or orders requiring certain activities, assessing administrative fines directly, or referring the case to local, state or federal prosecutors. Administrative fines imposed by the Board have total millions of dollars since 1985. Approximately 70% of the fine money is used for local environmental enhancement projects; the rest goes to a statewide cleanup fund.

Landfills
· Contact person: Terry Seward
· The Board regulates landfills, waste ponds, and other waste disposal to land operations. This includes both active and closed facilities. The primary concern is to assure that wastes contained in these facilities do not escape to either surface or groundwaters. Regulation consists of design standards for liners, covers, etc., environmental monitoring, and cleanup when necessary.

NPDES
· Contact person: Shin-Roei Lee 

· The NPDES program is a federal permit program under the Clean Water Act that is administered in the Bay Area by the Regional Board. The program requires that any discharge of wastewaters to surface water needs a permit. The permits set limits on the quality of the wastewater and require monitoring. All permits are adopted in public hearings and are designed to protect the beneficial uses of the receiving waters. All sewage treatment plants and large industries have permits. Smaller industries that discharge to sewer systems are regulated by the local systems. The discharge of contaminated groundwater is also regulated by NPDES permits. Storm water is also covered by NPDES permits, but that is discussed separately below.

SLIC
· Contact person: Stephen Hill
· The SLIC (Spills, Leaks, Investigations, and Cleanups) program is designed to cleanup the impacts of current or historic unauthorized discharges, primarily to groundwater, but in some cases also to surface waters or sediments. The program issues cleanup orders that require investigations, source removals, set final cleanup standards, treatment and monitoring.


Storm water 
Contact persons:  
· Dale Bowyer, Municipal Phase I Program Coordinator
· Susan Gladstone, Bill Hurley, Municipal Phase II Program Coordinators
· Alexa LaPlante, Industrial General Permit, 
· Hossain Kazemi, Construction General Permit 
Storm water pollution is now the major source of pollutants to surface water bodies in the Bay Area. To address, the State and Regional Boards have issued NPDES permits that require implementation of certain actions (BMPs or Best Management Practices) to reduce the pollutants in storm water. These permits require local governments to implement certain practices, for example public education (e.g. storm drain stenciling), municipal activities (e.g. street sweeping), monitoring, local commercial/industrial inspections, and new development review.  The Regional Board has issued Municipal Phase I storm water NPDES permits to Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo, and Santa Clara Counties, and to all of the cities within these counties.  In addition, the cities of Fairfield-Suisun, Vallejo and American Canyon are also permitted under Phase I.  Municipal Phase II (Small MS4) permitting is underway, with a permit issuance date of March 10, 2003.  A draft statewide Phase II  Small MS4 general permit is available for review.  Municipal Phase II storm water permitting applies to communities of 10,000 and greater population or fit other criteria such as discharges to sensitive or TMDL listed water bodies.  Additionally, the State Board has issued two general storm water permits, one to industrial facilities and another to construction sites. The general construction permit is currently being updated to include sites of 1 acre or greater.  Both these general permits require notification, implementation of BMPs and monitoring.
 TMDL
· Contact person: Tom Mumley
· TMDLs (Total Maximum Daily Loads) are required whenever it has been determined that a particular pollutant is impairing a surface water body (e.g. local creek or San Francisco Bay). A TMDL consists of; 1. determination of an allowable load limit that would not impair water quality, 2. an assessment of current loadings, 3. an allocation of required reductions to the different sources of loadings, and 4. an implementation plan to achieve those reductions. Board staff is currently working on TMDLs for mercury and PCBs throughout the Bay, copper and nickel in the South Bay, pesticides in urban creeks, sediments in the Napa River, and pathogens in Tomales Bay.

UST
· Contact person: John Kaiser
· Underground Storage Tanks are the primary source of pollutants for groundwater. Most UST hold or held fuel, which is the main emphasis of this program (other pollutants are covered by the SLIC program). Under State law USTs need to be monitored for leaks (monitoring is administered by local agencies). If leaks are discovered, Regional Board staff, usually working with local agencies, require that investigations be done, pollutant sources be removed, necessary cleanup be done, and that groundwater be monitored.

Watershed Management
· Contact: Dale Hopkins
· Watershed management is a new program at the Board. It tries to address the overall ecosystem health of a watershed. This looks at all the different impacts on streams, and working with all interested stakeholders in the watershed, attempts to minimize or remediate those impacts by developing an overall watershed management plan. 

Water Quality Certifications
· Contact: Liz Morrison 
· Under the federal Clean Water Act either dredging or wetland fill activities require permits from the Army Corps of Engineers. The Regional Board needs to certify that these federal permits meet State water quality standards. Thus, dredging and fill projects need to be reviewed and approved by the Board. The Board’s concerns are that the projects minimize their impacts on water quality.
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