Glossary of Frequently Used Terms

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE (BMP): A structural or non-structural device designed to temporarily store or treat urban storm water runoff in order to mitigate flooding, reduce pollution and provide other amenities. (Also called STORMWATER PRACTICE.)
CWA or CLEAN WATER ACT:  Also known as Federal Water Pollution Control Act, federal regulation that regulates discharges to surface waters (water of the U.S.).  Water of the U.S. is defined in federal regulation 20 CFR, Section 122.2.  
EPA:  Environmental Protection Agency 

EROSION: 1. The wearing away of the land surface by running water, wind, ice, or other geological agents, including such processes as gravitational creep. 2. Detachment and movement of soil or rock fragments by water, wind, ice or gravity. 
ILLICIT DISCHARGE: Any discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer system that is not composed entirely of storm water, except for discharges allowed under an NPDES permit or waters used for certain emergency situations.
IMPERVIOUS: The characteristic of a material which prevents the infiltration or passage of liquid through it. This may apply to roads, streets, parking lots, rooftops and sidewalks.
IMPERVIOUS COVER: Any surface in the urban landscape that cannot effectively absorb or infiltrate rainfall.
INDUSTRIAL STORMWATER PERMIT: An NPDES permit issued to a commercial industry or group of industries which regulates the pollutant levels associated with industrial storm water discharges or specifies on-site pollution control strategies.
MEP or Maximum Extent Practicable:  According to the Storm Water Phase II Rule, small MS4      owners/operators must reduce pollutants in storm water to the maximum extent practicable (MEP) to protect water quality. The regulations specify that compliance with the MEP requirement can be attained by developing a storm water management plan that addresses the six minimum control measures described in the storm water regulations. These six minimum measures are described in detail in a series of fact sheets developed by EPA. One component of the storm water management program is to select measurable goals to evaluate the effectiveness of individual control measures and the storm water management program as a whole.  

MS4 or Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System:  a conveyance or system of conveyances (roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, gutters, man-made channels, or storm drains) that:  i) collects or conveys storm water; ii) is not a combined sewer; iii) is not part of a POTW.  
MUNICIPAL STORMWATER PERMIT: An NPDES permit issued to municipalities to regulate discharges from municipal separate storm sewers for compliance with EPA established water quality standards and/or to specify specific storm water control strategies.

MURP: acronym for the Model Urban Runoff Program
NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES): Established by Section 402 of the Clean Water Act, this federally mandated system is used for regulating point source and storm water discharges.

NOI or Notice of Intent:  a formal notice to the SWRCB submitted by the municipality, owner, etc. that the applicant intends to be covered and will comply with the terms of the general permit.  

NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTANT:  Pollution that enters water from dispersed and uncontrolled sources, such as surface runoff, rather than through pipes.  
ORDINANCE: A law, a statute, a decree enacted by a municipal body, such as a city council or county commission. Ordinances often govern matters not already covered by state or federal laws (such as local zoning, safety and building regulations), but may also be used to require stricter standards in local communities than those imposed by state or federal law.
PORTER COLOGNE WATER QUALITY CONTROL ACT:

POINT SOURCE:  A source of pollution from a single point of conveyance, such as a pipe.  

RETENTION: The amount of precipitation on a drainage area that does not escape as runoff. It is the difference between total precipitation and total runoff.
RIP-RAP: Broken rock, cobbles, or boulders placed on earth surfaces, such as the face of a dam or the bank of a stream, for protection against the action of water (waves); also applies to brush or pole mattresses, or brush and stone, or similar materials used for soil erosion control.
RIPARIAN: The land area which borders a stream or river and which directly affects and is affected by the water quality. This land area often coincides with the maximum water surface elevation of the 100-year storm.
RWQCB:  Regional Water Quality Control Board

SEDIMENT: Solid material, both mineral and organic, that is in suspension, is being transported, or has been moved from its site of origin by air, water, gravity, or ice and has come to rest on the earth's surface either above or below sea level.
SEDIMENTATION: Soil particles suspended in storm water that can settle in streambeds and disrupt the natural flow of the stream.
SMALL MS4:  An MS4 serving a population less than 100,000 and which is not permitted under Phase I regulations that discharges to a water of the U.S. or other MS4 regulated by an NPDES permit.  

SWMP or Storm Water Management Plan:  Required by Phase II regulations for all regulated small MS4; a plan that specifies BMPs, measurable goals, and timetables for implementation of the 6 program areas  - public education, public participation, illicit discharge detection and elimination, construction site runoff control, post construction storm water management. 

SWPPP or STORM WATER POLLUTION PRVENTION PLAN:  A report developed to address construction site storm water runoff; includes site map(s), an identification of construction/contractor activities that could cause pollutants in storm water, and a description of practices to control these pollutants.  Must be prepared and implemented prior to construction. 

SWRCB:  State Water Resources Control Board 

USEPA:  United States Environmental Protection Agency or EPA
WATER of the U.S.:  Water of the U.S. is defined in federal regulation, 20 CFR; Section 122.2 Phase II applies to MS4s that discharge to waters of the U.S. 

