Programs

Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP)

· Contact – Karen Taberski
· The Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program, or SWAMP, is a statewide monitoring effort designed to assess the conditions of surface waters throughout the state of California.  The program is administered by the SWRCB.  Responsibility for implementation of monitoring activities resides with the nine RWQCB's that have jurisdiction over their specific geographical areas of the state.

· SWAMP also hopes to capture monitoring information collected under other State and Regional Board Programs such as the State's TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load), Nonpoint Source, and Watershed Project Support programs when funding allows.  SWAMP does not conduct effluent or discharge monitoring which is covered under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits and Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR).  The following existing surface water monitoring programs have been included as part of SWAMP: State Mussel Watch, Toxic Substance Monitoring Program, Toxicity Testing Program, and Coastal Fish Contamination Program. 

· Steps are being taken to ensure that high quality data is produced by SWAMP efforts statewide.  The SWAMP Quality Assurance and Quality Control Project Plan (QAPP) can be found at: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/swamp/qapp.html .  This QAPP is being used as the statewide standard for all surface water monitoring conducted under various State grant programs.

· A SWAMP database is currently being developed. Once in operation, the database will serve as a central repository of all data collected by SWAMP.  This database will eventually be included in the State Board's Water Information Network (WIN).  All data will eventually be fed to STORET, managed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.   

· For more specific information on the San Francisco Bay Region’s Program go to Available Documents which has a fact sheet and workplans for various years.  For more information on the statewide program in general, visit the SWAMP homepage at:  http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/swamp/
