Overview of SFB RWQCB grant programs

This page presents a brief explanation of grant programs which the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (SFB RWQCB) participates in, and links for more information on these grants.
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Consolidated Request for Proposal (RFP)

The RFPs for our grant programs are issued in Sacramento by our “parent” agency, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB).  The SWRCB is currently (February 2003) developing a consolidated RFP for our many grant programs:

· Proposition 13 (Watershed Protection, Nonpoint Source, and Coastal Nonpoint Source)

· 319(h) Nonpoint Source, and

· 205(j) Watershed Planning (potential)

Please note that the dates below are not confirmed and are subject to change:

Tentative Schedule FY2002-03

	March 10, 2003 at the earliest
	Release Request for Proposal (RFP)

	May 2003
	Concept Proposals due (about six weeks to write the concept proposals)

	Aug 2003
	Grant Awards to be announced 


Grant Priorities 

Please see accompanying table for Region 2 priorities for funding\\Rb2e1\v2\SHARED\Proposition 13\Website\RB2 grant priorities jan-june 03.doc.  Note that we are strongly encouraging larger, collaborative efforts and that it is imperative for applicants to contact Regional Board staff before submitting applications.

October 2002 Awards

On October 17, 2001 the SWRCB awarded grants for the: 

· Proposition 13 (Watershed Protection, Nonpoint Source, and Coastal Nonpoint Source)
December 2001 Request for Grant Concept Proposals
/ April 2002 Request for (Full) Proposals

· 319(h) Nonpoint Source / March 2002 RFP, and

· 205(j) Watershed Planning / March 2002 RFP

The award lists are posted at (see Board Agenda Item 6): http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/agendas/2002/october/1003wrk.html

Proposition 13 

Q:
What is Proposition 13?

A:
In March 2000, California voters approved Proposition 13 (Costa-Machado Water Act of 2000) for safe drinking water, water quality, flood protection and water reliability projects.
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STATUS – Prop 13 2/07/03

Phase I:  Awarded May 2001.

Phase II:  Awarded October 2002.

Phase III:  Pending – see Consolidated Request for Proposals (RFP) above

Watershed Protection

The purpose of the Watershed Protection program is to: Assist in implementing watershed plans to reduce flooding, control erosion, improve water quality, and improve aquatic and terrestrial species habitats, to restore natural systems of groundwater recharge, native vegetation, water flows, and riparian zones, and to restore the beneficial uses of waters of the state.

Like in Phase II, the CALFED Watershed Program will coordinate the Phase III grant cycle through the consolidated RFP.  Staff from both San Francisco Bay and Central Valley RWQCBs serve on this grant selection panel.

Non-Point Source

The purpose of the Non-Point Source program is to: fund projects that protect the beneficial uses of water throughout the state through the control of nonpoint source pollution.

Like in Phase II, the CALFED Drinking Water Quality Program will coordinate the Phase III grant cycle through the consolidated RFP.  Staff from the Central Valley RWQCB serve on this grant selection panel.

Coastal Nonpoint Source Program

The purpose of the Coastal Non-Point Source (CNPS) program is to: Restore and protect the water quality and environment of coastal waters, estuaries, bays, and near shore waters and groundwater.  The three northern California Regional Boards together will be allocating approximately $11 million for Coastal Nonpoint Source projects.

SFB RWQCB staff are actively involved in this program.  Grant applicants will be required to work closely with SFB RWQCB staff in developing their concept proposals (after the RFP is released).

Other Prop 13 Grant Programs

Prop 13 includes approximately 30 competitive grant programs.  These are described in the booklet, “Propositions 12 & 13, Grants and Other Funding Programs”, $10 available via www.pcl.org or fax your order to (916) 448-1789.

319(h) Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Grants

These grants are available for nonpoint source implementation projects to reduce, eliminate, or prevent water pollution and to enhance water quality.  Eligible applicants are non-profit organizations, local government agencies (including special districts), Indian Tribes, and educational institutions.  The State expects to have $5 to 6 million statewide to fund these projects.  Grant amounts are expected to range from $25,000 to $500,000 and require a match (expected to be about 25%) – do check these details carefully once the RFP is released.  

STATUS – 319(h) 2/07/03

Pending – see Consolidated Request for Proposals (RFP) above

205(j) Watershed Planning Grants

These grants are available for water quality planning and assessment activities, including development of best management practices, total maximum daily load (TMDL) studies, development of watershed plans, and public education and outreach.  The grants are limited to local public agencies, including special districts.  It is estimated that $600,000 to $800,000 will be available statewide.  Grant amounts are expected to range from $25,000 to $125,000 and require a 25% match– do check these details carefully once the RFP is released.  Note:  it has not yet been determined if these grant funds will be available in 2003.  

STATUS – 205(j) 2/07/03

Pending – see Consolidated Request for Proposals (RFP) above

Other Grant Programs

Additionally, we are pleased to announce an internet-based clearinghouse for environmental grants, partly funded by 319(h) funds.  For other grant programs, please refer to this resource:

http://watershed.ecst.csuchico.edu/new_spin/spinmain.asp
Proposition 40

Q:
What is Proposition 40?

A:
In March 2002, California voters approved Proposition 40, a bond for water projects.

STATUS – Prop 40 2/07/03

The SWRCB grant program is under development.  When the grant program becomes publicly available, it will be posted both on this SFB RWQCB website and the SWRCB website.
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